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Preface

That word "Moodle" keeps cropping up all over the place —it's in the newspapers,
on other teachers' tongues, in more and more articles. Do you want to find out more
about it yourself and learn how to create all sorts of fun and useful online language
activities with it? Your search ends right here.

This book demystifies Moodle and provides you with answers to your queries. It
helps you create engaging online language-learning activities using the Moodle
platform. It has suggestions and fully working examples for adapting classroom
activities to the Virtual Learning Environment.

The book starts with examples based on what you need for your language teaching
and shows which bits of Moodle you need to make them. As such, itisn't a
comprehensive guide to Moodle, but it aims to provide relevant information for
language teachers. There is no one way to organize a language course. It depends
on the level and age of students, the language learning goals, and learning style
preferences, amongst other things. But most language courses include a focus on
the skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing, and also offer support for
vocabulary, pronunciation, and grammar. This book has taken those areas as its
starting point.

Most of this book is a recipe book, a how-to book. In it you'll see activities that you'd
find in a typical language-teaching syllabus and learn how you can produce these
on Moodle. You'll be provided with step-by-step instructions to copy examples and
then adapt them according to your own teaching situation. Most of the activities

are ordered so that each chapter starts with easier activities. The ease of setup for
each activity is indicated by a star system. Now and then you'll be referred to other
chapters where an example already exists.

The non-recipe chapters are guides for setting up Moodle (Chapter 2), using Moodle
for Assessment (Chapter 9), making your Moodle site look good (Chapter 11), and
helping prepare students to use Moodle (Chapter 12).



Preface

What this book covers

Chapter 1, What Does Moodle Offer Language Teachers? outlines the key features of
Moodle that make it such an excellent tool for language teaching. It relates Moodle

to communicative language teaching syllabuses and provides an outline of the
whole book.

Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle provides an overview of the administration
features you'll need to have in place before you begin. We'll consider the importance
of roles, groups, and outcomes, as well as the add-ons that are worth including to
make the most of Moodle for language teaching.

Chapter 3, Vocabulary Activities looks at a variety of activities that help students
to learn words. It considers how Moodle can help students review and recycle
vocabulary, and looks at the different ways of keeping vocabulary records.

Chapter 4, Speaking Activities makes much use of the add-on NanoGong recorder
to illustrate activities that look at pronunciation, intonation, fluency, stress, and
participation in discussions.

Chapter 5, Grammar Activities is very much at home in Moodle. It's possible to create
a wide range of activities for presenting grammar, providing noticing activities,
controlled practice using grammar, and keeping grammar records.

Chapter 6, Reading Activities focuses on how you can use Moodle to motivate
students to read and interact with texts. There's also an activity on extended reading.

Chapter 7, Writing Activities shows how helpful Moodle can be for collaborative
work on drafts, for adding graphics and organizing writing in effective ways.

Chapter 8, Listening Activities looks at the different ways you can present recordings
and gives examples of different task types.

Chapter 9, Assessment considers the gradebook and its many uses. The wide range
of possibilities is potentially overwhelming. The chapter provides some clear
paths through it, and shows how you can use Moodle statistics to improve your
assessment activities.

Chapter 10, Extended Activities considers activities that are longer than those already
covered, longer in terms of the activity duration and longer to set up, but definitely
worthwhile for language teaching.

Chapter 11, Formatting and Enhancing Your Moodle Materials provides some guidelines
for making your language learners' experience more effective by checking the quality
of text, images, and audio. It also considers the importance of clear navigation paths.

[2]



Preface

Chapter 12, Preparing Your Students to Use Moodle provides some guidelines for
making Moodle part of your students' learning timetable.

Chapter 11 and Chapter 12 are not part of the actual book, but you can download
them from Packt's website.

Chapter 11 is available at http: //www.packtpub.com/files/6248-Chapter-11.pdf,
and Chapter 12 is available at http: //www.packtpub.com/files/6248-Chapter-
12.pdf.

What you need for this book

To follow this book, you need access to a Moodle site where you have been registered.
You'll need to work with your Moodle administrator or have administration access
yourself to do the set-up work. You'll also need administrative access to do things like
override permissions on set-up pages when you're setting up activities. Also helpful
is an enthusiasm for learning, teaching, and using the Web to reach out and make a
difference in your students' lives.

Conventions

In this book, you will find a number of styles of text that distinguish between
different kinds of information. Here are some examples of these styles, and an
explanation of their meaning.

Code words in text are shown as follows: "He takes { : SHORTANSWER : ~=a#iwell
done! ~%20%an#nearly right!} picture of Amy on his phone and sends it to Roxy."

New terms and important words are shown in bold. Words that you see on the
screen, in menus or dialog boxes for example, appear in the text like this: "First, let's
make sure we're in editing mode. To do that, click on the Turn editing on button. We
always need to do that if we want to add a resource or an activity."

Warnings or important notes appear in a box like this.
v

a1

~Q Tips and tricks appear like this.

[3]
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Reader feedback

Feedback from our readers is always welcome. Let us know what you think about
this book —what you liked or may have disliked. Reader feedback is important for us
to develop titles that you really get the most out of.

To send us general feedback, simply send an email to feedbackepacktpub.com, and
mention the book title via the subject of your message.

If there is a book that you need and would like to see us publish, please
send us a note in the SUGGEST A TITLE form on www.packtpub.com or
email to suggest@packtpub.com.

If there is a topic that you have expertise in and you are interested in either writing
or contributing to a book, see our author guide on www.packtpub.com/authors.

Customer support

Now that you are the proud owner of a Packt book, we have a number of things to
help you to get the most from your purchase.

Errata

Although we have taken every care to ensure the accuracy of our content, mistakes

do happen. If you find a mistake in one of our books —maybe a mistake in the text or
the code —we would be grateful if you would report this to us. By doing so, you can
save other readers from frustration and help us to improve subsequent versions of this
book. If you find any errata, please report them by visiting http: //www.packtpub.
com/support, selecting your book, clicking on the let us know link, and entering the
details of your errata. Once your errata are verified, your submission will be accepted
and the errata added to any list of existing errata. Any existing errata can be viewed by
selecting your title from http://www.packtpub.com/support.
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Piracy

Piracy of copyright material on the Internet is an ongoing problem across all media.
At Packt, we take the protection of our copyright and licenses very seriously. If you
come across any illegal copies of our works, in any form, on the Internet, please
provide us with the location address or website name immediately so that we can
pursue a remedy.

Please contact us at copyright@packtpub. com with a link to the suspected
pirated material.

We appreciate your help in protecting our authors, and our ability to bring you
valuable content.

Questions

You can contact us at questions@packtpub.com if you are having a problem with
any aspect of the book, and we will do our best to address it.

[5]







What Does Moodle Offer
Language Teachers?

Imagine the things you do in a school — putting up timetables, presenting syllabuses,
having discussions, presenting videos of new materials, organizing tests, collecting
marks, providing feedback to students, guiding students to do their own learning,
building a library... Moodle can do all these things and much, much more.

What is Moodle?

I just googled "Moodle" and got over 18 million hits. Moodle is one of the fastest
growing free, open source VLEs (Virtual Learning Environment) around at the
moment. It is also commonly referred to as an LMS (Learning Management System)
or a CMS (Course Management System). There are already thousands of registered
Moodle sites, as you can see on the Moodle site: http://moodle.org/stats/.

Just in case some of those terms are new to you:

e Open source means that the code is available by licensing agreement and that
you can customize it and redistribute it (http://opensource.org). These
have been powerful factors in the development of open source software for
a wide range of free or low-cost software.

e A VLEisaway of providing a teaching and learning environment online.



What Does Moodle Offer Language Teachers?

Here are some of the things that make Moodle particularly attractive to all teachers:

e Easy to use—you don't need any programming knowledge
e Access to resources via the Web
e Interaction between learners and tutors
e Collaboration between learners
¢ Independent learning pathways
e Learner tracking
e Feedback on tasks
e Secure environment
e Automatic backup
There are some myths that Moodle is difficult, unsupported, and will eventually

charge users, but these are all calmly deflated at http://docs.moodle.org/en/
Top_10_Moodle Myths.

Assumptions

Most of this book is a recipe book, a "how-to" book. In it, I'll take activities that you'd
find in a typical language-teaching syllabus and show how you can produce these
on Moodle. I'll provide step-by-step instructions for you to copy examples and

then adapt them according to your own teaching situation. Most of the activities

are ordered so that each chapter starts with easier activities. The ease of setup for
each activity is indicated by a star system. Now and then you'll be referred to other
chapters where an example already exists.

The non-recipe chapters are guides for setting up Moodle (Chapter 2, Getting Started
with Moodle), using Moodle for assessment (Chapter 9, Assessment), making your
Moodle site look good (Chapter 11, Formatting and Enhancing Your Moodle Materials),
and helping prepare students to use Moodle (Chapter 12, Preparing Your Students to
Use Moodle).

I'm making a few assumptions:

* You have basic computer skills
¢ You have Moodle up and running
* You are not necessarily familiar with Moodle's basic features

¢ You want examples of how you can cover your language teaching syllabus
using Moodle

¢ You don't want to master all aspects of Moodle

[l



Chapter 1

® You are not necessarily the Moodle administrator, but have access to
the administrator

¢ You have some experience of teaching

¢ You want to transfer constructivist, communicative language teaching
methodology to Moodle.

In case you're not familiar with these concepts, constructivism is based on the

idea that individuals learn new things (construct knowledge) through experience

by comparing new things to what they already know. They do this by solving
realistic problems, often in collaboration with other people. Moodle was built on

this approach, and many of the core activities lend themselves well to this type of
learning. Communicative language teaching tries to help learners become competent
language users in real contexts. There's more about this later in this chapter.

Who is this book for?

One of the advantages of a recipe-book approach is that all sorts of people connected
to language teaching will find it useful. If you are a teacher, you can dip into it to
find a quick solution for an activity you want to create. If you are a course planner,
you can review the whole book to build up your own language course. These are
some of the people I had in mind when writing:

e School language teachers who run at least part of their courses on computers
e Private language teachers who want to run their own online language school
e Established teachers of English or other languages

e New teachers who want clear examples of communicative language teaching
and testing in use

e Teacher trainers who want to guide teachers in the use of this
powerful system

e Teachers who have been using Blackboard or another powerful commercial
VLE and want to set up their own open source system

e Course planners and ICT support staff who want to understand the ICT
needs of language teachers better

An important point here is that there's no single way of using Moodle for language
teaching. I've come across teachers who use it mainly as a repository of materials and
find the indexing facilities of the Database module useful for that. Module, by the
way, is Moodle's word for an activity. Other teachers use it to create supplementary
quizzes for the work they do in class. They find the gradebook, which provides an
overview of all their students' marks, useful. Other teachers make Moodle the base

[o]




What Does Moodle Offer Language Teachers?

of their course, even though they have face-to-face sessions, because Moodle is

a neat way of keeping important course elements in one place and tracking learner
use and progress. It's also a good way of preparing for classes and reflecting on
them afterwards. Finally, Moodle can be used as a totally online course with no
face-to-face meeting at all.

You might find I'm stating the obvious sometimes, but most hints are included
because there were minor hiccoughs when teachers trialed the materials. On the
other hand, some readers might feel phased by mention of formats they've never
heard of, such as XML or WAV. If that's the case, don't worry! These are usually
extra bits of information that some teachers will find useful to make their lives
easier or improve the Moodle activities. Not understanding them — or not
wanting to understand them —won't stop you from creating the activities.

Why another book on Moodle?

So what's the difference between this book and any other book on Moodle? There's
an increasingly large number of books about Moodle on the market. General
introductions to Moodle, such as "Moodle Teaching Techniques", William Rice, Packt
Publishing and "Moodle 1.9 E-Learning Course Development", William Rice, Packt
Publishing, go through key Moodle modules methodically and then offer examples.
This book takes the opposite approach: it starts with examples based on what you
need for your language teaching and shows which bits of Moodle you need to make
them. As such, it isn't a comprehensive guide to Moodle, but it aims to provide
relevant information for language teachers. There is no one way to organize a
language course. It depends on the level and age of students, the language learning
goals, and learning style preferences, amongst other things. But most language
courses include a focus on the skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing,
and also offer support for vocabulary, pronunciation, and grammar. This book has
taken those areas as its starting point.

Moodle's popularity has led to the development of hundreds of add-on modules.
The list is available at http://moodle.org/mod/data/view.php?id=6009. A useful
service a book like this can offer is recommending which add-on modules are worth
getting. For example, a VLE for language learning without a speak and record
facility would be incomplete. I've chosen a simple sound recorder called NanoGong,.
Why? Because it is supported for Moodle 1.9; it's very easy to install and works well
on a variety of browsers. You can also set up Moodle activities without NanoGong,
simply by recording directly onto the computer, but you'd lose the advantage of
being able to manage your recordings inside Moodle. There's a useful discussion of
available recorders at http://metamedia.typepad.com/metamedia/listen-up-
audio-in-moodle.html.
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Voice recording in future versions of Moodle

It's uncertain whether NanoGong will work with Moodle 2.0,
%%‘ but a similar recording plug-in is being developed for it

(see http://docs.moodle.org/en/GSOC/20009).

Meanwhile, NanoGong is probably the simplest choice.

As well as providing an overview of core Moodle modules, Chapter 2, Getting Started
with Moodle will take you through all the add-on modules you'll need for this book.
The reasons for choosing them are the same in each case:

e Ease of use
e Available support

e Suitability for language learning

It is important to remember that add-on modules may not work with future updates
of Moodle, but I've chosen ones which look likely to receive continued support. All
the examples in this book work with Moodle 1.9.5.

Sometimes I've recommended an alternative to the core modules, simply because
they are better for language teaching. For example, Moodle has core Blog and Wiki
modules, but they don't work with NanoGong, the recording tool, whereas the Open
University versions named OUblog and OUwiki do work.

Assessment

There are also some aspects of assessment in Moodle which have a specific
language-teaching slant in this book:

e Moodle allows you to provide detailed feedback to your students on specific
areas of language performance. So you can give separate marks on areas such
as grammar, fluency, and pronunciation, for example. You do this by setting
up rating scales for each type of activity. In Moodle speak, categories for
assessment are called Outcomes (see Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle
for more information).

e Moodle also allows us to create marking scales which relate specifically
to language work. One example of this would be the use of the language
achievement evaluation scales set by the Council of Europe's Common
European Framework. (http://www.coe.int/T/DG4/Linguistic/
CADRE_EN.asp). We can customize scales to suit our school or institution.
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e Many Moodle activities can be assessed. All the marks can be collected in
an online gradebook. Moodle also provides some basic statistics which
teachers can use to see how well their tests are working, and to improve
them if necessary.

e There is also an add-on ordering task for the Quiz module. This lets students
practice ordering the words in a sentence, sentences in a paragraph, and
paragraphs in a text, and putting a sequence of events in chronological order.

Making Moodle look good

The success of any activity also depends on how good it looks. Chapter 11,
Formatting and Enhancing Your Moodle Materials takes a look at some basic things
you can do to make your Moodle site look better and, therefore, more attractive
to your students.

Communicative Language Teaching

The book is firmly rooted in a communicative approach to language learning. It
therefore tries to make the student the center of the learning experience wherever
possible. It looks at ways of encouraging interaction, making materials engaging
and effective, and of encouraging reflection and self-improvement on the part of the
language learner and the teacher.

A PDF by Jack Richards (http://tinyurl.com/cltarticle) gives a good overview
of the status quo of various approaches to communicative language teaching.

In the article "Understanding and Implementing the Clt (Communicative Language
Teaching) Paradigm", George M. Jacobs and Thomas S. C. Farrell, RELC Journal, Vol.
34, No. 1, 5-30 (2003), the authors highlight some of the key features of CLT. As the
following table shows, Moodle accommodates these features well.

Key features of CLT (based on Jack Moodle features which support CLT
Richards, 2006, and Jacobs and Farrell, 2003)

Learner autonomy: Giving learners greater e  Customization of learners' home
choice over their own learning, both in terms pages if My Moodle is turned on

of the content of learning and processes they
might employ. The use of small groups is
one example of this, as well as the use of
self-assessment.

e Using questionnaires and polls
(Choice module) to allow learners
to influence curriculum

e  Use of wikis for learners to
determine processes

e  Group and groupings feature for
dividing students
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Key features of CLT (as per Jack Richards,
2006, and Jacobs and Farrell, 2003)

Moodle features which support CLT

The social nature of learning: Learning is
not an individual, private activity, but a
social one that depends upon interaction
with others.

Curricular integration: The connection
between different strands of the curriculum
is emphasized, so that English is not seen
as a stand-alone subject but is linked to
other subjects in the curriculum. Text-based
learning reflects this approach, and seeks

to develop fluency in text types that can be
used across the curriculum. Project work

in language teaching also requires students
to explore issues outside of the language
classroom.

Focus on meaning: Meaning is viewed as
the driving force of learning. Content-based

teaching reflects this view, and seeks to make

the exploration of meaning through content
the core of language learning activities.

Diversity: Learners learn in different ways
and have different strengths. Teaching needs
to take these differences into account, rather
than try to force students into a single mold.
In language teaching, this has led to an
emphasis on developing students' use and
awareness of learning strategies.

Thinking skills: Language should serve as a
means of developing higher-order thinking
skills, also known as critical and creative
thinking. In language teaching, this means
that students do not learn language for its
own sake but in order to develop and apply
their thinking skills in situations that go
beyond the language classroom.

e Interaction is built into Chat,
Forum, and Wiki modules.

e Assignment and Workshop
modules allow collaborative
writing.

HTML pages with hyperlinks and
webquests are good examples of how
Moodle can be linked to the outside world.

It's easy to incorporate authentic spoken
and written texts into Moodle and activities
based on them.

e Learners can go at different speeds.
e Learners can be grouped according
to interests, level, and needs.
e Teachers can help learners
use the glossary to build their
own records.
e  The Journal module allows
learners and teachers to reflect
on learning processes and make
changes as a result.

e  Wide range of tasks is possible.
Chapter 6, Reading Activities
shows how Bloom's taxonomy
can be used to foster higher-order
thinking tasks.

e The Webquest module is a
good place to develop critical
evaluation skills.
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Key features of CLT (based on Jack
Richards, 2006, and Jacobs and Farrell, 2003)

Moodle features which support CLT

Alternative assessment: New forms of
assessment are needed to replace traditional
multiple-choice and other items that test
lower-order skills. Multiple forms of
assessment (for example, observation,
interviews, journals, portfolios) can be used
to build a comprehensive picture of what
students can do in a second language.

Teachers as co-learners: The teacher is
viewed as a facilitator who is constantly
trying out different alternatives; that

is, learning through doing. In language
teaching, this has led to an interest in action
research and other forms of classroom
investigation.

Moodle offers traditional tests as well as
journals and add-on portfolios.

e The Workshop and Questionnaire
modules make it easy to get
learner feedback.

e  Teachers can also monitor the
popularity of different activities
by tracking student use.

Age and level of students

Moodle can work for learners of all ages. The examples in this book show how young
learners, adolescents, and adults can use Moodle. Clearly, you will need to adapt the
example activities for your particular students. Make sure they have the content and
tasks that they are likely to enjoy and find useful.

If you are creating tasks for pre-adolescents, you might find it useful to use this book
in conjunction with Moodle 1.9 for Teaching 7-14 Year Olds: Beginner's Guide, Mary
Cooch, Packt Publishing, which offers some useful guidelines on things to look out for

with this age group.

It is important when working with learners of all ages that you have:

e Learning pathways

e Instructions

e Materials

e Duration of activities

e Cognitive complexity of tasks

As for language level, it's possible to create simple low-level tasks, or quite

difficult ones.
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You'll need to consider whether the whole site is written in the target language. This
is probably only appropriate for higher level learners. It may be more effective for
lower level learners if you frame the activities in a language they understand better.

You can include the option for learners to change the language for the headings and
help files, though help files are not available in all languages. You may need to check
with your Moodle administrator that the appropriate language pack is installed. By
clicking on the language selector in the top right-hand corner of the screen, users

can change to the language of their choice. Contact your Moodle administrator if the
languages you want are not there.

Jeff Stanford (Logout)
 English (en) |af

1 H

Afrikaans (af)
= (an)
Benapyckasn (be)
Brnrapckn (bg)
ae el 53 B3I B (bin)
Bosanski (bs)
Cartala ica)
Ceitina (cs)
Cymraeg (cy)
ve Dansk ida)
N Deutsch - Du (de_du)
Hel Deutsch (de)
Wh EAsnvikd (el)
get English {en)
Espancol - Argentina (es_ar)
LN Espanol - Espana (es_gs}
Hel Espafiol - Mexico {es_mx)
Wio Espafnol - Internacional (es)
Eesti (et}
2.9 Euskara (eu)
Old -t (fa)
Bl  suomi (fi)
Filipino (fil)
Frangais - Canada {fr_ca)
Francais (fr}
GCaeilge (ga)

Lat

Add-on modules are unlikely to have help files and instructions for all languages.

If you find that help files are not available in a language you need, you could write
to the authors via the moodle . org website, or write them yourself. One of the great
things about this open source software is that you can make your own contributions
to it. Your Moodle administrator should be able to help you install your new files.

You can also edit existing help files by going to Site Administration | Language |
Language editing.
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What languages can you teach using Moodie?

All the examples in this book are of ESOL (English as a Second or Other Language).
However, Moodle can by used to teach a vast variety of languages. All the
instructions in this book are in English, but for lower-level learners you may wish

to consider changing the base language to the students' first language (L1) and
providing instructions in the L1, too.

The official Moodle site offers several support sections for non-English language use:

e http://moodle.org/course/ is a directory of Moodle forums in many
languages

e http://moodle.org/course/view.php?id=31 is a forum for language
teaching

e http://download.moodle.org/langlé/ provides a range of language
packs, which you'll need to change instructions and labels to other languages

Suggested approach to using the book

The introduction to each chapter gives an overview of the whole chapter. So it's
worth reading first.

Several reviewers have suggested that a good way to approach the activities in each
chapter is to skim through the whole activity first to get a feel for it and then to create
the activity step by step in your Moodle course.

Try to make yourself familiar with Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle. There is
frequent reference to it throughout the book. It contains key information on setting
up Moodle modules and add-on modules, using extra programs, combining Moodle
with other programs, and advice on things such as uploading images and other files
or embedding audio and video in Moodle. Happy Moodling!
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One of the great things about Moodle is that the Moodle forums on the main Moodle
site http://moodle.org are packed with useful discussions and resources. If you
have a problem or a question, it's pretty likely that someone else will have had the
same problem, and will have started up a discussion and found a solution. However,
a common bit of feedback I get from teachers is that there is simply too much helpful
information on the site, and they don't know where to start. One of my aims in this
chapter, then, is to identify administrative functions that are particularly useful for
language teachers and present them in a simple, clear way. But don't let this stop you
from exploring the forums and help files on the moodle . org site where you can look
for Moodle docs — these are useful help documents which are accessible from many
of your Moodle site pages via the Moodle Docs link. You'll see the link at the bottom
of the page, usually.

(i) Moodle Docs for this page

You are logged in as Jeff Stanford (Logout)

Home

And if there isn't a Moodle Docs link at the bottom of the page on your Moodle site,
there might be a useful support file indicated by the @ icon.

This chapter is divided into four parts:

Part1 This gives an overview of the makeup of Moodle. It's essential reading if you
don't know Moodle well.
Part 2 This identifies key site administration "how-tos", which you'll need to set up to

get your Moodle course, or courses, working. You will find this section useful as
a reference for the whole book, as it deals with key information.

Part 3 This lists non-essential add-ons.

Part 4 Here you'll find some design principles for setting up your courses.




Getting Started with Moodle

Part 1: Overview of Moodle

Installing Moodle

I'm assuming you already have Moodle installed and are familiar with the basics.
The activities in this book are based on Version 1.9.5. There are various possibilities
if you don't have it installed:

Ask your IT support person.

Go to http://download.moodle.org/ and download it yourself. The
support pages on this site are well written. You will need a domain name and
a server to host it on. Make sure you have at least PHP 4.3, MySQL 4.1.16, or
Postgres 8 on your server too. If possible, get the latest versions of each

of these.

If you don't want to, or can't do it yourself, you could approach
a Moodle hosting company. I've put up a list of some of these on the
http://moodleflair.com/ site.

Pick up one of Packt's other books on Moodle, such as Moodle E-Learning
Course Development (http://www.packtpub.com/learning-moodle-1-9-
course-development /book), which has a full commentary on installation.

If you just want to try out Moodle on your own Windows machine, you
could download portable Moodle from http://sourceforge.net/
projects/portablemoodle. There is a Mac version available at
http://download.moodle.org/macosx/.

Topography of a Moodle site

So what does Moodle look like? Well, there's a front page which is like an outer shell.
The next layer down is a course which is a bit like a classroom —all the activities
relating to one group of students can be found there.

Organisation of a
moodle site

Front page course 1 @

Available to all users:

- news
- sitewide glossary
- search function

- how-tos

- list of courses

course 2

course 3

0y g

[18]



Chapter 2

Which browser?

Moodle works well in most browsers, but if you have trouble viewing
some pages, it's worth checking out another one. For example, some of the
add-on programs we'll be looking at later don't always work in Firefox.

Topography of a Moodle site: Front page

Front pages typically have site news and a list of available courses. From the front
page, users can go directly to their course or click on one of the other items.

3 BOOKMARK. o

Main Menu

[ Useful websites for EFL

8 site news - users pl
this!

About
this site
This site is
for language
teacher
educators
and teacher
trainees. Moodle allows us to
share ideas and resources at
distance. Its success will depend
on how many of us use it. Don't
be backwards in coming
forwards with comments, ideas,
feedback... post it to the forum
‘comments and feedback on this
site’, Have fun!

Your own moodle site
or courses!

If you would like help setting up
your own moodle site like this
one, or would like to rent
courses on this site, be in touch
by email or telephone +44 7814
479628

Jeff

Trouble Ticket

( Trouble Ticket )

Teacher Education for EFL

Teacher Education for EFL

@) Useful EFL websites

B Comments and feedback on this site
§ Useful miscellaneous resources

@) Link to ICT for ELT resources on this site - allows guest login

Course categories

You are not logged in. ( 1)

[ English (en) ]

Login
Username admin

) Password | veases
Click here for basie

first steps Login

[E] How can L'rLl‘:\T ‘J .“ ‘L:L‘L‘-tm
moodle help Gl
teacher educators?

[B) moodleflair! il Uaces

video on using b i)
moodle for :
beginners B -
[El Moodle in the s e

classroom - :

Guardian article
@1 moodle buzz
Jobs

Assistant in Czech primary
school - more

‘Wordle of the day

%* CELTA courses
CELTA eourses with ITI
Munich Full-Time CELTA
Munich Part-Time CELTA
%* DELTA courses
ITI DELTA Module One The Exam
ITI DELTA Module Two The coursewark
ITI DELTA module three
%* ICELT courses
ICELT with ITI
¥ ICT for ELT

ICT for ELT resources and forums

Cheshire County History

Be-o County
goro ; s
30 Cheshire
=@
=0
=0 Tags - from Personal
Profile interests and
oo your BLOG tags

rth Aetivism Animal
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As you can see, there are three columns. The thin outer columns contain blocks,
which give useful information and other useful functions such as a Main Menu, a
Login box, a list of Online Users, and Blog tags —keywords from users' blogs. We'll
take a closer look at the range of blocks available later in this chapter. The central
area is typically used as a news area, and can give a list of courses, organized into
Course categories, which users can click on. If there is a key icon to the right of the
course name, it is password protected. You'll set the enrolment key when you create
a course. You can also add or change enrolment keys later.

Topography of a Moodle site: Course page

If you click on ICT for ELT resources and forums on the front page, you'll get to a
course. In fact, a course in Moodle is an area that can house anything you want it to:
forums, a set of materials, or a sequence of activities.

You are logged in as

ICT for ELT resources and forums

TED

People Topic outline = B
1 Participants Ji

ICT for ELT JES
Activities This is not & course (yet!), buta collection of resources which 1 hope you will find useful if you ure interested in using -
£ Aesigrancots 1CT in ELT teaching. Below you willfind forum to discuss key issues, links to other websites and some activities which S B B B ICT
B orums are designed to familisrise you with ICT. applied to ELT. This course is
8 Glossari Flease get back tome i you have any-comnments/questionst-Or contribute 1o the forim balow. ‘;i‘::}“iﬁ':{‘ﬁ! ls’i?;e feel

Hint: clicking on RESOURCES in the left hand menu will give you background notes on many of the links below. questions/suggestions.

4 wikis Jeff
. Online Users
B News forum R
minutes
Search Forums 3§ Database of ICT - Online articles and weblinks B et Susniord - Site aduaia
fGo o rial
Advanced search (3) [ ICT glossary
Messages
No messages waiting
1 3oged

Administration ICT activities Messages...

# Turn editing on and ideas

Settings ICT in the classroam
9 Assign roles Encyclopedia of
B Grdes Educational Technology
i§ Groups - s .
ge Backup # Authoring webpages Search )
& Restore @ Construeti bpage 1
-i‘ Import E Construeti
@) Alertbox: € by Jakob Nielsen Random Glossary
= B so Entry

[ Files B wel
¥ Unenrol me from ICTox 15 school g viee Introduction to new
B Profile technologies and how they

i can contribute to language

$ Video smtmn O U tewrning ond teuchi

Courses can be organized by topic, week, or social events. Before you set up your
course, spend a while deciding how you'd like to organize your course. If you want
to make activities available for specific periods, the weekly organization will work
well. If you want to create your own topics, as in the screenshot above, then organize
your course by topics. The social format looks a bit like a blog site and highlights
recent forum postings.
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You'll notice that next to each activity, under the Topic outline, there is an icon
which identifies which module it is. Before we go though setting up a course, here is
a list and brief description of the core blocks and core modules which are referred to
in this book and which are automatically installed in your Moodle.

Moodle overview: Core blocks

The blocks are the boxes you can see in the left- and right-hand columns. They are
mainly used to provide information about course users, send messages, or show
course menus. Though, as you'll see later in this chapter, there are many other uses.
Once a course has been created, teachers can click on the Turn editing on button
and activate any of the blocks in the table below. Most of them are not mentioned

in the activities in this book, but nevertheless have useful functions. Blocks can be
moved around the page by clicking on the Turn editing on button and pressing the
up, down, and across arrows. If your administrator turns on AJAX and JavaScript, Site
Administration | Appearance | AJAX and Javascript, you can move blocks around
simply by dragging on the title bar with the mouse — that's Participant Pix in the
following screenshot—and moving the block up, down, or across. This screenshot
shows the Particpant Pix block being dragged upwards:

Core blocks

Block name Description

Activities Lists the activities that are available to students.

Admin bookmarks Visible only to teachers and administrators. This allows them
to create useful bookmarks of pages they visit frequently. For
example, students' activity logs.

Administration Displays a menu of key course settings, such as Settings,
Assign Roles, Groups, Backup, and Files.

Blog Menu A list of blog postings.

Blog Tags This is a word cloud of tagged words from users' blogs. The

more often a word is tagged, the bigger it gets in the cloud.
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Block name

Description

Calendar

Course/Site Description

Courses
Global Search

HTML

Latest News
Login

Main Menu

4 September 2009 »
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4
§ B ] 10 || 11 12
14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18

20 21 2 | 23 o2 25 26
27 28 | 20 30

Allows entries at user, course, and site level. User-level entries
can only be seen by the persons who entered them; course-level
entries only by course users; site-level entries by all site users.
There is a tool for downloading the calendar to your desktop
calendar. Entries automatically appear when you set up
time-bound activities. See the end of this chapter for a guide

to using the calendar.

An HTML box which allows you to post text, images, video and
audio. The label will be Course/Site Description.

List of courses available on the site.

Will search all the site content, and can be useful if you have
a very large site. You'll need to set it up first by logging as
an administrator — Site Administration | Miscellaneous

| Experimental. Then activate the global search engine by
checking the enableglobalsearch box.

You can access the Global Search settings via the link in
Administration | Modules | Blocks. Note: this only works if
you have at least PHP 5 installed on your server.

An HTML box which allows you to post text, images, video,
and audio. You can also embed videos from other websites,
like YouTube, if your school firewall permits this. See the end
of this chapter for workarounds and for detailed guidance

on embedding.

Displays the headlines from the latest news forum items.
Displays a login box.

Displays a menu of the activities available on the course.
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Block name

Description

Messages

Online Users
Random Glossary Entry

Remote RSS Feeds

Search Forums

Site Administration

Tags

Upcoming Events

No messages waiting
Messages...

Displays Messages information box and provides a link to the
message centre.

Displays a list of all users who have been actively online within
the last 5 minutes.

Displays a random entry from a chosen glossary. Is useful for a
"word of the day" feature, for example.

E) Enables users to see feeds from other websites. For example,
BBC news. Can provide automatic links to useful sources of
reading material.

Will search all forum postings for a given word. Students must
have access to the forum to be able to see the post.

Key site settings: this is covered in detail in this chapter.

Tags - from Personal
Profile interests and
your BLOG tags
academic earth Activism Animal
Rights architecture Art Athletics
badminton bikes books bowling

cinema cooking cooking and

breathing. dancing design dog

Same idea as blog tags, but the tagged words come from the
interests entry in user profiles. Users can edit their profiles by
clicking on their name in the top right-hand corner of the screen
once they've enrolled and logged on.

Displays calendar events which are due soon on the course.

Moodle overview: Add-on blocks

There are two add-on blocks in this book. As with add-on modules, which we'll
look at later, the installation instructions are available as readme . txt files on the
download page: http://moodle.org | Downloads | Modules and plugins.
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Personal glossary

This is a great way of encouraging autonomous learning. It allows students to create
their own word lists in different languages. It also comes with a quiz which allows
students to test themselves. Note that you'll have to turn the My Moodle feature on
for this to work. (See below).

Personal Glossary

Source Target

Language English 3] Language Spanish |5
Term red Term rojo

Notes Notes

Exabis E-portfolio

This is an excellent means of showcasing documents on a course. Possible language
uses are:

e Resumes
e Project presentations

e Discussion documents

Documents can be presented as a hyperlinked scheme, and can be viewed within
Moodle or through an external link. See Chapter 10, Extended Activities for an example.

Moodle overview: Core modules

Here is a brief overview of the core modules, all of which appear in activities
throughout the book. Modules are Moodle-speak for interactive activities. You add
them by turning editing on once you're on a course page. Then you click on Add a
resource... or Add an activity.... Some of them are very easy to set up, such as Chat,
Choice, Forum, and Journal. Others will take a bit more concentration and time to set
up. I've indicated the ease of setup with a star system for each activity.
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Ease of setup

*

% -
s

*h%k

Quite simple — quick and straightforward
Moderately difficult
Fairly complex

Core modules

The activities in each chapter are generally organized so that the easier
ones come first.

Module name

Description

Assignment
Book
Chat

Choice

Database

Forum

Glossary

Students can submit an assignment online or via an attachment.
Instructions for the assignment are posted in the activity description.

Provides a way of organizing web pages into three levels of
importance. For example, Main topics and subtopics.

A simple Chat module like MSN without the bells and whistles.
Allows you to save chat transcripts.

A simple polling activity to gather votes for and against something.
It's a good way of catching learners' attention, and can be used for
voting on whether something is grammatically correct or as a fun quiz
where students have to vote on what they think someone is saying in
a recording they hear.

A highly customizable, searchable database. Good for setting up lists
of websites and repositories of work, for example.

Please post comments, questions, suggestions, requests or anything else related to the site
here.
Thanks - Jeff (webmaster)

" Add a new discussion topic

Discussion Started by

®) Rathryn HENDERSON 2

. Tue
hl.]eff Stanford - Site Admin o S

- ;
Mary Maddison 1

Missing messages
andio button

Moodle in action

Asking for help & Shirley Liu 1

Forum is an activity that allows a group of Moodle users to ask and
answer questions. Users click on the Discussion topic and they can
read and reply to messages written by other users.

Students can be given more or fewer powers to run discussions.

A database shell which makes it easy to set up lexical glossaries,
searchable lists of grammar entries, FAQs, and encyclopedia entries.
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Module name

Description

Hot Potatoes quiz

Journal
Label

Lesson

Quiz
Wiki

Workshop

Here are some words for 'hello' in other
languages. Match the word to the language!

Match each pair, and then click the Check butten.

Check

Hola -Spamsh ﬂ
Bonjour French _ﬂ

Privet Russian | % !
Sawat dii Khrap  Thai |+ !
=1

Ahoj 3

Allows you to import quizzes made in Hot Potatoes, a
well-developed, free quiz program. See http: //hotpot.uvic.ca/
for downloads and tutorials. If you have little time on your hands,
this is a very easy way to start including quizzes in your Moodle. See
the end of this chapter for more information.

Private pages. Good for keeping diaries and reflective comments.
Only the student and teachers have access.

Not really a module, but a useful device for setting out clear labels on
your course page.

A branched lesson. Users answer one question and are directed to
subsequent questions depending on their answer. For example, if they
get the first question wrong, they can redo it or go to an easier one.
These are a bit tricky to set up, but are popular with students.

Variety of task types which can be organized into a question bank.

Web pages which can be edited by all users. Wikipedia is the best-
known example. These are good for collaborative work, such as joint
writing projects and task planning.

Similar to Assignment, but submitted work can be peer reviewed
before final submission. Teachers can present model assignments for
students to assess before they write their own assignments.

Moodle overview: Add-on modules

This book uses twelve add-on modules and one add-on question type for Quiz. You
don't need to add them to use the book, but I've chosen them because they help with
language practice, and some of them, like NanoGong, make it much easier to record
your voice and students' voices on Moodle web pages. The activities in the book
always indicate whether an add-on module is used or not.
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Here's a list and description of the add-on modules. The installation instructions
are available as readme. txt files on the download page: http://moodle.org

| Downloads | Modules and plugins. You'll need to get your administrator to
download and install them. I've asterisked the ones I think are particularly useful
for language teaching.

Add-on module Description

FLV This is a fairly sophisticated Flash player. While the Mediacenter
(below) plays whatever you upload or point it to in a simple, attractive
way, FLV has much greater choice of input type and allows you to edit
the set-up page in ways which are useful for language learning. For
example, you can turn sound off, remove the control panel, and change
the screen size. You can link to YouTube videos and other video files on
the Internet. You can also link to the user's web cam if it is turned on.

LOLIPGP]
This allows students to use the Language On Line Portfolio Project,
which is documented at http://www.webcef .eu/?g=node/88.
The Moodle add-on allows students to self-assess themselves using
Common European Framework "can-do" statements for different
language skills. They can also set language learning goals and
submit evidence of learning for teachers to check.

Lolipop ELP

* Mediacenter

(Inwicast)
This allows teachers to create a very neat podcast center inside
their Moodle. It does the same job as iTunes university does.
More information at http://www.inwicast.com/en/.

Moodle This is a simple multi-layer mindmapping program. It doesn't

Mindmap allow you to embed images, audio or hyperlinks, but is useful for
brainstorming writing projects and for developing vocabulary.

Mobile Quiz This allows teachers to download quiz questions to students'
mobile phones. This could be the way to motivate your students
to do test questions!

* NanoGong E:B,

If you select just one add-on, make it this one. NanoGong is very easy
to set up and to use. It allows you to record directly into Moodle and
playback on Moodle. It doesn't work in all modules, but it does work in
useful ones like Book, Web page, and Database. Go to http://gong.
ust . hk/ for download for instructions and more information. Don't
forget to agree to trust this certificate the first time you use it.
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Add-on module

Description

OUblog

OUwiki

* Questionnaire

Reader

Stamp collection

* WebQuest

* Ordering task
type for quiz

The key difference between the Moodle Blog and the OUblog is that
you can embed video on the OUblog,.

Like the OUblog, this add-on allows you to embed video.

This is a customizable survey which can be very useful for getting
feedback or opinions on various aspects of the course, or for getting
students to write their own surveys and practice asking questions. You
could also change the permissions so that students can write their own
questions. See the Accounts section (in a bit) on roles and permissions.

This allows you to set up an extended reading program and then test
students on the books afterwards. You can select your own readers and
make your own quizzes.

A

-
¢
X

4 From: Jeff Stanford
x ¥ “h(- To: Jo Smith
Saturday, 4 April 2009, 06:44 PM

Stamps are tokens which you can give to students as a reward for
their performance in Moodle assignments. This may be particularly
appealing to younger learners.

|[EWebQuests |

This is a structured web investigation. It's excellent for guiding
students to do knowledge quests or sharpen their critical
evaluation skills.

This is very useful for language learners: it adds one question type to
the core Quiz module. It allows students to order parts of a whole. For
example, words within a sentence, sentences within a paragraph, or a
chronological succession of events.

Part 2: Site administration how-tos

You'll need to work with your Moodle administrator or have administration
access yourself to do the set-up work covered in this chapter. You'll also need
administrative access to do things like override permissions on set-up pages when
you're setting up activities. Override permissions means you can allow users to do
additional things, like managing files. You can, of course, disallow them to do

certain things.
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If you're impatient to start trying out Moodle, the key how-to sections are the

first six:

e How to create and manage users

e How to create and manage courses

e How to set up activities

e How to upload files to Moodle

e How to upload images to Moodle

Once you've opened a course, you can get going, and then come back to this section
later. But it's worth reviewing all the sections at some point, as they will influence

your Moodle site a lot.

To access the administration menu, go to your Moodle site home page, and find the
Site Administration menu (screenshot below). If your administrator doesn't allow

access to these pages, you need them to set up courses and users for you.

Moodle for languag

Main Menu

48 Useful EFL sites

Site Administration

* Motifications
O Users

) Courses

! Grades

1 Location

1 Language

! Modules

1 Security

! Appearance
1 Front Page
Server

1 Networking
] Reports

1 Miscellaneous

CooooOoOoODoOOoOOoOOoOD

We won't cover every setting, just the ones that particularly relate to language
teaching. You'll still need to check the other settings to make sure they're what

you want.
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How to create and manage users

Authentification

Site Administration | Users | Authentification | Manage Authentification

Here you can choose how new users get accepted — or authenticated —by the system.

Manage authentication

Active authentication plugins

Name Enable Up/Down Settings
Manual accounts Settings
No login Settings
Email-based self-registration oo Settings
o Settings
Spammers!

The key thing to know is that if you enable email-based self-registration,
i you leave the site open to spammers. So it may be better to add and
authenticate new users yourself (see the next section).

Accounts

Site Administration | Users | Accounts | Add a new user

Here you can create new users for your Moodle courses. This allows us to avoid
the need for email-based self-registration, which can leave the system open to
spam attacks.

Site Administration | Users | Accounts | Upload users

If you have a large number of new users, it'll save you time if you prepare a list in a
text file and import it. The text file will look something like this:

username, password, firstname, lastname, email, coursel

John1, password1, John, Odeh, John@yahoo.com, English1

Annamarial, password2, Annamaria, Smith, annamaria@yahoo.com, Englishl
Elizabeth1, password3, Elizabeth, Abel, elizabethabel@yahoo.com, English2
Julia2, password4, Julia, Roberts, jroberts@gmail.com, English2

[30]



Chapter 2

The first line contains the user profile field names. Each field should be separated
by a comma or a semicolon, but only use one separator. When you import the file,
you will need to select the separator you used in the CSV (Comma Separated
Values) delimiter drop-down menu. If your names include diacritics or non-English
characters, make sure you choose the appropriate Encoding. UTF-8 is the standard

for English.

Upload
File (Max size:
8MB)*
CSV delimiter
Encoding
Preview rows

Upload usersa

-
v

UTF-8

ul

10 &

’_ Upload users b

There are required fields in this form marked*.

| Browse...

User profile fields

Users | Accounts | User profile fields

Here you can add fields to the user profile. This personalizes your Moodle site and

can help students to get to know each other better. Examples:

e Text area for hobbies

e Text area for favorite films/books

e Menu of choices for school houses

e Menu of choices for your country's states (US), departments (France),

counties (UK)
e Unique ID numbers
e Wishlists

User profile fields

Other fields = x
Edit

No fields have been defined

Create a new profile field:

“ Create a new profile category

Choose... [E2 |

Checkbox
Menu of choices
Text area
Text input
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Defining roles

Site Administration | Users | Permissions | Define roles

A role is a set of permissions to do things on your Moodle site. The default Roles are
as follows:

Manage roles Allow role assignments Allow role overrides

Roles@

Name Description Short name  Edit

Administrator Administrators can usually do anything on the  admin ax 3
site, in all courses.

Course creator Course creators can create new courses and coursecreator £ x 1t 4

teach in them.
Teacher Teachers can do anything within a course, editingteacher £ x 1 4
including changing the activities and grading
students.
Non-editing teacher Non-editing teachers can teach in courses and  teacher aX1td
grade students, but may not alter activities.
Student Students generally have fewer privileges within  student s 14
a course.
Guest Guests have minimal privileges and usually can guest I
not enter text anywhere. Edit
Authenticated user All logged in users. user g T3

You can explore the permissions for each role by clicking on the role name. The
default permissions may be fine, but you might well find there are other things you'd
like teachers or students to be able to do. You can either edit the role or you can click
on the Add a new role button and create a new role with its own set of permissions.
For example, you could create a role called "superstudent", which allows students to
edit certain pages. Once you've clicked on the name, you'll be presented with a long
list of permissions.
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Manage roles | Allow role assignments | Allow role overrides

View role details@

Selecta role | Student ®

“Edit ) (" Reset to defaults ) 1 Duplicate role Y List all roles

Name: Student
Short name: student
Description: Students generally have fewer privileges within a course.

Legacy role type: LEGACY ROLE: Student

Permissionsa
Capability Not setAllowPreventProhibit Risks
Exabis E-Portfolio
Allow posting - 7'
Export of SCORM-Files
Import of SCORM-Files . A A
Import from Moodle
External sharing of portfolio-entries - &

Internal sharing of portfolio-entries

Use allowed

Click on Edit to amend the permissions. Here are just a few examples of changes you
might want to make for language students:
e Allow Book | Book editing if you want students to create their own books.

e Allow Forum | Add news if you want students to be responsible for their
own news forum.

e Disallow Glossary | Rate entries if the feature is abused.
e Disallow Stamps | View others' stamps if you don't want students to see
how many reward stamps their peers have.

Don't forget to click on Save changes when you have finished.
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It's worth noting that you can override permissions for a given role for individual
modules. To do that, go to the set-up page for the course module, and choose Locally
assigned roles.

Settings Locally assigned roles Cverride permissions

@Updating Glossary in topic 1@

System roles

Site Administration | Users | Permissions | Assign system roles

Here you can give someone a role which is valid for the whole site. It's a good place
to set up course creators and teachers. If you don't want a user to have this role on
the whole of the site, you can allocate roles on the course page.

How to create and manage courses
Site Administration | Add/edit courses

This is where you can create new courses. In Moodle, course is a loose term for an
area of the site that is partitioned off. It could be an actual language course, or it

may be a collection of resources, or you might be using it as a blogging area or for
various forums. You can create categories for your courses by clicking on Add a new
category. For example, you might like to create categories for different languages
and levels. You can choose to hide a course by clicking the eye icon opposite

the course name. Only users with the capability to view hidden courses, such as
teachers, will be able to access hidden courses. When you first add a course, you'll
notice that the default category is "miscellaneous". To change this for new courses,
edit the miscellaneous category, by clicking on the edit icon in the Edit column.

Course categories

Course categories Courses Edit Move category to:
Learning English 4 gx= [Too[3)
Add a new caurse
“Add new category
" Courses pending approval
“Turn editing off )
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Once you have created a course, you need to edit the course settings.

General

Category &
Full name* @

Short name* @

Edit course settings

Learning English =]

Course Fullname 101

CF10l

Course |D number @
Summary @

an

Trebucher ) 1em Mo f#) Bz us == 5 o~
EE=E M SiCiEiE Tydy —PesEee OQEDNoapl © @A

Format (& | Weekly format [

Settings

Details

Category

Full name
Short name
Course ID

number

Summary

Format

Number
of weeks/
topics

Make sure your course is in the category you want it to be in. You can
always change this later by clicking on the settings button on your course.
If you need a new category, you'll need to go back to Site Administration |
Add/edit courses.

Choose the clearest name you can. So, for example, "French level 1" would
be better than just "French", unless you only have one French course.

This is the name that will appear in the breadcrumb at the top of the page.
So for "French level 1", the short name could be "Frlev1", for example.

If your school has a course code, you could put it here. You could also leave
this blank. This field is not shown to students.

Write a brief description of the course. This can later be seen by users who
click on the course block and want an overview of all courses available. It's
an HTML box, so you can include images and even an audio introduction.

There's a choice of six formats. Most teachers choose one of the following:
e Social format—which bases the course around a forum.

e Topics format—which organizes the course into topic sections, as
in the image above.

e  Weekly format—which organizes the course week by week with a
clear start date and a finish date. Each week consists of activities.

You can choose between 1 and 52 weeks or topics. If you choose as many as
52, you will have a long scrolling page, but you do have the option to hide
noncurrent weeks or topics.
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Settings

Details

Course start
date

Hidden
sections

News items
to show

Show grades

Show
activity
reports

Maximum
upload size

Is this a
meta course?

Default role

Course
enrollable

Enrolment
duration

If you set a start date, the course will not be visible to students until this
date.

You can opt to make hidden sections invisible or just collapsible. You will
be able to hide sections by clicking on the right-hand corner of each section.
N.B. Sometimes teachers think they have lost sections, when, in fact, they
are just hidden.

If you select weeks or topics format, a special forum called News will
appear. It's a good place to post notices for all students to see. By default,
all students are subscribed to this forum, and will receive your notices by
email. You can choose to display between 0 and 10 items. If you choose 0,
the news box won't appear at all.

Many of the activities allow you to give grades. By default, the grades are
visible via the grades button on the course page. You can elect to hide the
grades by selecting No here.

An activity report shows students' access and contributions to the activities
on a course. It's often useful for students to see this, so that they can
monitor their own activity. The main reasons for turning it off are because
of the extra load it has on the server, thereby slowing it down, or if there's
no student interest in them, turning it off will declutter the course menu.

This is the maximum file size for files uploaded by students. If the biggest
size is not big enough, you'll have to ask the administrator to change the
PHP setting. Note that the maximum upload sizes can be varied for each
activity on the activity set-up pages.

Making the course a metacourse allows you to enroll students from one or

more existing courses, which will save you time. If you select yes, you'll be
taken to a screen that allows you select the other courses you wish to enroll
students from.

You'll probably choose student as the default role. But imagine you have
a teachers' course where you exchanged ideas. It would then be useful to
make the default role teacher.

Here you can decide whether the course is available now and, if not, what
the start and end dates will be.

This stipulates the period from the start date in which students are still
allowed to enroll.

Enrolment expiry notification

Notify

Notify
students

Threshold

This determines whether you, the teacher, will receive notice that a
student's enrolment period is about to expire.

This determines whether students concerned will receive notice that their
enrolment period is about to expire.

If you have specified an enrolment duration, this setting determines the
number of days notice given before students are unenrolled from the course.
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Settings Details

This allows you to divide students into groups for some or all activities

on a course. If you choose a setting here, it will be the default setting for
the whole course. When you set up activities, you'll find a Groups option
under Common module settings on the main set-up page for each activity.

Groups

The groups setting gives you a choice between:
e No groups

e Separate groups— groups work separately and can't see each
other's work

e Visible groups —groups work separately but can see each
other's work

To populate the groups you'll need to go to the course page |
Administration | Groups. Once there, you can name the groups

and select students for them. There's also an auto-create button which
selects students randomly. The groups that you create will be available
on each module that allows grouping. Teachers viewing those activities
can choose a group to watch.

There are nine possible permutations for viewing and editing rights, as
summarized in this table.

Wiki types

There are three wiki types: Teacher, Groups, Student. In addition, like any activity, the wiki has the Moodle group
modes: "No Groups" "Separate Groups" and "Visible Groups". This leads to the following matrix of nine possibilities:

No Groups Separate Groups Visible Groups

Teacher

Force

Availability

There is only one wiki which
only the teacher can edit.
Students can view the
contents

There is one wiki for every
group which just the teacher
can edit. Students can view
the wiki of their group only.

There is one wiki for every
group which just the teacher
lcan edit. Students can view
the wikis for all groups.

Groups

There is only ene wiki. The
teacher and all students can
view and edit this wiki.

There is one wiki per group.
Students can view and edit
the wiki of their own group
only.

There is one wiki per group.
Students can change the
wiki of their own group only.
They can view the wikis for
lall groups.

Student

Every student has their own
wiki which only they and
their teacher can view and
edit.

Every student has their own
wiki, which only they and
their teacher can edit.
Students can view the wikis.
of other students in their
group.

[Every student has their own
wiki, which only they and
their teacher can edit
Students can view the wikis
of all other students in the
course.

Unless the group mode has been forced by the course seltings, it can be set with the groups icons on the course

home page after the wiki has been created.

+ Ateacher can always edit every wiki in the course

This ensures that the group mode you selected applies to all activities on
a course. This is very handy if you have different cohorts using the same
course and you want to keep them apart from each other.

Here you can decide whether the course is available or not. This will not
override the course start date (above) if you have set it.
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Settings Details
Enrolment This is a password for the course. If you set a key, a key icon will appear by
key the name of the course on the front page, and students will not be able to

Guest access

Do not
allow guests

Allow
guests
without the
key

Allow
guests with
the key

Force
language

Role
renaming

enter the course without the key.

You can also set a group enrolment key. Then anyone who enrolls on the
course using that key will also automatically be made a member of the
group. To do that, you should first set a course enrolment key and then,
when you create a group, add a group enrolment key.

A guest is someone who has not enrolled on Moodle. If they haven't
enrolled, they won't be able to submit work in the activities.

This is a common setting if you want to keep your students' work private.

This is sometimes useful if you want to allow temporary access to a course
to guests.

This allows temporary access, but is good for restricting the number of
outsiders who can see the course.

Here you can choose the default language for your rubrics and menus. The
choice in the drop-down window depends on which language packs you
have installed.

The default names are:
¢  Administrator
e Course creator
e Teacher
¢ Non-editing teacher
e Student
o Guest
e Authenticated user

You might want to change teacher to tutor, student to trainee, etc. Note that
the underlying role stays the same. An authenticated user is someone who
is enrolled on Moodle, but not necessarily on a course. The role enables
them to post to blogs and discussion forums on the front page.

Enrolment key

If students forget the enrolment key, Moodle gives the first letter as a hint.

/ Make sure that the first letter of the course enrolment key is the same as
the first letter of each group enrolment key.
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Course request

Site Administration | Course request

Do you want your Moodle site users to be able to request new courses? If it's
appropriate in your teaching context, it might be a useful way of getting feedback
and developing your site. Authenticated users — that is, all users with a logon —will
see the Course request button at the bottom of the list of courses on their course
page. You can set up email notification of any course requests teachers make. You
can then approve or reject them by going to the list of courses block where you will
see a Courses pending approval button.

You are logged in as Jeff Stan|

Courses pending approval

mfl - Courses pending approval

Short name Full name Requested by Summary Reason for course request

cfb chinese for  Jill Smith basics of | want to learn Chinese  Approve
beginners chinese | Reject
language

If you click on Approve, you will immediately be taken to the course settings
editing page for the new course that you have approved. By default, the person who
requests the course will become the teacher for the new course. If you don't want
students to have the ability to become teachers in their own new courses, you can
edit the student user permissions (see the section on this earlier).

Backups

This is not a specifically language-teaching point, but do remember to set up
automatic backups for your site. Think of all that hard work you're putting into your
site! There is a wide range of options of what you can back up and when. Don't be
put off if you get an "error message" like this:

Surmary

Courses: 1@
O0K: @
Skipped: @
Error: @
Unfinished: 1@

Soeme of your courses weren't saved!!

Please take a look ot your bockup logs in:
http://moodlefloir. com/moodles/admin/report/backups/index. php
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It's often not an error and just means that there were no changes to your course
contents within the last month. See http://docs.moodle.org/en/Backup FAQ
for more information on this.

You can also do a manual backup at any time by going to the course home page:
Administration | Backup.

A good way of cloning a course is to do a course backup, then to

click on Restore. During the restore process, you can opt to restore
’ to a new course, which will be your new, duplicate course.

Course restore: backup-cfb-20090624-1326.zip

"
Fw

Restore to ' New course

Category | Learning English _5!

Shortname ¢t @
Full name _c-r;ingamf-o?lagg.inners @
Course startdate 22 [3] [ june 3] 2010 (3] @

How to set up activities

Each activity starts with a set-up page with an impressive set of variables which help
you control the way the activity is used. They are fairly generic, but let's take Quiz as
an example and look at some of the variables in detail. To get to the set-up page for
any activity, click on Turn editing on. Then select Add an activity... from the drop-
down menu.

Quiz settings

The important thing to remember with the set-up page is that you are setting
variables that relate to the whole activity. There are often more adjustments for
different parts of the activity that you'll come to once you've completed the set-up
page. The Quiz module is a good example of this. Think of the quiz as a shell or
framework for the quiz questions that you'll add later:
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Settings Details

Name This is not the name of the question but of the collection of questions which
might be new or existing ones. Good names might be week 1 test or verb
revision test 3.

Introduction Here we can put some useful information for students, like This test will
practice language we covered in week one of your course.

Timing This is where we can decide when the test is available to students. We can
also set how long students have to do the test and what the lapse between
first and second attempts and between later attempts will be. This is good
if you want students to revise a bit more before they retake the test. If you
set a time limit, then a "time remaining clock" will appear on the student's
test page.

Timing
Openthe quiz @ | 26 [3)/ June 8 (2010 B[ 10 ) (25 | O
Disable
Close the quiz @& 35 ) (uly 8 (200 (10 B9 (25 @ O
Disable
Time limit (minutes) @ 40 # Enable
Time delay between first [ 30 minutes [+
and second attempt @
Time delay between later [ zhours [ 3]
attempts 3
Display There are useful variables here for deciding whether to shuffle the

questions in our quiz and to shuffle options within a question. We
can also set the number of questions appearing on each page.

Display

Questions per page @ s B
Shuffle questions @ | no [3]

Shuffle within questions " ves [3)
@

In the above example, only five questions per page will be shown to
students. The questions will always come in the same order, because
Shuffle questions is set to No. Distracters within questions will be
shuffled because Shuffle within questions is set to Yes.

o
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Settings

Details

Attempts

Grades

Review
options

Here we can decide how many attempts we want students to be able to
make. If you limit the number of attempts, students will see an information
box that tells them how many attempts they will have. If we select Yes

for Each attempt builds on the last, students will see the results of their
previous attempt. That can be a good way to help them learn.

The Adaptive mode is also useful in that it allows students to reattempt a
question immediately. A penalty is usually subtracted from their score for
doing this though. The penalty is set in the next option.

Attempts

Attempts allowed @ 3 anemprs =

Each attempt builds on | ves [+
the last @

Adaptive mode @ | ves [3)

If we allow multiple attempts in the previous option, then we have a
choice of which score to accept. It's important to make your scoring policy
transparent to students.

e Highest grade is the best score for any attempt
o The Average grade is the average of all attempts
First attempt is the grade for the first attempt
Last attempt is the grade for the last attempt

L[]

Grades

Grading method @ | Highest grace |4
Apply penalties 3

Decimal digits in grades | First atemet
@ Last attempt

You can also decide whether or not to apply penalties. If this is not a formal
test, you may want to remove penalties to increase student feel-good factor.
You can also decide how many decimal digits appear in the grades. Some

learners find it easier to understand their score if there are no decimal digits.

The default is for students to be able to review all types of feedback
available after the attempt, while the quiz is still open and after it closes.
The feedback is generally very useful for students to see, but there are
circumstances where you might remove this access, for example, if you
have students taking a more formal test and you don't want them to share
answers until the test is over. In that case, you would just check the Review
options in the third column.

Review options 3)

Immediately after the Later, while the quiz is  After the quiz is closed
attempt still open

™ Responses ¥ Responses ™ Rosponses

& Answers & Answers & Answers

¥ Feedback ¥ Feedback @ Feedback

# General feedback ¥ General feedback ® General feedback

® Scores ® Scores ® Scores

& Overall feedback & Overall feedback & Overall feedback
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Settings Details
Quiz The following options are not foolproof, but they help create a more
security secure environment. If you select Show quiz in a "secure" window, a

new window opens, some mouse actions are prevented and some
keyboard commands are prevented. Students can no longer copy and
paste, for example.

Security
Show quiz in a "secure” | ves |5
window @
Require password @  [19s6d # Unmask

Require network address  231.3.56.10-20

@

This is what students will see in their "secure" window if they try to copy.

[ .
i htp://m The page at http:/ /moodleforlanguages.co.uk says:
' That functionality is currently disabled
.
ok )
Time Rems

0:39:38

What is the name of the 3rd lowest
instrument in a string quartet?

Choos ) a. cello
one

AnswWe b. violin

_ c.viola

(Submit )

( Save without submitting ) ( Submit page )( Submit all and finish )

"Require password" means that students can't enter the quiz without this
password. You can also restrict access to the quiz by stating which network
addresses can have access. If you want to know a computer's network
address, goto http://find-my-ip-address.net/. Students who try
to access the quiz from unauthorized computers will get the following
error message:

" Continue )
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Settings Details

Common This relates to groups settings. There's information about groups earlier in
Module this chapter.

Settings

Overall Here we can provide the general feedback that students will get for their
feedback overall scores on the quiz. N.B. This is not feedback on individual quiz

questions, which you set when creating the question.

Overall feedback &

Grade boundary 100%
Feedback excellent

Grade boundary [go%
Feedback Very good

Grade boundary &ox

Feedback Good startt
Grade boundary [70%

Feedback ot bad!
Grade boundary [s0%

Feedback vou're an the right track, but it's warth revising and redaing this
Grade boundary 0%

(Add 3 more feedback fields )

How to upload files to Moodle

There are several reasons for uploading files to Moodle. Maybe you want to make
them available as a download for students via a course page resource. Maybe you
created a Hot Potatoes quiz and need to upload it. Maybe you want students to
create and upload web pages they have made, so that you can create a class book
(see Chapter 7, Writing Activities for an example of this). Sometimes teachers get a bit
confused by the process, so here's a run through:

1. Go to Administration | Files on your course page or, if you are on an
activity set-up page, click on upload file in your course activity (for example,
Hot Potatoes) if required. This will open a new window.

Maximizing the new window

Sometimes the new window is quite small and you can't
%j,%‘ see all the options. Don't forget you can click on the

green button at the top-left (Mac) or top-right (Windows)

of your machine to maximize the size of the window.
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2. Click on Upload a file.

coursel » Files
Name Size Modified Action
O 3 backupdata 9.5MB 18 January 2009, 12:48 PM Rename
= crossword1.htm 37.8KB 26 June 2009, 12:45 PM Choose Edit Rename
With chosen files... |
(_Make a folder ) Qeriectainy eselrrialiy ( Upload a file

3. Now click on Browse....

Upload a file (Max size: 8MB) --> [

( Upload this file )

( Cancel )

Select the file you want from your computer. Then click on Upload this file.

4.

If you want to use the file in an activity you're creating, click on Choose in
the Action column. It will then appear in your activity set-up page. Here's
an example of a Hot Potatoes crossword which has been uploaded to the
Moodle Hot Potatoes set-up page:

MUpdating Hot Potatoes Quiz in week 1@

General

[ Show Advanced |

Name  crosswordl.ht

File location | course files %)

File name

crossward2.htm

Choose or upload a file ...

Update quiz chain @ | ne |3]

If you need to create a new folder in the course files, click on Make a folder.

With chosen files... g ]

“ Make a folder |
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Then complete the details. For example, to create a folder called

recordings, write:

Create a folder in [

recordings|

" Creare

Cancel

Afterwards, click on the folder in the files list to choose files or add files.

How to upload images to Moodie

When editing text in a web page, forum posting, glossary entry, or database entry,
we often want to add images. The page we're editing usually looks like this:

Page contents:

Trebuchet i

e
v v

lang P8 B I U & = ¥ B vy 0w

EeaE how —

reose OOQGM@ ©

Let's imagine we want to insert a picture of a dog. This is what happens when we
click on the Insert Image icon & in the editing menu. We'll need to import the

picture from our computer. Of course, as we'

goes into an appropriately named folder.

re well organized, we'll make sure it

This is the Insert Image dialog box. Write the folder name animals, and click on

Create folder.

Insert Image

Image URL:

L Ov(.g

Alternate text:

Layout

Alignment: MNotSet | %

Border
thickness:

Spacing
Harizontal:

Vertical:

File Browser

Size

Width:

Helght:

Preview:

O () Moscow
(%] znimas
(] images

(] moddata

] J peopepx
(7] broect files

Selection: | Delete ) [ Move ) Zip ) Rename )

“alr

[ Create folder |

| Uploag |

Browse

Properties

Size: 23034 Type: Image/jpeg
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Now click on our newly created folder, animals. Click on Browse... to select the
image file on our computer. Let's upload a picture of a dog. Click on Upload in the
dialog box. The file will now appear in the Moodle directory. Now click on the dog
picture file in the Moodle directory and fill in the details for the image.

Selection: ( Delete I Move y 14 Zin JL Rename 4

| Create folder )
N

4 N
| Browse... ]

Upload |

Insert Image
Image URL: htto://mocdleforianguages.co.uk/moodieffile. phpl 2 /animals/dog100.j L Ox )
Altzmate text: | Cancel )
Layout Spacing Size
Alignment: Left e Horizontal: 10 Width: 100
Border ; T
i ; Vertical: Helght: 100
File Browser
File uploaded successfully
| [ 2bridges Conny Jeff apr 09.og 12 Jun 2009, 1|8
] EY cat1on.ipg 12 Oct 2008, 0
] E1 dogloo.ipg 12 Oct 2008, 0f
] [EY rabbit100.ipg 12 Oct 2008, 0f
— — 4 >

Properties

Size; 23034

Type: Imzge/joeg

We need to include the following details to improve the picture layout:

These are the words users will see when they hover their mouse

Choose Left if we want the image to the left of the text, Right if we

want it to the right, etc. If we choose nothing, the image will appear

Alternate text

cursors over the image.
Layout

on a separate line to the text.
Spacing

The number refers to the number of pixels between the image and

the text. I've chosen 10 to have a small space and improve layout.
A pixel is just one of the smallest dots that we can see on our

computer screen.
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Click on OK, and the image now appears in the definition box.

General

Concept* dog
Definition* 3

Files section

All images are stored and also accessible via the Files section
on the course page.

S

How to set up a grading system

General settings

Site Administration | Grades | General settings

The grade book is often a key part of language courses, since the results of students'
work in the Quiz, Assignment, and Lesson modules are recorded here. Make a point
of going through the following areas to ensure you have the right settings.

Grade category settings

Site administration | Grades | General settings

Graded roles This controls who appears in the gradebook, which is a list of all
scores for quizzes and assignments. If you have created extra roles
(see roles, earlier in this part) and want those roles to appear in the
gradebook, make sure you check the roles here.

Enable outcomes Outcomes are ways of providing more feedback on specific areas
of competence. In a language context, they could be things like
grammar, fluency, or organization. Outcomes are linked to one of
the scales that you generate on the site (see below for information
on scales). Make sure this setting is on if you want to use outcomes.
They will then be available in many of the modules.
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Grade display type
Site Administration | Grades | Grade item settings
You have a choice of Real, Percentage or Letter. Real is the actual grade out of

whatever total you set. Percentage is that score converted into a percentage. Letter
is that score represented as a letter. (see Letters in a bit).

Scales
Site Administration | Grades | Scales
Scales are a way of evaluating students' performance. You can use the numerical

scale that comes with Moodle, or you can create your own to fit in more closely to
your particular teaching context. Here are some examples:

Name of scale Scale ratings

Award 1 Refer, Pass, Merit, Distinction

Award 2 Fail, Pass after resubmission, Pass

Clarity Not clear, OK, Quite clear, Very clear

Numerical grade 1,2,3,4,5,6

Mistakes Too many mistakes for this to be easy to read, Quite difficult to

read because of the mistakes, Some careless mistakes, Just a few
mistakes, No mistakes

These can be applied to written or spoken work. They can also be applied to contributions to
forums where you might want to comment on quality.

Forum Not sure what you're getting at, thanks for your contribution,
great post

For consistency's sake, make sure each rating starts with a capital letter and that the
punctuation is exactly as it appears in the above table.

To create your own scale, click on Add a new scale.

Scale

Name* Award 1
Standard scale @

Scale* @ |[refer, pass, merit, distinction

Description

Trebuchet B(1em Mg Bzus x«» 8 oo
EEEE 0N EEEE BA —Jledke QBEOQGH ¢

This is your overall mark for the work you have submitted. |

Path: body

( Save changes ") [ Cancel )
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Give the scale a suitable name. Enter the scale you want.

- Entering scales

% Make sure the steps are in increasing order and
are separated by commas.

Give the scale a description so that students (and other teachers) know what you're
referring to. Don't forget to click on Save changes. Your scale will now be available
throughout the site. N.B. Once it has been used, you can no longer delete it.

Outcomes

Site Administration | Grades | Outcomes

This is where you can create outcomes as mentioned earlier. Click on Add a
new outcome.

Outcomes

Full name* 1anguage mistakes
Short name* |mistakes
Standard cutcome @ v

Scale* @ | Grammar mistakes [
Description
Trebuchet ) 1eew B[ (g ) B 2 T8 =& B oo

TG —bede OQEOQWE © @

=EEE=EE=E M M OIS

This outcome describes the number of mistakes you made in your work. If the
score is low, please review your work and make sure you understand where you
went wrong. Ask your teacher if you need to!

Path: body

" Save changes | [ Cancel
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Give the outcome a full name and a short name. Check standard outcome if you
want the outcome to be available site-wide. Next, select the scale you want to use.
In the earlier example I've selected a newly-made mistakes scale for my mistakes
outcome. Finally, write a description which will help students understand the
outcome and take action if necessary.

Letters (grade letters)

In Grade display type, mentioned earlier, you had the option of displaying letters
instead of percentages. This is the page where you can set letter equivalents for
grades. For example:

A =90% to 100%
B =80% to 89%
etc.

You might find a letter system works better for subjectively-marked assignments,
such as essays, where it's difficult to give an exact percentage.

How to edit labels and instructions

Language settings
Site Administration | Language | Language settings
Default language: This is the language of the instructions and menus that students

will automatically see. You might want to change it to one that students more readily
understand.
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Language editing

Site Administration | Language | Language editing

This setting allows you to edit labels and instructions for different modules and
blocks. Click on Edit words or phrases. Choose the block or module file you
want to edit. Change the text in the appropriate box. Then click on Save changes.
It is unlikely you'll want to change anything, but occasionally there are spelling
errors or instructions you'd like to make clearer. Also, you could provide
bilingual instructions for key areas.

Local string customization

Check for untranslated words or phrases  Edit words or phrases  Edit help
documenls

en_utf8 local/ calendar.php &3 |®

New file created

Mo missing strings

IAdvanced options Advanced cptions
advancedoptions

All day ALl day

aliday

Calendar [Calendar
calendar

$a Calendar $a Calendar
calendarheading

click to hide click to hide
clickhide

click to show click to show
clickshow

Options Options
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Language packs
Site Administration | Language | Language packs
Make sure you have the language pack you need for the language you are teaching

from or to. To add a new language pack, click on the language in the right-hand
column, and then click on Install selected language pack.

Installed language packs  Available language packs

Ceitina (cs)
English (en}
Espanol - Espafna {es_es)

Afrikaans (af}
= (ar)
Benapycias ibe)

Brvnrapcew (bg)

9. 0 ) o
Al ke 2 k2 ke {bn)

Bosanski (bs)
Catala (ca)
Cestina (cs)
Cymraeg (cy)
Dansk (da)
Deutsch - Du {de_du)
Deutsch (de}
EAAmLKd (el)
English (en_us)
Espanol - Argentina {es_ar}
Espanol - Mexico (es_mx)
Espanaol - Internacional {es)
Eesti {et)
Euskara (eu}
sl {fa)
: —ion

(Uninstall selected language pack )

( Update all installed language packs | %
-

[« Install selectedulanguage pai:k |

How to manage modules

Site Administration | Modules | Activities | Manage activities

Here you can see the list of modules currently available. I suggest that you go
through the list and hide the ones you're unlikely to use by clicking on the eye icon.
You can always show them again letter. The Database module is hidden in the
following screenshot:

Activities
Activity module Activities Version Hide/Show Delete Settings
&> Assignment 8 2007101511 [ Delete  Settings
fl Book 6 2008081402 s Delete  Settings
) Chat 4 2007101508 &5 Delete  Settings
7 Choice 4 2007101509 <] Delete
=] 4 o Delete  Settings
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The less clutter you have on your site, the easier your users (both teachers and
students) will find it to use. It's also a good idea to check that the settings are
appropriate. For example, the default for the Forum module is to include the writer's
email address, but you might want to override that to preserve the users' privacy.
The glossary settings may also need tweaking. Perhaps you'd like to be able to create
an RSS feed from them, for example. You can also create automatic hyperlinks to the
glossary from elsewhere on the site. So, for example, if a student is reading a story on
a Moodle web page and comes across an unknown word which is hyperlinked, they
can click on the word and go directly to the glossary entry for that word. This is an
excellent tool for language learners.

Site Administration

= Nofifications

O Users

O Courses

O Grades

8 Location

O Language

& Modules

& Activities

" Manage activities
" Assignment
" Book
= Chat
® Database
® Dimdim Web Meeting
" Forum

O Miscellaneous

( Search )

Glossary

Glossary Level Default Settings

Entries shown per page 10
: Entries shown per page

Duplicated entries allowed _

Define if a glossary will allows duplicated
entries by default

" Glossary
= Mobile Quiz Allow comments on entries
: 83 :"E Define if a glossary will accept commentis
= Podcast on entries by default
= Quiz
il L Automatically link glossary # |
“Repon entries
= Resource <=y Define if a glossary should be automatically
= Roleplay linked by default
= SCORM/AICC
= Slideshow
* Target Approved by default ™
=) :
= S[ITCK: Define the approval status by default of an
iter:
= Securlly entry posted by a student
8 Appearance
g Front Page Enable RSS feeds (no [3)
Server =
23 Networking This switch will enable the possibility of
£1 Reports RSS feeds for all glossaries. You will still

need to turn feeds on manually in the
settings for each glossary.

How to manage blocks

Site Administration | Modules | Blocks | Manage blocks

As with modules, it's worth checking the settings for the core blocks to make sure
they're appropriate for your course.

One block that may need your attention is the RSS feeds block; by default, only
administrators can add feeds. Maybe you'd like teachers to be able to. Maybe
students, too! This is another example of how versatile Moodle can be. See the
next section for help with enabling RSS feeds.
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How to manage sticky blocks
Site Administration | Modules | Blocks | Sticky blocks

You can configure certain blocks to appear on all instances of courses and/or all
instances of My Moodle — these are called sticky blocks. My Moodle is a personalized
home page which students can customize themselves. Having this freedom to edit
blocks often increases student motivation, which is just what we want. Here are

some examples of blocks that you might want to convert to sticky blocks:

¢ Online users: Allowing users to see who else is online and get in touch via

the message facility.

e RSS feeds: Moodle has its own aggregator which allows students to follow
RSS feeds: these could be announcements from you via Twitter, or stories
from foreign language websites, for example. This setting allows feeds to be
shown on Moodle pages. You need to add site-wide RSS feeds to make RSS

feeds available to students on their My Moodle pages.

e My Moodle preview/Twitter: The My Moodle section, coming in a bit, gives
you a preview of a My Moodle page. Using Twitter with Moodle is covered

at the end of this chapter.

How to set up remote RSS feeds

Site Administration | Modules | Blocks | Remote RSS Feeds

To add a feed, click on Add/Edit Feeds.

Add/Edit Feeds

Remote RSS Feeds

Entries per faed =

The default number of entries to show per
feed,

Timeout 30

Submitters

Time in minutes before an RS3 feed
expires in cache. Note thal this time
defines the minimum time before expiry;
the feed will ba refrached in cache on the
next cron execution after expiry
Recommended values are 30 mins or
greater.

verybudy )

Who will be allowed to define new rss
feeds? Defined feeds are available for any
page on your site.
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Now copy the RSS feed link from the site you want to track into the box Add a news
feed URL. If you want other teachers and students to be able to access your feeds,
you also need to click on shared feed when you add the feed.

twitter feed

http:/lfreemyfeed.com
ffeed/aHROcHMBLy20d210dGVyLmNvbS9zdGFOdXNIcy9memilbmRzX3RpbWVsaWSsILzExMTIwMDMyLnJzczo6
Twitter updates from violinjeff / violinjeff and folks.

Update a news feed URL:
http:/ /freemyfeed.com/feed/aHROCHMELY30d 2 10dGVyLmMNvbS9zdCFOdXNIcy®
Custom title (leave blank to use title supplied by feed):

twitter feed

# Shared feed

(edir ) Validate feed

There are lots of ideas for sources of RSS feeds in the RSS feed activity in Chapter 7,
Writing Activities.

Click on Validate feed to make sure the feed is working. If you get a
Congratulations! message, click on the Add button. See Chapter 7,
Writing Activities for help with adding an RSS feed block to your course.

How to manage filters
Site Administration | Modules | Filters | Manage filters

Several of the activities in this book make use of multimedia plugins, such as Flash
and NanoGong. You'll need to make sure that the filters are enabled here. If you
don't enable filters for mp3 files, MOV files, etc., students won't be able to watch
these media on the Moodle site. Note that there is no filter for WAV audio files, so
you'll need to convert them to MP3 files before you try to upload them onto your
Moodle site. The recording program, Audacity, allows you to convert easily via its
Export command in the File menu. There's a longer section on Audacity later in this
chapter if you need it.
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Manage filters
Active filters
Name i L
Multimedia Plugins L. +  Settings
Glossary Autp-linking - +4
Nanogong ® t+
Database Auto-linking - T
~
" Settings
o Setiings
s Sattings

How to control the HTML editor

Site Administration | Appearance

There are many ways you can change the appearance of your Moodle site. The best
thing to do is work through the list and experiment. It's worth paying particular
attention to the language-learning needs of your students with the following:

HTML editor | Hide buttons
Site Administration | Appearance | HTML editor

If you have learners who don't want such a broad range of editing tools, you can
hide some of the editing buttons here. This is particularly useful for first-time users
who may prefer simpler interfaces at first.

Hidden buttons Fontnama U O = o
Font-size = a
Format _ LB B8
B - @
i " 7]
L S L L 0
& I= FIs
o =g Bco
A = B
By
& B =
o] ]
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There may be buttons you don't need on the menu, such as the x2 buttons
(for super- and sub-script). Simply check them and then save the changes. Then
the editing menu on your activity set-up pages will look a bit less cluttered.

On the same page, you can change the font faces available, or change the default
size —maybe you'd like something bigger for your students. You can even change
the background color of the HTML windows from white if you want to spice up
your pages.

How to manage tags
Site Administration | Appearance | Manage tags

Tags can be a great way of highlighting vocabulary. As teacher/administrator you
can set up official tags on this page. When you or your students write a blog, they
can select one of your tags. From this page you can see all the tags that have been
created on your Moodle site. If any of them are misspelled, you can correct them.
You can also see how many times each tag has been used.

"get over” was added as an official tag.

(" Add official tags

Select all ) (" Deselect ail )

With selected tags... [5) OK )
Firstname : ALABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Sumame :AIABCDEFGHIJKLMNCPQRSTUVWXYZ
First Fisg
name/ Count 3 Modified New tag name Tagtype Select
Surname

i 129
name

14 get  Jeff
over Stanford
Jeff

put —_— -
B of  stenford © 0 |Asacs “offical 5 O

0 0 now offical j8) O

12 take Jeff

on  Stanford ° 0 [Mssce offical 8]

give Jeff : —
6’ up  Stanford 0 0 jfif=ecs Official )

put

Jeff ——

10 up Shastiont 0 0 24 secs Official 3]
with

How to control My Moodle
Site Administration | Appearance | My Moodle

If you check this, non-administrative users will be forced to go to their own
homepage when they log on. They'll get a reminder of tasks they still have to do, and
they can choose which blocks appear. The Hello everybody!! message in the next
screenshot is an HTML block where the students can write anything they want, put
up links, images, embed videos, or add audio. They can also add their own avatar. If
you make RSS feeds available for the whole site, they can also be added here. All the
above are covered in later sections of this chapter.
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Personal Glossary & Quizzer
Glossary
Quizzer

Add language

My courses
% English 1
All courses ...

Tags
get over

Exabis E-Portfolio

i= My Portfolio
& Shared Portfolios
= Export SCORM-File

Wikipedia

WIKIPEDIA

mfl ~ Overview of my courses

mfl: Overview of my courses

English 1

Assignment: trial audio

Due date: Wednesday, 22
October 2008, 07:45 PM

Not submitted yet (246 days 13 hours late)

Assignment: trial

Due date: Thursday. 23
October 2008, 09:10 AM

Not submitted yet (246 days late)

Assignment: write a story

Due date: Tuesday, 20 January
2009, 03:25 PM

Not submitted yet (156 days 18 hours late)

Assignment: yesterday

Due date: Tuesday, 20 January
20089, 03:25 PM

Submitted, Reviewed

Assignment: letter of complaint

You are logged in as Jo Smith (Logout)
)
t'. Edit this page.)

English (en)

Hello

everybody!! this is my very
own moodle page

twitter feed =

tantalise: Mullah Nasreddin, lustiger
Held und Philosoph
hitp://de wikipedia_org/wiki/N asreddin

tantalise: Persiankiwi hasn't tweeted
since Wednesday, hate to imagine
what's happening to him.
#iranelection #persiankiwi

dudenevae: RT @sdjenner: unlike
garry glitter? - GG is an abomination
but we're talking degrees of
abomination, | think - haggling over
the price :-}

One small point about adding images, though: student users cannot upload images
directly from their computers via their Insert Image box. But a simple workaround
is to click on the Insert Image icon i and then copy the URL from a social
networking site, or a photo site like Flickr (http://www.£flickr.com/) or Picasa
(http://picasa.google.com/), and paste that into the Image URL box.

Configuring a HTML block

Block Title:

(leave blank to hide the title)

Content:

Trebuchet

B (1 B9 ) g} B 7 U &

X % B o

Path: body » img

8686

Insert Image

T —bedewe QEOQOSE ©

=

Hello ¢

(L} 1 hltp',’,’mundlefﬂr\anguages.m‘ukfmudleﬂibfedilnr;‘hm{j_\

| Insert Image

Image URL: hbtp:,fflh3.gg|:|ht.cum,’_we]dGHZUNiMSSpIquagBIfM( Preview -'.l

Altemate text: | alexia

Layout

Alignment: | Baseline F:]

Border thickness: g

Spacing ———
Horizontal: 1

Vertical: g

|

( o« ) cancel )

e ————————
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How to enable users to add RSS feeds

Site Administration | Server | RSS

If you want teachers to be able to add RSS feeds to courses and students to be able to
add RSS feeds to their My Moodle pages, you need to make sure this is enabled.

RSS

Enable RSS feeds #

This switch will enable RSS feeds from
across the site. To actually see any change
you will need to enable RSS feeds in the
individual modules too - go to the Modules
settings under Admin Configuration.

( save ﬁhnnges )

How to set up a course calendar

As the overview earlier shows, calendars can provide a useful function in course

management. Here's how to add one to your course.

1. Turn editing on.
2. Go to the Blocks menu.
3. Select Add Calendar.

Calendar
e x
4 September 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

2 3 4

7 & 8 10 2

14 15 16 17 18
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30
Events Key
& Globa % Course
4 Group 4 User
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4. Click on the month — September 2009 in this case. That will take you to the
calendar entry page.

Calendar

il Amandabome - Cabendar - Sepimmber 1000

Dwtailed Month View: | i ississ ) [ e}
4 August 2009 Septomber 2009 October 2009 »

Sundsy  Mondsy  Tussday Wednesdsy Thumdsy  Fridsy  Ssturday

. ' ' ’ " . 3
14 5w
woHow o ou

n u " " " " » v ow
P
;.

= n u n n n » ST

Sun Mom Tuw Wed Thu Fri Sat

= a n » 12 %4

e s oW

youoow oo

Globial avants: shown {cdick 1o hide) Cenrna avents: shown (clec 1o heta) el et
Glroup evants: shown (cick 1o hid) Usar evants: shown (chck 1o hide)

5. First, click on Preferences... to set things like the first day of your week.
6. Click on New Event to create a new entry.

Type of event:

@ User event
) Course event
O site event

ok ) [ cancel )

° User events can only be seen by individual users

° Course events can be seen by every user in all groups on
a course

o

Site events can be seen by all users on the site
Choose carefully!
7. Fill in the details on the following screen.

Maow Event (User avant)

Naeme: Cas parry

D Tretnares B inm 8 ) us 9
EEEE aw EEEE T —lwes GOgGM

Clazs party in the Great Hall.

()
Dale: i 8| Sepnmber 8) [ 2069 19 Time | 90 ) (00 )
Duration: O Without duration
& Until 1 B[ Seprember 18)( 2005 1) Time (55 )00 19)
1 Duration In minutes

Repeals. & No repeals o
@ Repeat weekly, crealing alogether events

[ Save changes )
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Make sure you fill in the Until section. After you've saved your changes,
you'll notice that you have the option of exporting your calendar to your
desktop calendar.

8. Back on the course page, the calendar entry will be highlighted on the
calendar on the course page.

Calendar
B2 e x
« September 2009 >

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Tuesday, 1 September events
.'i] Class party

20 21 22 23 24 25 2%
27 28 29 30

Events Key
a Global 4t Course

a8 Group e User

How to create a Flash audio player

We can include MP3 recordings on Moodle web pages. These will appear as simple
players. It's well worth learning how to this, so that we can provide listening
material for our students.

To create your player:
1. Make the recording. Audacity is a good, free program for doing this. Save the
file as an MP3. There's a section on Audacity later in this chapter.

2. Open up a Moodle web page on your course. The easiest way to do this is to
go to a course page, then turn editing mode on.

You are logged in as Jeff Stanford (Logout)

@ Switch rale to... |4 ! Turn editing on |

Editing button

> You'll find the editing button in the top right-hand
corner of your screen.
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3. Next, click on Add a resource..., and choose Compose a webpage.

4. Write a link word; for example, recording. Highlight that word by dragging

5. Now insert a link to the audio file by clicking on the chain icon in the

6.

the cursor across it.

Compose a web page

Full text* @
Trabuchet 1 ) ) g 1)
ESEE v EEHFEE G — oo

This is my new recording

menu .

In the URL box, write down the link to your audio file. Give the link a title.

ene

Insert Link —

l:|_| http:/ /moodleforlanguages.co.ubyy |

Insert Link

Target: | None B

Anchors: | e i

URL: nguages.co.uk/moodieffile. php/ 2/ sounddips/palitics. mp3

Title:  politics clip

-

Corowse.. V[ ok N cancel

If we don't know the file location, we can either browse to a file on our
computer, or link to a Moodle file which we have already uploaded.

It's good practice to make a separate folder for different categories of files.
After you click on Browse..., you'll see this:

Insert Link

File Browser

{1 dipl.mp3

o

soundclips

% hellohowareyoutoday.mp3 9 Dec 2008, 11:23 AM
{3 middlernarch.mo3

7 neverdothatagain.mp3

Selection: [ Celerm | Move | 2ip 1 Remame |

12 Oct 2008, F1:45 PM

3 Feb 2009, 10:33 AM

9 Dec 2008, 11:23 AM

i
- palitics. mp3 12 Jun 2009, DE:58 AM | O

( Create fokder )

(“Browse... ) (" Upload

Close
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7. Choose a suitable name for your new folder, and then click on Create folder.

8. Now click on your newly-created folder.

Insert Link
File Browser
— ] e TN ZTRK
[ [ omject fles EPF-urEMC@
[ O sounddios 12 Jun 2006
1 [ teossart 16 Oct 2008
:‘ [ Asarat?.jpg 13 Feb 2008 A
] B ERPresatV1Melnn i Unzip List 25 lan 2005 ¥
———— B ] 4k
Selacﬁcn:-'-i-}EIEﬁ Y[ Mave 'Il"-ilc: Y[ kename | [ Cose Y
[ Create fokder )
( Browse... (" uplad )

9. Click on Browse... to select the audio file on your computer.

10. Click on Upload this file. If the maximum file size is too low for your audio
file, ask your administrator to increase it by adjusting the php. ini file.

11. Click on the file you've uploaded and we'll be taken back to the web page
Insert Link dialog box.

12. Click on OK.

13. Toggle to the HTML view of your page (<* in the menu), and remove the
word recording from between the <a>. . ..</a> tags in the HTML.

This is what it looks like before:

Compose a web page

Full text* @

Trebuchet 1@t Lang A EE FEE F AR
EEEE A EEEE BE CdEEE QEOGEBR o @
You are in TEXT MODE. Use the [<>] button to go back to WYSIWYG MODE
This is my mew <a href="http://moodleforlanguages.co.uk/moodle/file.php
f2/soundclips/politics.mp3” title="politics clip"rrecording</a>
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And this is what it looks like after:

Compose a web page

Full text* @

Treouchat 18 Lang BlETE = m ES
EEEE Mn EEFEE Bbd =@ QU Oy « @

You are in TEXT MODE. Use the [<:>] button to go back to WYSIWYGE MODE.

This is my new <a href="http://moodleforlanguages.co.uk/moodle/file.php
f2/soundelips/politics.mp3” title="politics clip"»</fa>

14. Now click on Save and display at the bottom of the page. Our recording is
now available via the Moodle player.

This is my new

How to import glossary entries

To save inputting time, you could also think about importing wordlists from other
sources into your Moodle glossaries. They will need to be in XML format. So see
the XML file creator section in this chapter or ask your Moodle administrator if you
need help.

There's also a glossary exchange on the official Moodle site: http://moodle.org/
mod/glossary/view.php?id=2739. Here you can benefit from other people's hard
work, by downloading their glossaries. This could also be a useful adjunct to your
vocabulary work in Chapter 3, Vocabulary Activities. If you produce a glossary that
you would like to share with others, you can upload it here, too. Note that if you
follow the glossary exchange link, you'll have to click on Create new account link on
the moodle . org site and then enroll on the moodle. org Glossary Exchange course to
access the glossaries.

Once your new account is confirmed, go to http://moodle.org/course/, and
choose Moodle Exchange and then Glossary Exchange. In the Moodle Glossary
Exchange, click on the XML files next to the entries to download the glossary
you want.
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That will download the glossary to your computer. Then go to a glossary you have
set up in Moodle, and click on Import entries in the top right hand corner:

Enlish 1 fd (<) Jumpto..

mfl » E1 » Glossaries - Capitals of the world

Write interesting facts about capitals. Add images if you like.

“Search " @ Search full text

LAlE 2]
(" Update this Classary

Import entries / Export entries é

Then browse to the saved XML file to import it.

Click on Open or Save, depending on your operating system. You'll then get a

confirmation that looks something like this:

Import entries from XML file

Total entries: 2
Imported entries: 2

" Continue

How to download videos from YouTube

It's sometimes useful to download videos from YouTube so that you can edit them

for teaching purposes. You can do this in several ways:

e Copy the video URL, and paste it on KEEPVID at http://keepvid.com/.
When you click Download, you will be provided with a link to save the

video as an FLV file.

e Firefox users can install a YouTube video converter. Open Firefox, and go
to Tools | Add-ons to search for the extension. It downloads all embedded
objects on a web page, including the video clips. Once you've installed the
add-on, the YouTube page will include this Download Video As button.

critterpaw

Littfe Critter™ has a secret.

URL  hiipiwww.youtube comiwatcn =0V _Kg8Tk

Download Video As : FLV 3GP MP4 [7]

oY Subscribe
o s May 06, 2007
(more info)

Embed <object width="425" height="344"><param nc |
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Once you have downloaded your video, you can edit it in Movie Maker (Windows)
or iMovie (Mac). This is useful if you want to chunk a longish video in preparation
for teaching. Afterwards, you will have to upload the chunked versions to YouTube
and embed each chunk separately in your Moodle page.

How to display other websites within your
Moodie site

It might be useful to show another website within your Moodle. For example, you
might want to use the BBC's Day in pictures as a basis for a forum discussion. To do
that, click on Add a resource..., and select Compose a web page. Then click on the
toggle HTML icon <> in your HTML editing panel and insert the following code.
Swap the URL between the inverted commas in the first line with the URL you want
to show.

<iframe src =" http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in pictures/8130538.stm"
width="100%" height="1000">
<p>Your browser does not support iframes.</p>
</iframe>

That would display the following;:

English 1
mfl - E

Activities
i xes
i Assignments
%
[ Chats
7 Cheices
@ Detabases
Ditricrm Wiah Meutings
3 Flash Cards
ik Forums
& Games
@ Glossasios
[£] Glossary Cardbowes
W Hol Polatoes Quizoes
[3 Joumals
B Lessons
! Mobile Quizzes
45 NanaGangs
-4 OU biogs
i O wikis
T Poduasts
) Project
A Qunstion Creatian
[ Questionnatres
[} Quizzes
il Reader
. Roparts
[ Resourcas
o Rolopliys
W SCORME/AICES
= Slhdeshows
&, Stamp collections
[ SWFs
. Targats
& WebTuests
15 Wikis
e Warkshons

News Frant Page

TR

Africa
Americas

Asia-Pacific

farope

Migdie Enst

South Asia

uK

Business

Health

Science & Environment
Technology
Entertainment

Alsa In the news

Video and Ausfic
Programmes
Farve Your Say
Cruery Prafiles
Specal Reports

Related BOC sites
Spurt

o ar H000 GHT, Thursaay, 2 Juty 2008 2100 L

B £-mall this to a friend

Day in pictures

Vo are Topged i 8 Jefl Slankard [Logod)|
[ Updaze this Resource |

Prople
e xes
I Participants

Word of the day!
= ametrs

celw
farmyard animal
Adld your orm warnds tn this
coliecton
More words...

Tags
JBiw sxets

brighten dar detay dun
et over o over leter never
postrman train

IMDb Nows
$ox axers

AckifExit Fencs
TV Star Cobchia To Wekma Baby
Ray
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Don't forget that a lot of schools censor websites, so make sure the URL is an allowed
site. It is also good practice to acknowledge the source of the website, if it is not clear
what it is.

How to avoid spam

A word of warning from Martin Dougiamas, the founder of Moodle:

One of the most common security issues on Moodle sites is profile spam.
This is a problem on sites with the combination of these two settings:

% ¢ Email authentication is enabled, allowing people to self-create an
s account on the site

e  The admin setting forceloginforprofiles is disabled, allowing
anyone to see and link to user profiles

The problem with these settings is that spammers can create a page on the Moodle
site, which they can fill with links and pictures of porn and other nasty stuff. This

in turn comes up in Google searches for those things, and is used to boost ratings to
porn sites or hacking sites designed to take over your personal computer. Note that
this content is designed for people using search engines, and is usually not available
from within the Moodle site itself (since spammers don't join any courses), so users
and administrators are usually not even aware that their site is having this problem.

To help stop this, go to Site Administration | Users | Authentification | Manage
Authentificaton, and disable Email authentication if is not needed, and if it can't
be disabled, then forceloginforprofiles should definitely be enabled. You can alter
settings at Site Administration | Security | Site Policies.

Site policies

Protect usernames ¥

By default forget_password.php does not display any hints that would allow guessing of
usernames or email addresses.

Force users to login _

Normally, the front page of the site and the course listings (but not courses) can be read by
people without logging in to the site. If you want to force people to log in before they do
ANYTHING on the site, then you should enable this setting.

Force users to login for &

pietles This setting forces people to login as a real (non-guest) account before viewing any user's

profile. If you disabled this setting, you may find that some users post advertising (spam) or
other inappropriate content in their profiles, which is then visible to the whole world.
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There is also a Captcha feature available, which also helps reduce spamming. You
can enable that at Site Administration | Users | Authentificaton | Email-based
Authentification. The Captcha feature forces users to enter the words they see to
complete the authentification process. You'll need to get your Moodle administrator
to make sure you have a PHP cURL extension for this to work.

Choose your username and password

Username™

Password™ I Unmask

More details

Ernail address™
Email (agair™
Firstname™
Surname™
Cityitoen ™

Country™ | Select a county A
reCAPTCHA (3) m

Enter the words above
Get another CAFTCHA
Getan audio CAFTCHA

[ Create my new account | [ Cancel |
There are required fields in this farm marked™®.

Part 3: Some useful external programs
and resources

You can do many of the activities in this book without additional programs.
However, the following programs and resources, arranged in alphabetical order,
can help enrich your Moodle service:

Assessment Reminder service
Audio Scheduling service
Avatars Screencasts
Directories of websites Twitter

Firewalls Video

Hot Potatoes Widgets

HTML Word processors
International accent marks and XML file creator
diacritics

[69]



Getting Started with Moodle

Assessment

If you'd like to find out more about assessment, there are several books for beginners
that could be helpful:

e "Language Testing" (Oxford Introduction to Language Study ELT), Brian Heaton,
Oxford University Press

o "Writing English Language Tests" (Longman Handbooks for Language Teachers), ].
B. Heaton, Longman Pub Group

e "Language Test Construction and Evaluation" (Cambridge Language Teaching
Library), ]. Charles Alderson, Caroline Clapham, Dianne Wall, Cambridge
University Press

e Cambridge Language Assessment series (Cambridge University Press)

o

" Assessing Reading", |. Charles Alderson
°  "Assessing Writing", Sara Cushing Weigle

o

" Assessing Listening", Gary Buck

o

" Assessing Speaking", Sari Luoma

o

"Assessing Grammar", James E. Purpura

Websites relating to assessment

Dr Glen Fulcher's site provides a wide range of videos, articles, and links on
language testing: http://languagetesting.info.

If you'd like to review how to write multiple choice items, try out
http://pareonline.net/getvn.asp?v=4&n=9.

Audio

Audacity is a free program, available for download from http://audacity.
sourceforge.net/. The site has extensive support pages that will help you install
and use the program. The help pages also offer some foreign language tutorials on
installation and use. To save audio files as MP3 files, you'll need to make sure you
also download a lame driver. The file you need —1ame _enc.dl1l —is available from
http://lame.buanzo.com.ar/.
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Here are some of the attractive features of Audacity:

Easy to use —click on red to record, brown to stop, green to play. Then
navigate to File | Save to save your file.

Allows you to record from the Internet.

Control recording quality by changing the sample rate and bit rate. See
Chapter 11, Formatting and Enhancing Your Moodle Materials for more
information on this.

Multiple tracks allowing you to record voice plus music plus other
background sounds, for example. In the following screenshot, there is a track
for Jeff's voice, background music and bird sounds. To create a new track,
you can click on the red record button, import a file (File | Import), or you
can copy and paste a track from another project.

2:55.0 2:56.0 257.0
| f | f L

X[leffvoice_ w[ 1.0
Stereo, 44100Hz 1

32-bit float 0.0
Mute [ Selo |_j0]
Log . .J 1]
Eg f 1 0o
-1.0 |
X] Music | 1.0
Stereo, 44100Hz
32-hit float 0.01
Mutze [ Solo |_30]
NG T S TR
Lo £ 1 0.0+
-1.0
x[birds *| Lo |
Stereo, 44100Hz 1 |
32-bit float 0.07 ——
Mute [ Solo |_-3.0] ‘
T W S
Eg f 1 00-
-1.0 |
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e Ability to change pitch without changing the tempo. This is useful if you
have no one to record a dialog with and want to simulate two people, one
with a higher voice and one with a lower voice. (See Chapter 4, Speaking
Activities, Activity 5 for an example of this). In this screenshot, the pitch has
been lowered by 9 semitones from an F# note to an A.

-4 T g
| EREE0Y

Change Pitch

Change Pitch without Changing Tempo

by Vaughan Johnson & Dominic Mazzoni
using SoundTouch, by Olli Parviainen

Ou ; -
Pitch: from _F#/Gb @ 2o w A @

@ down
Semitones (half-steps): -9.00
Frequency (Hz): from 760.345 1o 452.104

Percent Change: -40.540

=
(G C56)

e Ability to slow the tempo without changing the pitch. To do that, select
the track you want to change by highlighting it with a mouse. Then choose
Effect | Change tempo. Drag the Percent Change pointer down to make it
slower and up to make it faster.

(] > @ u)m)w]E5F

8en0n Change Tempo

Change Tempo without Changing Pitch

by Vaughan Johnson & Dominic Mazzoni
using SoundTouch, by Olli Parviainen

Percent Change: -20.000]

Beats per Minute (BPM): from o

Length (seconds): from 10.74 to 13.42

(cancel ) 0K

( Preview )
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Ability to add more than one track. For example, the Podcast in Chapter
5, Grammar Activities, Activity 1 could start with clips of music. You could
record voice on track one and music on track two.

- 10
L

o= ¢

— P ek

x]nmrog i -

Steren, 44100Hz
32-bit float

Mute | Solo

Ao

L 3

ie]

-1.0

0.0
-1.0 |

x| Music bkgr

Stereo, 44100Hz
32-bit float

Mute [ Solo

- +
g
L i

9

Lo

0.0 48

-1.0

Lo

0.0 B0

-1.0]

You could also use the fade out feature to make the sound peter out just
before the voice comes in. To do that, use your mouse to select the part of
the recording where you want the fade out. Then select Effect | Fade from
the menu.

Some free and handy sound clips can be found at the following sites:

http:
http:
http:
http:
http:
http:
http:
http:

http

//www . findsounds . com (sound clips, sound effects)

//www.freeaudioclips.com

//www.archive.org/audio/etree.php

//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Free sound resources

//www.freesound.org/whatIsFreesound.php

//www.magnatune . com (independent music to download)

//odeo.com (audio and video files)

//soundsnap . com (sound library —sound effects and loops)

: / /musopen. com (classical music)

You and your students can use these to add spice and interest to your Moodle
productions!
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Avatars

If you have younger children using your Moodle site, they might enjoy

using speaking avatars which are available from various sites. For example,
http://www.voki.com/create.php. Many adults enjoy these, too, as they help
personalize presentations.

Get a Voki now!

You could either create an avatar of yourself so that children hear and see your
avatar instead of you, or you can help students make their own avatars.

Once you've created your avatar, simply embed the code Voki gives you into an
HTML page on the Moodle site. It works on the following HTML pages: HTML
blocks, labels on course home pages, web pages, and books. Here's how you'd add
an avatar for a block.

1. On your course home page, click on Turn editing on.
In the drop-down blocks menu, add an HTML block.

In the new HTML block, click on the hand edit button # to configure your
HTML block. Click on the HTML toggle icon <>.

4. Copy and paste the code from the Voki site: it will look something like this:

<script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript"
src="http://vhss-d.oddcast.com/voki embed functions.php"></
script><script language="JavaScript" type="text/javascript"s>AC
Voki Embed (200,267, "1c368800a939f£9214fcce867£d8d07dd", 1421611,
1, "", 0);</script><BR><a href="http://www.voki.com/"><b>Get a
Voki now!</b></a><BR><BR>

5. Click on Save.
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Directories of websites

RSS feeds

Here are a few podcast directories:

e http://www.podcast41ll.com/page2.html

e http://www.rssmountain.com/directory category.php

Once you're confident in this area, you could consider projects that result in your or
your students own weekly podcasts. For example, school news, or a weekly drama
serial. See Chapter 4, Speaking Activities, Activity 5 for an example of this.

Websites

This URL contains Time Magazine's 50 best websites. It could be a useful source of
materials on your course.

http://www.time.com/time/specials/2007/completelist/0,29569,1809858,
00.html

There is a glossary of useful EFL websites on http://teachereducation.org.uk,
which may also be useful. As with so many directories, it will take you to yet
more directories.

Firewalls

Many schools set up firewalls which stop teachers and students from using popular
sites like YouTube. One way round this is to download the video from the video site
and then upload it to your Moodle.

Several sites offer a video download service. Here are some I've used:

e http://www.teflclips.com/?page_1id=10
e http://kissyoutube.com
e http://javimoya.com/blog/youtube en.php
e Edublogs.tv
They allow you to download YouTube videos as Flash videos, which you can then

embed in your Moodle page. Make sure that Site Administration | Modules |
Filters is set to allow Flash videos.

If you need to convert your file from an FLV file to a SWF Flash file, you can do that
online at http://media-convert.com/convert/.
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The easiest way to show your video on Moodle is to use the SWF activity module,
available for download at http://code.google.com/p/moodle-swf/.

Hot Potatoes

Hot Potatoes is a free quiz program, which you can download from
http://hotpot.uvic.ca/. You can make attractive tests such as cloze tests,
crosswords, matching exercises, and multiple-choice. It's easy to include images,
video, and audio in your questions, too. There are versions for Windows and Mac
computers, and you'll find lots of examples and support on the website. The big
advantage of using Hot Potatoes, rather than the native Moodle Quiz module, is that
it's much easier to use. The main advantage of using the Moodle Quiz module is that
you get better statistics on your questions and it may well fit better into the layout of
your Moodle. Also, it makes it much less easy for students to cheat by clicking on the
back button, which is a feature of Hot Potatoes.

The way Hot Potatoes works with Moodle is that you prepare your quiz in Hot
Potatoes, then save it in the same folder as any associated files, like images or sound.
You then create a Hot Potatoes activity in Moodle and import your saved Hot
Potatoes quiz into a course files folder. You'll need to upload the associated files

into the same course file separately.

The Windows version of Hot Potatoes also allows you to save your Hot Potatoes
quiz as a SCORM file, which bundles all the files in the activity. You can then
import the SCORM file directly into your course home page via Add an Activity... |
SCORM/AICC.

The only drawback is that you'll lose some of the Moodle Hot Potatoes gradebook
features, but you will have a fully-functioning stand-alone activity.

Hot Potatoes crossword

In Chapter 3, Vocabulary Activities, there's an example of how you'd
make a crossword in Hot Potatoes and import it into Moodle.

Y
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HTML

Learning some basic HTML to edit your pages

In case you want to understand and control your web pages a little better, this site
introduces you to some basic HTML and gives you chance to try out your code:
http://www.w3schools.com/html/html primary.asp. You can also check out:

e http://www.htmlprimer.com/

e http://www.goodellgroup.com/tutorial/

KompoZer

Students can create a variety of pages within Moodle — for example, in forums, wikis,
and assignments, but they do not have permissions to create stand-alone web pages
on course pages. Since these pages are fun and useful for students to create as a way
of practicing language, it's worth helping them to make them by using a dedicated
web-page program. Completed web pages can then be uploaded by students to the
course files folder (see uploading files in this chapter) and used by the teacher to
display in the Book module.

A simple way of helping students create web pages is to use a free WYSIWYG
(What You See Is What You Get) program like KompoZer, which is available

for Windows and Mac at http://kompozer.net/download.php. Once you've
downloaded the program, it's a good idea to follow the tutorial in the Help menu.
There are three key things to remember when you save your web page:

e Create a separate folder for files relating to one web page.

e Anything you insert into the web page, such as images or sound files, must
be kept in that folder, or they won't appear on the web page.

e The web page size is limited by the maximum upload limit for your Moodle.
Ask your administrator if you need to increase it.

There's an example of how to create a book using student web pages in Chapter 7,
Writing Activities.

Images

Chapter 11, Formatting and Enhancing Your Moodle Materials gives some suggestions
on improving your digital images and points to http://myimager.com, which has
a useful collection of online image editing tools. First of all, you'll need to produce
some images. The best source is often your own camera.
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The following sites offer collections of ready-to-use free images.

e http://web.uvic.ca/hcmec/clipart

e http://www.openclipart.org

e http://www.sxc.hu/

e http://www.grsites.com/

e http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public _domain_ image resources
e http://www.shutterstock.com/

e http://www.smugmug.com/

e http://media.photobucket.com/

If you need to edit images to make them more suitable for Moodle, Google's Picasa
does a basic job very well. It's available free from http://picasa.google.com.

Paint program

If you have younger learners, you might find it useful to get them to paint computer
images to decorate their texts. Windows machines come with a Paint program. There
are several free paint programs for Mac listed at http: //www.wikihow.com/Find-
a-Paint-Program-for-Your-Mac.

International accent marks and diacritics

The starr site provides a good overview of programs and keyboard shortcuts
that you can use to include accent marks and non-English scripts in Moodle:
http://www.starr.net/is/type/kbh.html.

If you need phonemic alphabet, try http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/~rogers/
fonts.html.

Reminder service

Most Moodle modules currently do not provide an email reminder service. It might
be worth using a website like remember the milk (https://www.rememberthemilk.
com/) or Memo to Me (http://www.memotome. com) to remind yourself and/or your
students to do tasks. You can write the reminders in the foreign language, which is
another, maybe novel, way of getting students to practice language. Do make sure
the service you select can reproduce the language script that you want to use.

Google calendars automate SMS or email (http://www.google.com/calendar).
Free!
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Scheduling service

Sometimes you might find that you need to agree with your students on a good time
for getting together for a chat session, or what an appropriate deadline is for a piece

of work. The free scheduling service offered by Doodle (http://www.doodle.com/)

is excellent for this purpose.

Johanna Marius has created this poll
"to discuss status and work to do"
July 2009
Fri Sat
3 4
11:00 12:00 1:00 2:00 3:00 11:00 12:00 1:00 2:00 3:00
AM PM PM PM PM AM PM PM PM PM
Johanna oK ok oK 0K OK oK oK OK OK 0K
jeff oK oK 0K 0K 0K oK OK OK 0K
Steffi 0K oK 0K oK
Your name g B = 8 g = = = = =
Count 2 3 2 2 2 3 3 2 2 p3
http://www.jingproject.com/ Screen image and video capture
for Mac/Windows

http://skitch.com Versatile way of capturing images

from the screen for quick use

in Moodle and all sorts of other

places (Mac)
http://capture-me.softonic.de/mac Capture Me (Mac)

http://www.techsmith.com/screen- Snagit (Windows)
capture.asp
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Screencasts

If your users are likely to have any problems getting to grips with Moodle, consider
using the wide range of movies or screencasts that explain the basics. Here's a list of
some sites that offer Moodle screencasts:

e http://human.edublogs.org/moodle-tutorials-2-minute-moodles/

e http://www.moodletutorials.org/

e http://video.google.com/videosearch?g=moodle#
Or you could do a search for Moodle movies on http://youtube. com.

Alternatively, you could make your own movie tutorials for your site. You'll need
screen-recording software such as:

e Jing (http://www.jingproject.com/), for Mac and Windows, which is free

e CamStudio (http://camstudio.org/), for Windows and Mac OS 10.5.6
or later

e Adobe Captivate 4 (http://www.adobe.com/products/captivate/
productinfo/product—demos/screen—recording—software/)

e ScreenFlow (http://screenflow.en.softonic.com/mac), for Mac

If your students are at a sufficient high level, you can produce these videos in the
language they are learning.

Twitter

Twitter is a micro-blogging tool which is a fun and useful way to engage students.
The way it works is that you follow other people's twitter feeds and they can follow
yours. In an educational context, you could use this to send messages in a foreign
language, or remind students of tasks. It's straightforward to set up an account at
http://www.twitter.com.
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If you combine twitter with an RSS feed, students can see your twitter feeds in an
RSS block. See the section on RSS feeds for more help with this.

Trending Topics
Rip M)

MJ's

P Michael Jackson
Farrah Fawcett
#Michaellackson
#iranelection

Iran

Jeff Goldblum

Pop

Thriller

) RsS feed

Right-click on the RSS feed link to copy the link, which will look something like this:
https://twitter.com/statuses/friends timeline/11120032.rss

Sometimes the twitter feed £ on the twitter site doesn't work on Moodle. There's
an easy workaround. Go to http://freemyfeed.com/. Then enter the RSS feed for
your twitter, which you'll find at the bottom of the twitter page. That will generate
a new feed, which does work in Moodle! Here's what a Moodle twitter feed might
look like:

Pop - Twitter Search =

Add/Edit Feeds
The King of Pop, Michael Jackson,
shaped fashion for many years. The
white glove made a statement.
Checkbox Poll: Paying fribute to the
King of Pop -What is your favorite
#michaeljackson song?
http:#fcustomer.checkboxonline
.com/poll8.aspx

it is just so sad | loved the king of pop

but it was his time to dance to heavn
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Change your tweet feed

* Onyour twitter home page, at http://twitter. com, search for a
twitter tag you want to include in your feed and then copy the RSS link.

For example, if you search for "Michael Jackson", all the tweets in your
stream will contain those words.

Video

Movie Maker

This free program from Microsoft is automatically installed on Windows machines.
Providing you have a webcam attached to your computer, you can record directly
into it. This can be very useful when illustrating sounds and body language, for
example. It also allows you to edit up to two tracks, and add titles and transition
effects. You can then upload your file to your Moodle site, or if that's problematical,
you can use a free video hosting site, which allows you to embed the video on your
Moodle pages. See Video hosting in this chapter for more information.

If you can't find Movie Maker on your machine, you can search for it on
http://www.microsoft.com. There are helpful tutorials at http: //www.
microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/moviemaker/default .mspx.

iMovie

This free program from Apple is automatically installed on Macs. If it's not there, you

can download it from http://support.apple.com/downloads/. Like Movie Maker,

it allows you to make recordings, create multiple tracks, visual effects, and voiceovers.
There are helpful tutorials at http: //www.apple.com/support/imovie/.

Jake Ludington's Media Blab

Here you will find helpful tutorials on downloading and editing YouTube videos
(http://tinyurl.com/edityoutube).

Mashable

This is a useful guide to online video tools and resources
(http ://mashable. com/2007/06/27/video—toolbox/).
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Video hosting

http://youtube.comand http://teachertube.comare two of many sites that
offer free video hosting. To upload videos, you'll need to create an account. The
process for uploading is then clearly signposted. Once you have uploaded your
video, you can embed the video in one of your Moodle HTML pages. Note that
embedding may not work in Moodle Blog and Wiki pages. First, copy the embed
code. This is clearly signposted on the YouTube and TeacherTube sites.

BIDEN
I | BarackObamadotcom e
E 30 October 2007
) (moreinfo)

As a guest on The Ellen Degeneres Show, Barack
shows off his dancing skills.

URL Rt s youtuoe. comiwatshPv=ReWpvkLC

Embed <object width="425" height="344"><param nz | &

Copy the code onto your clipboard. Open your HTML page on Moodle. Click on the
HTML toggle button <*. Paste the code. The flash video is now embedded in your
site. Don't forget to check copyright if you are not using your own video.

Compose a web page

Full text* @

| Trebuchet [1em [ | Lang BraE HEE EE
E=E=E Mn EEHEETE beses OUiDop o @

You are In TEXT MODE. Use the [<>] button to ga back to WYSIWYG MODE,
‘<object width="425" height="344"><param name="movie"
thp: / Swww. youtube.con/v /RasWpvkLCvudshl=enkfe=1&"></param><param
" value="true"></param><param name="allowscriptaccess®
am><embed sre="htt) oW . youtube .com/v/RAsWpvkICvud s
pli i flash”
"true” width="425" height="344">

‘hl=en&fs=1&" type
allowscriptacce
(<F embeds< fob ects

Once the page is saved, we'll be able to see the embedded video.

English 1
mil - E1 - Resgurces - Obama on Elen

Barack Obama on Ellen

B

*ok ok
f
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Subtitles

http://www.overstream.net enables you to add subtitles to existing YouTube
videos, which can be useful for lower-level language learners.

Widgets
Widgets are add-on tools that you can use in Moodle HTML blocks to enhance your
pages. Here are a few examples:

e http://moodle.org | Downloads | Modules and plugins —search for
"wikipedia block". This creates a Wikipedia search box on your Moodle page.

e http://dictionary.cambridge.org/linktous.asp—online version of
Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary.

e http://www.wolframalpha.com/—a website that draws on multiple sources
to answer user queries about a variety of topics.

e http://www.google.com/ig/directory—directory of more widgets you
can add.

Word processors

You will probably find it useful to prepare documents on a word processor.
If you don't already have one like Word installed, there are open source,
free alternatives, such as Open Office, which you can download from
http://download.openoffice.org/. Word-processed documents

(text, spreadsheet, presentations, and PDFs) can be used as attachments

to Moodle pages.

XML file creator

If you have a large number of entries that you want to import into a glossary, it's
quicker to make an XML file and import it. Here's one, simple process you can
follow. It uses a converter created by Yasu Imao, which can be downloaded from:
http://moodleflair.com/moodle/files/glossaryXMLconverter html4.zip.
You'll need to have a Moodle Glossary up and running. Make a note of the categories
you've set up.
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Instructions

1. Prepare a tab-separated text document: concept (1st column), definition

(second column), category (third column — optional), and keyword

(fourth column — optional). For example:

cow farmyard animal

animals  cow

You can do that in any word processor. Make sure your categories match
existing categories in your Moodle Glossary.

2. Copy and paste the above into the HTML page mentioned earlier.

Original Tab-delimited text from Excel

Copy and paste from Excel/Numbers
Columns - 1st: Concept, 2nd: Definition

3rd (optional): Category, 4th (optional): Keywords

Mouse animal that cats eat animal mouse tail

Click on the convert button at the bottom of the page. An XML version will

appear in the right-han

3. Copy and paste the resultant XML into a text editor. If you don't
have one, TextWrangler is a good, free text editor, available from

d panel.

http://www.barebones.com/products/textwrangler/download.html

for both Windows and Mac machines. You may need to adjust the encoding
in the preferences section of the menu to accommodate the characters of the
language you are writing in.

<2xml vers

<GLOSSARY>
<INFO>

<NAME>

<ENTRI!
<E

</

</INFO>

<INTRO>Glossary</INTRO>
<ALLOWDUPLICATEDENTRIES>0</ALLOWDUPLICATEDENTRIES>
<DISPLAYFORMAT>dicticnary</DISPLAYFORMAT>

<SHOWS!
<SHOWALPEABET>1</SHOWALPEABET>
<SHOWALL>1</SHOWALL>
<ALLOWCOMMENTS>0</ALLOWCOMMENTS>
<USEDYNALINK>0</USEDYNALINK>
<DEFAULTAPPROVAL>1</DEFAULTAFPROVAL>
<GLOBALCLOSSARY>0</GLOBALGLOSSARY>
<ENTBYPAGE>10</ENTBYPACE>

</ENTRIES>

</GLOSSARY>

Output XML code

Copy and paste this on a text editor document
and save it as xml (with UTF-8 encoding)

fon="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"7>

Clossary</NAME>

PECIAL>1</SEOWSPECIAL>

ES>
NTRY>
<CONCEPT>Mouse</CONCEPT>
<DEFINITION>animal that cats eat</DEFINITION>
<FORMAT>1</FORMAT>
<USEDYNALINK>(0</USEDYNALINK>
<CASESENSITIVE>0</CASESENSITIVE>
<PULLYATOR0</FULLMATCH>
<TEACHERENTRY>1</TEACHERENTRY>
<RLIASES>
<ALIAS>
<NAME>mouse tail </NAME>
</ALIAS>
</ALIRSES>
<CATECORIES>
<CATEGORY>
<NAME>animal</NAME>
<USEDYNALINK>0</USEDYNALINK>
</CATEGORY>
</CATEGORIES>
ENTRY>
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4. Save the file as a text file.

5. Open your existing Moodle glossary. Click on Import entries in the top
right-hand corner.

Part 4: General design principles for
creating a good Moodle course

It's likely that the activities you choose will be determined by the language syllabus
you're teaching to. A good online course follows the principles of a good face-to-face
course. Here are 10 reminders which might be handy.

Ten principles of a good Moodle course

Structure
Audience

Goal

Memorable

Review

Collaboration

Repetition

Variety

The right activity at
the right time

Be available

Make sure your course and the activities are clearly structured,
so that it's clear what is happening at any particular stage.

Make sure the course and activities are appropriate for
your students.

Remind yourself why you've set the activity. With so many
goodies available in Moodle, it's easy to fall into the trap of doing
something because it's there rather than because it's useful and
interesting.

Try to make the materials interesting and memorable by
providing stimulating topics and attractive materials.

Remember to proof your materials. Also, get feedback from
students and other teachers with a view to improving the
materials. Make this a regular part of every activity and make
sure you act on it.

Make collaboration between learners, and teachers and learners,
a feature of your courses where possible.

Remember that it will help learners' long-term memory if you
recycle materials regularly. Make sure that new language is
featured in several activities within your course.

Try to incorporate a variety of activities into your course.

Remember to include some open-ended activities which get
students thinking. Doing nothing but a battery of quizzes with
fixed answers (closed activities) could be quite soul-destroying.
Students often enjoy a sequence of open and closed activities.

There's nothing more frustrating for users trying to get used to a
new learning system if help is not on hand. Make sure students
know how to get the support from you that they need from

the start.
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Moodle course design: Do's and don'ts

With course design still in mind, here's my take on a list of do's and don'ts, which
you can find on the http://moodle.org site.

Don't let Moodle overwhelm you Start small. That way teachers and
students won't feel intimidated by
Moodle. Little by little you can expand
your operation — together.

Don't dominate discussions When you're using the Chat or Forum
modules, prompt your students, but let them
feel they're in charge.

Don't assume that the coolness of It's easy to be impressed by the vast range of
Moodle will inspire or motivate your features available on Moodle. And it's easy to
students think that because you put a lot of time into

producing activities students should enjoy
them. But it isn't necessarily so. Be ready to
accept positive and negative feedback and to
act on it.

Don't violate copyright laws It's tempting to include pictures, images, and
sound that you find easily on the Internet.
But check you have permission. Remember
that students will assume that materials you
use are legally there.

Don't forget to check users' profiles Two reasons for doing this: If you have
open enrolment, spammers might find a
way into your site, and you'll need to root
out undesirable messages. Also, sometimes
students write inappropriate texts, which you
might want to check.

Don't be afraid to experiment Set up a course to experiment with and try
out all the activities. It's a good way to learn
and prepare yourself for your real courses.

Don't be distracted by shiny stuff Starting off with Moodle is a little bit like
being a child in a toyshop. There are so
many shiny things to take hold of. I suggest
you be modest. Take what you need. Don't
overwhelm yourself, your teachers, or your
students.
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When I ask students what aspect of languages they most like learning, they often
reply: "vocabulary". That is closely followed by "speaking" and "pronunciation".

The reason they give is almost always something like: "Because it makes me feel
rich", "It helps me to do things in the language", "I can express my moods better", "It
means I can get what I want". Clearly, vocabulary has an important role. This chapter
demonstrates just some of the ways we can use Moodle to help students learn,
practice, and review their vocabulary.

Students usually have their preferred way of learning vocabulary. Apart from
simply doing a vocabulary-gap-fill or vocabulary-matching exercises (Activities 11
and 12) several times —which could get tedious if done in excess —they can refer

to glossaries, or even better, build their own glossaries (Activities 1 and 10). It's not
too difficult to enhance these activities by adding annotations, recordings, pictures,
and translations to help process the words and make them easier to remember.
There's also a personal glossary (Activity 8), which allows students to add their own
vocabulary and test themselves using it.

There are several ways we can use Moodle to make vocabulary learning fun by
getting students to use vocabulary and play with it. The examples we'll look at in
this chapter include a "word of the day" feature (Activity 2); rating the usefulness of
words in a glossary (Activity 4), and running polls (Activity 6) in which students can
vote on words. Activity 3 introduces the comment feature and shows how we

can provide feedback on students' glossary definitions.
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A key element in the success of our vocabulary teaching has to be regular vocabulary
work. That means we need variety. The other activities in this chapter demonstrate
ways of incorporating vocabulary learning into our regular teaching. For example,
Activity 7 shows how to analyze vocabulary from a chat session transcript and
Activity 5 demonstrates how we can create vocabulary tags and word clouds from
students' blogs. Another thing we can do regularly is turn on automatic linking in
the glossary and then add new words we want to define for an upcoming reading
text, so that when students have difficulty they can click on a link that takes them to
a glossary definition.

We'll start off by building a glossary. That's easy to do, and it's a good way of getting
something up and running quickly. The activities are then graded according to the
complexity of the setup. The last four activities use the Lesson and Quiz modules
and will require more time and patience if you haven't set them up before. Just

make sure you have a good hour to work through the model activities the first time.
Once you're used to them, they'll become second nature. If you want to set up a quiz
activity quickly, use Hot Potatoes (Activity 9), as it's easier and quicker to set up than
the Moodle version.

Mindmapping is another way of building vocabulary. There is an add-on module,
called Mindmap, which does this. See Chapter 7, Writing Activities, Activity 5 for
an example.

Activity 1: Setting up a class glossary

Aim: Build a collection of useful, searchable vocabulary items
Moodle modules: Glossary

Extra programs: None

Ease of setup: *

Making vocabulary lists is nothing new for most students. So what's different about
Moodle's Glossary? Well, for a start, it's easy to set up, and is a good activity to start
with. Much of the default setup won't even need changing. The big advantage of
the Moodle Glossary is that we can manipulate our wordlists. We can sort them by
author, category, and entry. We can enhance our glossary with other media, such
as images and audio and video recordings. Glossary entries, called "concepts" in
Moodlespeak, can then be automatically linked to other texts. So if our students

are reading a text in Moodle with a potentially unknown word in it, we can create
an entry in the glossary for that word. They then have an automatic link from the
difficult word in the text to the glossary entry.
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To sum up, glossaries are good to use for vocabulary lists, because:

e They help us keep an easily-accessible, permanent record
e They are searchable

e They can be categorized

e They can be sorted by author, category, and word

e We can auto-link words from texts in our courses to the glossary, so that
students can look up difficult words easily

e We can include recordings of words

e We can enable the "comments" feature, which allows students to comment on
words, ask questions, provide examples, etc.

e We can import glossaries saved as XML files to save time

In this activity we are going to make a simple wordlist. It will have three categories:
Animals, Transport, and Sports. The next screenshot shows what it will look like
with the first three entries. Notice that we can provide a description of the purpose
of the glossary at the top. Most of the tabs are self-explanatory. The three icons that
appear after each definition are for editing the entries. More on that later.

Class 3a Glossary

This is a collection of words based on Class 3a's work. Click on 'add item' to add:
= any new or difficult words that you would like to keep a record of
= words that you think other students might want to leam

You can also click on the comments fo write comments/ask questions about the words that are
already there.

Search 7 ¥ search full text

Add a new eniry )

Browse by alphabet Browse by category Browse by date Browse by Author

Browse the glossary using this index

GIH[I[JIKILIM[N|O

Special |A|B|C|D|E|F]|
] |VIWI]X|Y]Z|ALL

| E
PlQIR|S|T|U

B
bus:
Ibas!
A vehicle which carries 20 people or more.
Related words: minibus, coach

cat:
Tz=tf
an animal that miaows

l=h 2.9

dog:

/dog/ an animal that barks
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Here's how to do it

1. First, let's make sure we're in editing mode. To do that, click on the Turn
editing on button. We always need to do that if we want to add a resource
or an activity.

You are logged in as Jeff Stanford (Logout)

@ Switch rale to... e l Turn editing on )

- Editing button

The editing button is in the top right-hand corner
of the screen.

s

Next, select the Add an activity... option.
Choose Glossary.

We'll now come to the set-up page for our glossary. Complete the
introductory page following the screenshots and instructions below:

#Updating Glossary in topic 1@

General

Name* | Class 3a glossary

Description* 3

) Ciem 9
LI (O =

Trebuches ) (eng ) B Z U & % £ @] oo

Tsd —peesdw OQ¢OQER © @

0

'y
This is a collection of words based on Class 3a’'s work. Click on ‘add item’to  »

Path;

=]

Class 3a Glossary

Entries shown per page* 1o

Is this glossary global? @

Glossary Type @ Secondary glossary | o)
Duplicated entries allowed @ | ne [2)
Allow comments on entries @ | ves |2
Allow print view @ ves [3)
Automatically link glossary entries | ves | &
@
Approved by default @ ves [

Display format @
Show 'Special' link @
Show alphabet @
Show 'ALL' link @
Edit always @

Simple, dictionary style o |

Continuous without zuthor
Encyclopedia

Entry list

FAQ

Full with author

Full without author
Simple,
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[

Online help
Click on the @ button to get help online.

Pay attention to the following in particular. All the other settings

are optional:

Settings Details

Name This name will appear on the main course page.

Description This description will help all users —that's other teachers as well as
students —to see what the purpose of the glossary is. We can also
include some instructions to students on how to use it.

Is this glossary Uncheck this. We only want course members for this particular

global? course to be able to add to and access this glossary.

Glossary Type Make this a Secondary glossary. We can then add it to a main

Allow comments
on entries

Allow print view

Automatically
link glossary
entries

Approved by
default

Display format

glossary later if we want to. Each course can have one main glossary
and any number of secondary glossaries. We can export entries from
secondary glossaries to the main glossary.

Yes. We want students to be able to add comments or ask questions.

This is generally useful, so check it. It produces a print button which
generates a simple printable list of our words. Of course, we might
not want to encourage unnecessary printing. In which case, don't
check it!

This means that words appearing in the glossary will be linked from
any texts we produce on our course —not attachments, though. Let's
choose Yes. We can change the setting later, if we don't like it.

Do we want to be able to check/edit/censor students' contributions
before they enter the glossary? Let's click Yes to approve by default.

We can customize the way a user can browse a glossary. Browsing
and searching are always available, but as we can see in the
screenshot above there are seven display options. Let's choose
simple, dictionary style for now.
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5. Click on Save and display at the bottom of the page. Our glossary is now
ready to use.

Import entries { Exoort entries &b

Class 3a Glossary

This is a collection of words based on Class 3a's work. Click on
‘add item’ to add:

+ any new or difficult words that you would like to keep a record of
« words that you think other students might want to learn

You can also click on the comments to write comments/ask
questions about the words that are already there.

( Search ) ™ Search full text
(" Add 2 new entry
Browse by alphabet Browse by category Browse by date Browse by Author

Browse the glossary using this index

Special |A|B|C|D|E|F|G|H|I|J|K|L|M|N|O
PIQ|R|S|T|UIVIW]|X|Y|Z|ALL

No entries found in this section

If we don't want our students to be able to add entries to the glossary, we
should click on the Override permissions tab at the top of the set-up page.

The default allows students to add entries. Click on Student to change
that permission.

Override permissions in Activity module: Class 3a glossary®

Roles Description Overrides
Administrator asmnsteton cen ussly 9o Bying on 1o 342, in 81 Counes.
Course creator Couwso croplod Cin crols Hiw COurses 5040 lach in ham
Teacher Teschers can do amylhing within @ course. ndudng chasg ng the aclhites and grodng studerts,
Mon-editing teacher non-cdling teoches can loach in cousis ond grode studonts, DUt Mmay nol alior Bolvibies.
Student Students gencrally have fpwer pervioges wihin o course.
Guest Guests have minmal privieges snd usually con rol erier o anywhere.

Awuthenticated user A8 iogged in wers.

o o o o oo oo

superstudent swdont pius abity to ranage sidoshows
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At the bottom of the list of permissions, click on the Prevent checkbox next
to Create new entries. Make the changes you want to, and then click on
Save changes.

Override permissions in Activity module: Class 3a glossarya

Role to override | student s
Capability Inherit Allow Prevent Prohibit Risks
Course
Access all groups P 2 2 2
Trust submitted content - - - - A

Always see full names of users - z g

Glossary

Approve unapproved entries P~ » ~ ~ o
C;'éate comments = - - - &
E;(p.oﬁ éntries ® - - =

Ir.ﬁpol;t. e-ntrie; o) A
Vanegecategores @ o o O 4
M.a;n-age comrﬁé.nts o ) - - - b
Vanagoenvies 8 4
R?Ité :e.nt..r_ies_ . ™ - - -

Vlew ra.t.i.ngs. ® - = _

Crea.at.é rﬁéw e.n.tri.es = - ' - o

" Save changes ) [ Cancel

We can add words to the glossary by clicking on Add a new entry. Before we
do that, though, let's add a few categories.

Adding categories

6. We're going to add three categories to our glossary: Animals, Transport, and
Sports. We can add more later, if necessary. First, make sure we're still on the
main glossary page.

Click on Browse by category.

Now click on Edit categories.
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9.

Next, click on Add category. Now add the categories to our list one by one,
following the instructions on the page. We can always edit the list later, if we

need to change the spelling or amend the categories.

10.
11.

o

o

Now let's add our first word to the glossary. Click on Add a new entry.
Complete the page with a vocabulary entry. Let's take our "dog" example.
Under Concept, write the word dog.

Under Definition, include the text we want. For example:

An animal that barks.

Choose an appropriate Category.
Choose Keywords that relate to the entry. Students will be

able to search for entries via these keywords.

General

Concept®
Definition* @

Class 3a glossary

dog

M| v e

m Jng.m RZIUFE =

iSicEE Tl —Lbwmewe QEOQGHRE ©

An animal that barks.

Path: body

(T

Format @
Categories

Keyword(s) @

Attachment (Max size:
2MB) @

Auto-linking

This entry should be
automatically linked @

HTML format

Mot categorised
animals
hobbies
transport

animal dog pet

Browse...

This entry is case sensitive —

Match whole words only @& [

" Save changes | [ Cancel
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12. Click on Save changes. Our first entry is now ready.

13. We can edit glossary entries by clicking on the edit icon #, which you can see
in the following screenshot.

Class 3a Glossary

This is a collection of words based on Class 3a's work. Click on ‘add item' to add:
= any new or difficult words that you would like to keep a record of
= words that you think other students might want to leam

¥eu can also click on the comments to write comments/ask questions about the
words that are already there.

“Search )| ™ Search full text

" Add a new entry |

Browse by alphabet Browse by category Browse by date Browse by Author

Browse the glossary using this index

Special |[A|B|C|D|E|F|GIH|I|J|K|L|M|N|O
PIQIR|S|TIUIVIW|X]|Y]|Z|AL

D
dog:

/dogf an animal that barks

X A

Editing icons/Enhancing image definition
* To add comments, click on 7. To delete the entry, click on X.

%@‘ While editing the definition, we can also click on the image icon &
to insert an image. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for help
with inserting images.
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Other ideas

Import glossaries from a text editor into the glossary:

If we have a list of say 20 words or more, we might find it quicker to write
them in a text editor first. We can then import them into our glossary via
an XML editor. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for details on
how to do this.

Include audio recordings in the glossary:

Following the procedure in Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle we can
N also add mini-players in the definition box. We could add, for example,

~ recordings of:
e The word alone

e The word in context
e A Dbrief commentary of the word
e The word with a translation

Unfortunately, NanoGong doesn't work for recording voice in
Glossary entries.

Get students to produce illustrations for words using a paint program:
Students, especially younger ones, love making computer pictures. They
could upload them into their definitions.

Activity 2: Using a Glossary to create a
"word of the day" feature

Aim: Help motivate students by providing random individual words
Moodle modules: Glossary and Block

Extra programs: None

Ease of setup: *

It's good to be able to provide a fun element to language learning when we can. One
element of surprise we can introduce easily is a "word of the day". When students
open the course page, they'll be rewarded with a new word, its definition, and a link
to the glossary.

This is relatively simple to set up. It provides students with a surprise word, either
every day or every time they refresh the page, depending on the settings. The word
comes from one of the glossaries we'll need to have set up first. We can include links
back to the glossary. Images and sounds placed at the top of the definition box also
show in the word of the day. The finished word of the day block will look like this:
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Word of the day!

dog
/dog/ an animal that barks

Add your own words to this
collection
More words...

N.B. We need to have a working glossary first. It can be a main glossary (usable on

the whole site) or a secondary glossary (only usable on one course).

Here's how to do it

1.

From the drop-down menu, choose Random Glossary Entry.

A new block with the Random Glossary Entry will appear.

Random Glossary Entry
e x

Please configure this block
using the edit icon

Edit the Random Glossary Entry.

Click on the editing icon # and we'll see the following:

Configuring a Random Glossary Entry block

Tithe: | weord of the day

Take entries from | Class 3a glossary o]
this glossary:

Days beforan o
new entry i
chosen:

How anew entry | Rassmenn 18] @
s chosen:

Show concept. B
(heading) for wach
antry:

You can dispiay links to actions of the glossary this block is associated with. The block will
only display links to actions which are enabled for that glossary.

When Users Can | sd your ow words 02 Bha coliection
add entries to the

glossary, show a

lirik with this text:

When users can  More wordt.
vimw the glossary
but not add
mniries, show a
link with this taxt:

When USers i se cominsed)
cannot edit or
view the glossary,
show this text
[without link):

Save changes

Click on Turn editing on in the top right-hand corner. Go to the blocks
column, which is usually on the right.
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Follow these instructions to configure the block.

Settings Details

Title Give the Random Glossary Entry block the title—Word
of the Day!.

Take entries from Choose the glossary we want to access words from. In

this glossary this case it's the glossary called Class 3a glossary.

Days before a new entry  Set this to 1, so that a new word (glossary entry) appears
is chosen once a day.

Show concept (heading)  Check this. We want our word —called a concept by
for each entry Moodle —to appear at the top of the new block.

4. Click on Save changes. We can now see the word of the day block in action.

Other ideas
a1

Ny Make a glossary of something else that's interesting.
For example, web sites, pictures, poems, lyrics,
anecdotes, historical facts, news ... the list is endless.

Activity 3: Using comments in the
Glossary module for students to
comment on keywords

Aim: Getting students to reflect on keywords
Moodle modules: Web page and Glossary
Extra programs: None

Ease of setup: *

Another way of engaging students is to give them the opportunity to comment on
words in the glossary. This is good for several reasons:

e It helps them to process the word and so understand it and use it better

e It can be fun and interesting

e It can help teachers see if students have understood the word
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In this activity we're going to focus students' attention on the vocabulary they will
need for a reading text taken from the novel Around the World in 80 days by Jules
Verne. You could use any text. By getting students to sort vocabulary and comment
on it, we hope they will remember it better and appreciate the text that generated the
vocabulary better.

There are various criteria we can give for selecting words to comment on.
For example:

e Words you like

e Words you think are useful

e Words you want to understand

e Words you want to practice using

In the following example we'll look at words students want to practice using. This is
what their comment box with a practice sentence might look like at the end:

English 1

mfl ~ E1 » Glossaries - Around the world in eighty days » Comments

avaricious:
another word for mean

Comments on "avaricious"
Add comment »

nhy Jill Smith - Wednesday, 1 July 2009, 08:31 PM
=

Here's a sentence with avaricious..

The millionaire who passed the beggar everyday without giving him anything was avaricious.
& X

At the top of the box is the keyword avaricious, below it is its definition, and below
them a comment.

[101]



Vocabulary Activities

Here's how to do it

1. Let's select a text we want to use. This could be a text you wrote, or a
copyright-free piece of literature, or copyrighted material that we have
permission to use. In this case I've chosen a description of the character
Phileas Fogg from the novel Around the World in 80 days by Jules Verne,
available from http://www.gutenberg.org/files/103/103.txt.

2. Now we need to copy the text into a Moodle web page. To do that, go to
your course page. Click on Turn editing on in the top right-hand corner.

3. Click on Add a resource..., and choose Compose a web page from the
drop-down menu.

4. Complete the page like this:

ElUpdating: Resource

General
Name*  Phileas Fogg
Summary @
Trebuchet ) 1 19 Blon @B 7 US %« B oo

iE Gl —bedge QIO0GR © @

glossary. Then click on the comment 1con and Write another sentence with

that word in it to show you know its meaning. For example. If you chose the m
.

Do v

word ‘polished’, you could write: 'His upbringing made him a polished man'.
n't foreet to save vour comment!
Path: body

Compose a web page

Full text* @
Trebuchet B 1em B[ Bewf@) B s us s« @ oo
EEEE AN S E M —bhedEe ODEOoaR © @

Mr. Phileas Fogg lived, in 1872, at No. 7, Saville Row, Burlington Gardens, the
house in which Sheridan died in 1814. He was one of the most noticeable
members of the Reform Club, though he seemed always to avoid attracting
attention; an enigmatical personage, about whom little was known, except
that he was a polished man of the world. People said that he resembled
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Settings Details
Name Give the text an appropriate name.
Summary This is a good place to write the instructions for the task. We

could write the following for example:

This is a description of Phileas Fogg, who travelled around
the world in 80 days in Jules Verne's novel.

Your task is to click on one of the underlined words. That
will take you to the glossary. Then click on the comment
icon and write another sentence with that word in it to show
you know its meaning. For example. If you chose the word
'polished’, you could write: 'His upbringing made him a
polished man'. Don't forget to save your comment!

Compose a web page Paste the full text into this box.

Window Choose Same window.

5. Click on Save and display.

6. Next, we need to make a list of keywords from that text. Let's limit it to
twenty words. And let's choose potentially difficult words for students, like:

° enigmatical

o

noticeable

° polished

o

sage

°  deliberations

7. Make a glossary entry for each of those words. We could call the glossary
Around the world in eighty days. We can either define the words in the
target language or the students' first language. (See Activity 1 in this chapter
for more information on setting up a glossary.) Let's choose English for now.

Make sure that Auto-linking is on for each entry. You'll find the option at the
bottom of the page where you're entering a new word.

Auto-linking

This entry should be automatically #
linked @
This entry is case sensitive (@

Match whole words only @
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Once the glossary is finished, return to the text on Phileas Fogg and we'll see
that each of the glossary entries we wrote is now highlighted.

mil - E1 - Rescurces - Philoas Fagg

{ Uipdate this Revsures )

Mr. Philwas Fogg lived, in 1872, at No. 7, Saville Row, Buriinglon Gardens, the house in which Sheridan died in
1814, He was one of the most noticeable members of the Reform Club, though he seemed always io avokd
attracting attention; an enlgmatical personage, about whom little was known, except that he was a polished
man of the worid. People said that he resembled Byron--at beast that his head was Bynonic; but he was a
besrded, ranguil Byron, who might lve on & thousand yesrs without growing okl

Let's click on the first of those words, noticeable. This is what we'll see:

mfl - E1~ Glossaries

noticeable:

Search

something you can easily notice

» Around the world in eighty days

“ Close this window

We see the keyword and its definition. There's also a link to the

whole glossary.

8. Now comes the interesting part. Tell students to read the text and choose
five of the twenty highlighted words. Students should click on each word
individually. That will take them to the glossary entry for that word. Then

they should click on the glossary link.

9. If necessary, they should search for the word they chose again. They should
now click on the comments icon %' and write a comment.

In this example, students are asked to provide a new sentence that uses

the same word. They could write a sentence like:

noticeable:

something you can easily notice

Comment* @

#) (1o 15

|i] Lang |¢] B J U

Mo

==

=

Tl —deosee O

Path: body

The red coat that she wore was very noticeable.

Format 3 HTML format

(" Save changes )
There are required fields in this form marked .
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Once students have written their comments, encourage them to read each
other's. They can even comment on the comments. The more students write,
the more they are processing the vocabulary.

Automatic linking

Don't forget to make sure the automatic linking to
Ko

glossary filter is on. Go to Admin | Modules | Filters
to turn it on.

Activity 4: Using the rating facility to
provide feedback on students' definitions

Aim: Prompt students to improve their definitions
Moodle modules: Glossary

Extra programs: None

Ease of setup: *

Feedback ... students love it. So do teachers. Most of us want to know how well
we're doing.

There are lots of ways of providing feedback in Moodle. In this activity we get
students to write definitions of new words in a glossary. Then we give feedback by
using the glossary rating facility. This will give them a chance to improve on the
definitions, and will help them to understand the words better. The rating facility
uses a fixed scale which will provide a preformed comment on students' words.

It will help them decide how much they need to rewrite them. In the following
example, Jill Smith has written a definition of put up with and got a rating of

good basic definition. She knows that she needs to add detail to make it better.

Browse by alphabet | Browse by category | Browse by date | Browse by Author

Browse the glossary using this index

Special |A|B|C|D|E[F|G|H|I|JIKILIM|N|O
PIQIR|S|TIU|V|IW|X|Y]|Z]|ALL

P

Hpm up with
by Jill Smith - Tuesday, 16 June 2009, 08:01 PM

this means to tolerate.
Example: | don't like the noise. | can't put up with the noise.

PRA
Ratings: good basic definition
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We could add more detail by adding comments to the students' definitions. We'll
need to set up a glossary and allow ratings and comments for this activity.

Here's how to do it

Here we will first define a rating scale, then set up a glossary activity for students,
and finally rate students' entries based on the activity.

Rating scale
1. First we'll create a rating scale. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for
help with this. Remember that you'll need administrator permissions to do
this. Ask your Moodle Administrator, if in doubt.

Let's call our scale definitions, so that it's easily recognizable.

Let's use descriptors such as the following. We can always change them later.

o

o

(¢}

o

o

Glossary

Sorry but this is wrong
there's something in this
nearly right

good basic definition

very good definition

2. Setup a glossary activity for the students to add their words to. Activity 1 in
this chapter has instructions on this. We should make sure we:

(¢}

o

o

Allow students to add entries
Allow students to edit their own entries

Allow comments
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o

Choose the Definitions scale that we produced as rating scale

Entries shown per page* 10
Is this glossary global? @ [
Glossary Type (3 | Secondary glossary [ %)
Duplicated entries allowed @ | no [%)
Allow comments on entries @ | ves [2]
Allow print view @ [ ves [3)
Automatically link glossary ' No [3])

W b @ Scale: 1-6
roved by default Scale: Award 1
App ! @ Scale: clarity

Display format (3)
Scale: Crammar
Show 'Special’ link (3)  Scale: Grammar mistakes
Scale: Separate and Connected ways of knowing
Show alphabet (3) Mo grade
; 100
Show 'ALL'link @ o9
3 58
Edit always 3 o7
S8
85
Grade 04
53

Allow entries to be rated? gi

Users 90
&9 v

Grade (3)  Scale clarity m

&

3. Now we need to get students to define words. Give students a list of words
to define. In this case they'll be phrasal verbs like:

(¢}

Put up with

(e}

Putup

o

Put somebody out

It's helpful to give them an example. We could write something like this.

Put somebody out:
This is when we disrupt someone's plans or routine.
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4. They should now add their entries to the glossary.

Settings Details

Concept Write the word they are defining.
Definition Write a simple definition of the word.
Auto-linking No. This is not necessary for this exercise.

Rating students’ entries

5. Open the glossary with students' definitions in it. You won't be able to rate
anything until students have actually added some definitions.

6. Click on the Rate... drop-down menu for one of the definitions, and choose
the rating that's appropriate.

Browse by alphabet | Browse by category | Browse by date | Browse by Author

Browse the glossary using this index

Special [A|B|C|D|E|F|G|H|I|J|K|LIM|N|O
PIQIR|S|TIU|V|W|X|Y]|Z]|ALL

“¥ put up with
U by Jill Smith - Tuesday, 16 June 2009, 06:01 PM
this means to tolerate.
Example: [ don't like the noise. | can't put up with the noise.

Rate... 3

e Rate...
~Send in my latest ratings (@ very good definition

nearly right
there's something in this
Sorry but this is wrong

This is a good basic definition. So let's choose that rating. Note that we're
rating students' definitions and not their comments. Sometimes teachers open
the comments box and try to rate that by mistake.

Click on Send in my latest ratings.

Get students to check our ratings and review their definitions if necessary.
Students who get this rating know that they are correct, but haven't provided
much detail.
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Activity 5: Using tags to highlight
vocabulary and link to example stories

Aim: Help students process meaning by creating stories based on keywords
Moodle modules: Block and Blog

Extra programs: None

Ease of setup: *

There's nothing like telling a story to make language come alive. The context endows
the words with more meaning, makes them easier to remember, and makes the
whole process of language learning more enjoyable.

One way of doing this in face-to-face classes is for students to take a word or a
group of words and create a short story from them. This Moodle activity does the
same thing. It has the advantage that the stories are available to be viewed by the
other students in the class. Also, in the variation we're about to create, we'll produce
definitions of the vocabulary that students will use in their stories. At the end of the
activity, students will be able to access the stories and/or definitions via a tag cloud
block on the course page.

Tags

delay get over

Preparation

1. First, we prepare the key words which we want students to use in
their stories.

For example, if we're teaching English, we may want students to practice
some phrasal verbs.

e Putup with
e Giveup

e Takeon

e Putoff

e Getover
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Administration

2. Next, we need to make official tags out of those words.

To do that, go to the Site Administration menu on the home page for your
web site. Don't confuse this with your course page. You can find the home
page by clicking on the breadcrumb in the top-left-hand corner of the page.
In the following breadcrumb, you'd click on mfl to get to the site home page.

Moodle for languages i

mfl © Administration  Users - Permissions - Assign system roles

Access to administration pages

% Don't forget that you'll need to be a site administrator to
e do this. If you're not, ask your Moodle administrator to

give you access.

Click on Appearance, and then click on Manage tags.

3. Inthe Add official tags box, write the first phrasal verb. Then click on the
Add official tags button.

MDDdEE for Ianguages You are logged in as Jeff St

mfl - Tags ~ Manage tags

put up with| IJ_ Add official tags

Firstname: ANIABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Sumame :AIABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Nothing to display

(i) Moodle Docs for this page

You are logged in as Jeff Stanford (Logout)

Home
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That phrase will then join the list of official tag words. The final list of tags
will look like this:

"get over" was added as an official tag.

{ Add official tags

(" selectall ¥ (" Deselect all

With selected tags... Iﬁl_DK \
Firstname: AHIABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
Sumame : AIABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Ta First Fla
id 29 name/ Count _ 29 Modified New tag name Tagtype Select
name t
Surname
get  Jeff A
M e | Stanlord 0 now official [§) O
put Jeff )
13 of  Stanford ° 0 Ssecs Official F§)
take Jeff E——
12 o0 stanford ° 0 1secs Official ) [
give Jeff DD
i up  Stanford 0 0  16secs offical ) O
- A e T T
i ‘:‘ﬁh Stanford L 0 24 secs official &) O

4. Now we're going to provide a definition for each phrase. To do that, we click
on a keyword in the Tag name column. Let's start with get over.

get over

Add "get over” to my interests | Flag as inappropriate | Edit this tag
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5. Then click on Edit this tag.

We can see the phrase in the Tag name box. In the description box below,
write a definition of the phrase that we want our students to see. We can also
put audio, images, or video here, if we want. At the bottom of the page, we
can also add Related tags. A related tag for get over could be overcome,

for example.

When we're done, we can click on Update.

Click on Manage tags to see a list of all your tags. Repeat the definition
process from Step 3 above for all the phrases.

Activity
8. Now we need to tell our students they should write a short story in their

blogs, which includes one of the phrases. To do that they should:

o

Click on the Name (which they will see in the top right-hand
corner of the course page or the start page).

You are logged in as Jill Smith (Logout)

“English (en) =

°  Click on Blog.

Jill Smith

Profile Edit profile Blog

Click on Add a new entry.

Jill Smith

Profile Edit profile Blog

Add a new entry

Give the blog entry a name related to the phrase they choose.

Write their story in the Blog entry body box. They can
include pictures, sound, and video, if they want. They can
even embed YouTube videos. (See Chapter 2, Getting Started
with Moodle for help with this.)
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Under Tags, they should choose the phrase their story
is about. This is important, because the phrase will then

appear in the tag clouds on the course page. When they have
finished, they should click on Save changes.

In this example, Jill has chosen the phrasal verb get over for her story.

General

Entry title™ | Alls' well that ends well
Blog entry body* @

Trebuchet &= ] 1(8

= MW=

.:] Langwi]nl.u-ﬁ %o H| o e

Tl —bese Q¢OQa@ ©

Last year | fell in love with John. | couldn't believe it when he left me for
Joanna. | was sad for ages. | ate too much chocolate as a result. | took up the
cello. Now | am busy playing beautiful music. It really helped me get over John.|

Path: body

Format @ HTML format
Attachment (Max size: " Browse... )
8MB)

Publish to @ | Anyone on this site [§]
Tags

Official tags get over
give up
put off
put up with
take an

User defined tags
(Comma separated)

Result

9. Now we need to go to the course page. Make sure we Turn editing on. Add
the Tags block.

We can now see all the keywords we've identified as official tags.
10. Click on one of the words in the Tags block.

Tags

get over

[113]



Vocabulary Activities

Now we will see both the definition we wrote and the stories that
students wrote.

get over

Add "get over” to my interests | Flag as inappropriate | Edit this tag

We use ‘get over' to mean that we are not affected by something as much as we were
before. For example: Last week | lost my purse. | was upset at first, but now | have got over
it.

Related tags: overcome

Recent blog entries with this tag
= Alls' well that ends well - Jill Smith, Wednesday, 17 June 2009, 08:24 AM

See all blogs with this tag...

Activity 6: Using polls to vote on the
meaning of words

Aim: Focus students' attention on a keyword in a fun way
Moodle modules: Choice

Extra programs: Recording program (optional)

Ease of setup: *

If we turn language learning into fun, students often forget that they're learning.

One way of doing that with Moodle is to use the Choice module. Students vote for a
meaning of a word and can compare their answers to their peers'. It will work best if
you get all your students involved. Let's take a look at two variations of this activity.
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Variation 1: Defining a word

In this first variation, we get students to focus on a word that has been particularly
difficult or we suspect will be difficult. Students will see the word and have to choose
which definition they think is the right one. Once several students have answered,
the graphic display will illustrate their results like the following;:

What does sympathetic mean? Choose from the possibilities below.
Your selection: someone who is nice
Responses
someone who is you are in the same mood as you understand someone’'s someone who is
nice someone else problems fun
2 0 1 1
(50.0%) (0.0%) (25.0%) (25.0%)
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Here's how to do it

1. On the course page, click on Turn editing on. Go to the Add an activity...
drop-down menu and add Choice.

2. Fill in the settings page. Copy the settings in the screenshot. If a setting isn't
mentioned in the following table, then it's optional.

?Updating: Choicea

General
Choice name”® | Guess the meaning - sympathetic
Choice text* @
Trebuchet B 1een [3) B oo B 7 U8 %< B o~

=== N

T —hes#e DQdOcam © @

What does sympathetic mean? Choose from the possibilities below.

Fath:

EE=

Format @3 HTML format
Limit

Limit the number of | pisable [4)

responses allowed @

Choice 1
Choice (33  someone who is nice
Limit o
Choice 2
Choice @ you are in the same mood a
Limit o
Choice 3

Choice (33  you ungerstand someone's

Limit o
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Settings Details

Choice name Write an appropriate title for the activity. Let's call this Guess the
meaning - sympathetic.

Choice text Write a simple question for students to answer. ['ve written: What
does sympathetic mean? Choose from the possibilities below.

Choice 1 Under Choice, write someone who is nice.

Choice 2 Under Choice, write you are in the same mood as someone else.

Choice 3 Under Choice, write you understand someone's problems.

Choice 4 Under Choice, write someone who is fun.

Display mode If we have a lot of students, we can go for horizontal. If we have

few, then vertical would be appropriate.

3. Click on Save and display. The poll is ready to use. Students click on the
activity and then choose the answer.

What does sympathetic mean? Choose from the possibilities below.

_ someone who is nice
_ you are in the same mood as someone else
_ you understand someone's problems

_ someone who is fun

" Save my choice |

Other variations
Other variations of this could be to include supportive images, or to get students to
listen to a sound clip and respond to it in some way. For example:

¢ Guessing a word based on the definition

e Voting on what they think they heard

e Voting on the emotion they think they heard

e Giving a definition and getting students to vote on the word which is
being defined
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Downloading results

. After the poll closes (based on your Until date in Step
2 above), you can download the results in ODS (Open
/A Office), Excel, or text format to use for presentation
purposes. The download gives you all the data in
text form.

Activity 7: Using a chat session
transcript to analyze vocabulary errors

Aim: Help students analyze language errors generated by an online chat
Moodle modules: Chat plus optional use of Wiki and Forum

Extra programs: Optional use of word processor or Audacity

Ease of setup: **

Chatting online is an increasingly common activity. Lots of students use MSN,
Yahoo, ICQ, etc. to type out a dialog. This is a great way to practice using language
fluently, and can be adapted for a number of purposes. For example:

e Students rehearse a role-play

e Students and the teacher discuss an issue

e Students ask the teacher questions about a given topic or issue

e The teacher tells a story which students can ask questions about
The chat activity allows us to keep a transcript of any online discussion, which we

can then review. We can draw students' attention to the errors through error analysis
exercises. Reflecting on these errors may help them avoid similar errors later.

Chats usually work better if the teacher is present to moderate. Typical problems
might be:

e Students go off track

e They get stuck because they need your guidance

e They don't follow chat-room etiquette that you've agreed on
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Netiquette
% See "Moodle Teaching Techniques", William Rice, Packt
B Publishing for suggestions on etiquette.

It is useful for the teacher to mix open questions and
M closed questions to get students involved.
Q The more participants in the chat, the less they will be able

to contribute. Make sure that participants' roles are clear
before they start.

Here's how to do it

1. Setup a chat session. To do that, click on Turn editing on, which is on the
main course page.
Click on Add an activity.... Choose Chat from the drop-down menu.
3. Fill in the settings page. Copy the settings in the screenshot. If a setting isn't
mentioned below, it's optional.
Adding a new Chata
General

Name of this chat room* | vour favorite ice cream
Introduction text* @

recne [8) 10 1B)( Bl s 06 %% m e
EEEE MM SEEE T —Jeose HQEOQa@ ©

We're going to practice chatting about your favorite ice cream! @

C_x . Beready to say what it is and why you like it. "

Ay 1
Path: body

€=

Next chat time | 17 [2] June P 2000 B (11 ) (o0 )
Repeat sessions | No repeats - publish the specified time anly | %)
Save past e5SIiONS | Never delete messages | 4 )
Everyone can view past | ves 4]
sessions
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Settings

Details

Name of this chat room

Introduction text

Next chat time

Save past sessions

Enter an appropriate name.

This will tell the students what they'll be chatting about.
We can include pictures by clicking on the image icon
in the edit menu. Let's write We're going to practice
chatting about your favorite ice cream! Be ready to say
what it is and why you like it..

Chose the date and time of the chat session. Students will
see this scheduled time when they click on the activity.

Let's choose Never delete messages so that we always
have access to the chat transcript.

Click on Save and Display. The chat session is now ready to use. Students
click on the chat activity and chat in just the same way they would with other
chat rooms. They type their message at the bottom of the screen and then hit

the Return button.
ene Chat: E1: Your favorite ice cream: All participants
[ | hip://moodleforlanguages.co.uk/moodle/mod /chat/gui_header_js/index.phpZid=3 i

Hello everybody|

# Auto Seroll

H.: 09:50 Jeff: Hello everybody! S‘LJE“SB"W

besp

4. After the chat session has finished, re-open the chat activity. Click on View
past chat sessions. Find the chat session whose transcript you want to view.
Click on it to see that session.

mfl ~ E1 » Chats

chat about ice-cream “ Update this Chat

View past chat sessions

chat about ice-cream

Click here to enter the chat now

(Version without frames and
JavaScript)
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Can't see the chat session

Sometimes teachers try this module out by chatting to
themselves — an understandable way of getting to know
the activity. But, be careful, because Moodle will only save
the chat session if at least two people participated in it.

5. We can now copy-paste the session into a variety of other programs. The
following are some examples:

Here's how to do it

Review 1: Review errors in a word processor

In this variation, we give students a print-out of the chat transcript, which helps
them try to work out correct versions of their mistakes by themselves.

la. First of all, go to the past chat session mentioned in Step 4 above. Click
on File | Print from your browser window. You can then give students
handouts in class to work on. Refer to Step 3 below to see what it might

look like.

1b. Alternatively, we can copy-paste the dialog into a word processor. We can
then upload the word processor file to our Moodle course. It's easy to do this
by selecting the text with your mouse, then clicking on the right-hand button

of your mouse and choosing Copy.

17:15 Jo: inst want unit tn know that my favarit js cream is from italial
Copy

. 17:17 Jan Select All
Search Google for "Picture of Jo S..."

1747 Jill: g StumbleThru 'Picture of Jo S...' of cream
o® %’ Tag this page as 'Picture of Jo 5..."
17:18 Jan  view Selection Source
- Properties

17:19: Jane"sminrnas e s cnat

re is good flavours.

2. Then paste it into a word processor document. To paste, click on the

right-hand button of your mouse and choose Paste.

Picture of Jill Smith
Picture of Jo Smith
Picture of Jo Smith
from jtalia!

Picture of Jane Smith
flavours.

Picture of Jill Smith
Picture of Jane Smith
Picture of Jane Smith
Picture of Jill Smith
Picture of Jo Smith

17:14 Jill: helld
17:15 Jo: hello
17:15 Jo: just w

17:17 Jane: i pr
17:17 Jill: 1 like

17:18 Jane: yes,
17:19: Jane Smi

Paste r :
it is cream is

Font... #D
Paragraph... N#M :re is good
Bullets and Numbering...

Look Up p of cream

Hyperlink... 3BK

17:22: Jill Smith Ras Ieft this chat
17:22: Jo Smith has left this chat
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We'll need to edit the text a bit to tidy it up. Include instructions at the top
that tell students to try to correct the errors.

3. This is what the word-processed page could look like:

ICE CREAM DIALOG - correcting your errors
INSTRUCTIONS

4. Then compare your answer to the corrected versio |

Dialog Correction

17:14 Jill: hello
17:15 Jo: hello

17:15 Jo: just want yvou to know that my faverit | favourite

is cream is from italia) Italy

17:17 Jane: i prefer ice cream from russia, There | Russia.

is.good flayours. They have nice flavors. (US spelling)
17:17 Jill: T like most English ejis cream. it's full | I like English, ice cream most.

of cream It’s full of cream

17:18 Jane: yes, but for me it too sweet.

4. Don't forget to Save the file on your computer.

5. To upload a document to our Moodle course page, go to the Add a
resource... drop-down menu on the course page, and choose Link to
a file or web site.

6. Give the link a name, and then click on Choose or upload a file... to browse
to the file we've saved.

Link to a file or web site

Location

hup://

( Choose or upload a file ... )

See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle if you need more help with
uploading files.
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7. Click on Save and display when the file is uploaded. The file is now ready
for the students to access.

Giving the students the answers straightaway will encourage them to become
more independent, which is one of the key features of communicative
language teaching, as mentioned in Chapter 1, What does Moodle offer

language teachers?. They may need to come back to you for an explanation

of the corrections.

Review 2: Review errors in a wiki

This is similar to the word processing error review above, but in a wiki, students
have the chance to work together to try to correct errors.

Here's how to do it
1. Setup a wiki session. To do that, click on Turn editing on, which you'll find
on the course page.
Click on Add an activity.... Add a Wiki.

Fill in the settings page. Copy the settings in the screenshot. Make sure
you click on the Show Advanced button so that you can see all the

following options.

LiAdding a new Wikia

General
“ Hide Advanced
MName*® ice cream dialag
Summary* @

Trebuchet ﬂ 1@py Pl ﬂ Lang T! BJIUS =7 B oo
EEEE MM SiciEE GTdy —Jesge OO © @
write your corrections in the right hand column. Sign your name after the m
correction. E.g. {Paolo). On Tuesday | will review your corrections and write a

; .
correct version. 3
Path: body

Type @ | Groups 7E|

Print wiki name on every | Yes |3

page
HTML Mode™ | HTMLonly [3)
Allow binary files” @ [ no [
Wiki auto-linking options” | Disable CamelCase linking
@
Student admin options” | Allow 'set page flags' — Allow 'strip pages'
Allow 'remove pages' _ Allow 'revert mass changes'
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Settings

Details

Name

Summary

Enter an appropriate name. Let's write Ice cream dialog.
This will tell the students what to do. Let's write this:

The transcript of your ice-cream dialogue is here. Read
through it and try to write your corrections in the right
hand column. Sign your name after the correction. E.g.
(Paolo). On Tuesday I will review your corrections and
write a correct version..

Student admin options Don't check any of these.

See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle if you need help with Common
module settings and groups.

Click on Save and display.

We now have a ready-to-use wiki in front of us. Let's create a table in the
wiki with two columns. To do that, we click on the table icon [] in the

edit menu.
Insert Table
Rows: 2
Cols: 2 Width: | 100 Percent ':l
Layout Spacing
Allgnment: | Left :l Cellspacing: 1
Border thickness: 1 Cellpadding: 1
ok ) cancsi

6. Click on OK.

7. Give the columns labels. Now copy-paste the transcript from the chat session
into the left-hand column of the wiki. This is what we'll get:

Try not to worry too much about formatting, it can always be improved later.
&) 15y |5

j. E!Lang?_'l?fﬂ-ﬁ'—”zzl@ﬂm
EEE=E MW SEEEE e —dhesee OQEO0GE ©

Trebuchet

| _'. =17’:15 Jo: just want you to know that my favorit is cream is from i_!_:g_a_._l__i_q_!f

17:17 Jane: i prefer ice cream from russia. There is good flavours.

517:1? Jill: | like most English eis cream. it's full of cream

Path: body
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We can now edit the text a little, by deleting the icons. Then it will look

like this:

Edit this page 'Ice cream dialog’

Try not to worry too much about formatting, it can always be improved later.

E M EiziE

i

frebuchet EJ .1[8pt}-El EJ Langﬂ BJ US = &
EiE Tyl —Jesee OQEOQGE ©

K

O

Ice cream dialog

17:14 Jill: hello
17:15 Jo: hello
17:15 Jo: just want you to know that

_17:17 Jane: i prefer ice cream from
Path: body = table » thody = tr = td

Save Preview Cancel

Your corrections ]

8. Click on Save. Students can now access the wiki in the same way, writing

their corrections to the dialog in the right-hand column.

Review 3: Review errors by comparing to a teacher

recording

This variation gives students the opportunity to compare their dialog to a more
natural version recorded by the teacher and a colleague, which they can listen to

on a Moodle forum.

Here's how to do it

1. Print out the chat transcript. To do that, from your browser window, click on

File | Print.
Make a note of the unnatural passages.

3. Prepare to record a more natural version of the dialog.
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4. Upload both the transcript and the recording to a forum posting. To do this,
follow the instructions in Chapter 4, Speaking Activities, Activity 1. Our forum
introduction will look like the following.

#Adding a new Forum to topic 13

General

Forum name”*  ice cream dialog

Forum type @ Standard forum for general use a

Forum introduction* @

Trebuchet ) (e 1) B BB 7 US %< B oo
=E==2 MM SisiEiE Tndy —bedsEe OEdOomp © @3
TUCTTOTTST
1. Read the transcript from your chat on ice cream. Q
2. Listen to this dialogue .
3. Add a post to say what you think is different in the recording. v
Path: body » font

5. This is what students will see:

Instructions!

1. Read the transcript from your chat on ice cream.

2. Listen to this dialogue

3. Add a post to say what you think is different in the recording.

“ Add a new discussion topic

Activity 8: Using a Personal Glossary to
set up simple individual vocabulary lists

Aim: Help students set up simple personal vocabulary lists
Moodle modules: Personal Glossary (add-on)
Extra programs: None

Ease of setup: *
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The activities in this chapter have so far been organized by us, the teachers. But as
students we often like to take responsibility for our own vocabulary learning. One
way of doing this is to set up a simple add-on, called Personal Glossary, which lets
students create their own simple word lists in any number of languages. There is also
a simple test feature: a useful feature for revising key vocabulary. Don't forget this is
an add-on. So you'll have to get your administrator to download it from the Moodle
site and install it on your server. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for help
with this.

Here's how to do it

1. On the front page, go to Administration | Modules | Blocks |
Manage blocks.

2. Make sure that Personal Glossary & Quizzer is not hidden. Click on the eye
icon to open it if it is shut.

People 6 2007101508 & Delete
Persanal

Glossary & 2 2007052000 ) Delete
Quizzer

3. To switch on My Moodle, on the front page, go to Administration |
Appearance | My Moodle. Check the box Force users to use My Moodle.

My Moodle

Force users to use My W

: M?Ddlﬁ This setting forces redirects to /my on login for

non-admins and replaces the top level site
navigation with /my

" Save Changes

Click on Save Changes.
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Instructions for students

4. When students log on, they will now come to their My Moodle page.
The first time they go there, they'll see a blank page.

mfl ~ Overview of my courses

mfl: Overview of my courses

[Jeff Stanford] You are logged in as Sue Morris (Logout)

English {en)

|
v

No course information to show.

[ Edit this page |

[Jeff Stanford] You are logged in as Sue Morris (Logout)

They should click on the Edit this page button in the top-right-hand corner.
A Blocks menu now appears, and they can now add the Personal Glossary

and Quizzer page.

Students can add any other blocks they want, too. The HTML block, for
example, allows them to design any web page they want, with text, audio,

Can't see My Moodle

We teachers cannot see this page unless we log on as
students. To do that, go to the participants' list on the
course page. Click on a student's name. Then select Log
in as. You'll be taken straight to the My Moodle page. If
there's no participants' list on the course page, click on
Turn on editing, go to the Blocks menu at the bottom of
the right-hand column, and add a People block.

video, images.

The new personal glossary page looks like this:

Personal Glossary &
Quizzar

e xa

Glossary
Quizzer

Add language
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Students should click on Glossary.

Next, they should define the languages they want to use. To do that, they
need to click on the Add language button. This can be whatever language
the student wants to work with. They should then click on Add.

some words. For example:

When the languages are added, students should click on Glossary to add

Personal Glossary

Source Target
Language “English |%) Language
Term red Term
Notes Notes

-Spanisﬁ a

rojo

Remind them to change the Target Language as appropriate.

They should then click on Save for each word they add.

As soon as there are words in the list, students can use the Quizzer to test

their memory.

Quiz
Choose
Source Language English 3]

Target Language | Spanish | =
Number of terms 3

" Take quiz!

It will look something like this:

Quiz

English Spanish

bird

cat =

cow =)

" Submit
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Once students compete the answers and click on Submit, they'll get their
results. For example:

Quiz
Results:

TermYour answer Correct answer

bird pajaro pajaro
cat gato
cow vaca

Grade: 33.33% (1/3)

With a result like that, I'm obviously going to have to practice my
Spanish spelling!

Activity 9: Creating a crossword in Hot
Potatoes

Aim: Help students practice vocabulary
Moodle modules: Hot Potatoes (Moodle)
Extra programs: Hot Potatoes (external program)

Ease of setup: **

Hot Potatoes is a free, easy-to-use quiz-making program, and is ideal for setting up
quick quizzes to review or test students. It can be used for reviewing other skills as
well. It is great for testing or reviewing grammar, reading, and listening, as well as
vocabulary. In this activity we're going to look at an activity not available in Moodle,
JCross, which produces crosswords. It's also easier to use than Moodle's Quiz
module on the whole.

Here's how to do it

1. Download the Hot Potatoes program onto your computer. See Chapter 2,
Getting Started with Moodle for more information on this.

Open the Hot Potatoes program and choose JCross.

We are immediately presented with a crossword grid, which we fill in as
we wish.
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Eile Edit Insert Manage Options Help

2|=/HRC[R & @] xmE B 8

Exercise Title

( Show Clues Window |

clupbjo a r|d

| a r r

0O w n d a

slejt|t]e]e f

e r r t

Tt ry 2

| -+ *

¥

4. Click on Show Clues Window. Then we write in the clues we want.

ACross —_— i -
Num Word Clue
A large, tall piece of furniture you can use for storing things.
1 cupboard
Itbelongs to me. 1 _ _ _it.
5 own

5. Next we click on Export and Create Standard V6 page.

Edit Insert Manage Options Help

New exercise EN @mx ek = a
Open data file... #0 I i ” | |m|—\
Save data file #S
Save darta file as... T3S

Recent Data Files »

Edit Dublin Core Metadata
Reading Text...

| Create Standard V6 page
. . Create text-only file
Quit/Exit X0 PrETITT ST

6. Now we're going to import the crossword into Moodle. Make sure Moodle is
showing the Hot Potatoes activity.

Go to Site Administration | Activities | Manage Activities.
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If the eye in the Hide/Show column is shut, click on it to open it.

Activities
Activity module Activities Version Hide/Show Delete Settings
& Assignment 8 2007101511 < Delete Settings
f# Book 5 2008081402 [ Delete Settings
) Chat 3 2007101509 s Delete Settings
? Choice 3 2007101509 & Delete
& Database 4 2007101513 & Delete Settings
Dimdim Web Meeting 2 2005031000 ] Delete Settings
= Flash Card Set 1 2008051100 & Delete
% Forum 15 2007101512 Settings
& Game 2009010502 & Delete
& Glossary 10 2007101509 o Delete Settings
Glossary Cardbox 2006042900 & Delete
[ Hot Potatoes Quiz 0 2007101511 - Delete Settings

7. Let's go back to our course page. Click on Turn editing on, and choose

Hot Potatoes Quiz from the drop-down menu.

8. Now we complete the set-up page for the Hot Potatoes quiz. Click on Choose
or upload a file... to upload the new crossword from our computer. See the
section on uploading files if you have problems with this.

HAdding a new Hot Potatoes Quiz to week 1@

General

Name | Get fram quiz ¥ l

File location
File name

Course files | 5]

Add quiz chain @

WI:!

| Show Advanced )

[132]




Chapter 3

Settings

Details

Add quiz
chain

Display

Reports

If we choose Yes, this becomes part of a chain of Hot Potatoes quizzes that
have identical settings. If we choose No, this will be a stand-alone quiz.

Let's choose best for Output format to get the highest quality
version available.

Display
Output format @ | best [+
Navigation (3 “Moadle navigation bar [~ ]
Force media plugins & o |3

Student feedback @ | None =

Show nextquiz @ [ no [3)

For Navigation we have a choice between:
¢ Moodle navigation bar, which is the standard top bar.

e Moodle navigation frame, which puts the standard bar in a
separate frame at the top of the quiz.

e Embedded IFRAME, which puts the Moodle navigation bar in the
same bar as the quiz.

e Hot Potatoes Navigation buttons, which provides Hot Potatoes'
own navigation buttons.

e A ssingle 'give up' button, which students can click on to leave
the test. The other navigation elements aren't present when we
choose this.

¢ None, which means no navigation aids at all. Students are returned
to Moodle on completion of the quiz.

Let's choose the first one, so that Hot Potatoes fits into Moodle as seamlessly
as possible.

If we choose yes for Force media plugins, the quiz will override any

other settings we have, and will allow Hot Potatoes to use media with the
following extensions: avi, mpeg, mpg, mp3, mov, wmv. These are different
types of audio recording formats and, are only useful if our Hot Potatoes
quiz includes recordings, which it doesn't. So let's uncheck Force media
plugins for now.

If we choose Yes for Enable click reporting, Moodle will store records
of every request for a hint that the student makes. This can be useful for
teachers trying to identify which were the difficult items in a quiz.

[133]




Vocabulary Activities

9. C(lick on Save and display and we now have the crossword working in
our Moodle.

mfl » coursel » Hot Potatoes Quizzes - crossword1.htm | Update this Hot Potatoes Quiz |

Across 1: A large, tall piece of furniture you can use for storing things. cupboard  Enter

Down 1: a small cupboard Enter I
1

[+ u

Check I

Activity 10: Using a Database to set up
categorized vocabulary lists

Aim: Help students set up personal vocabulary lists
Moodle modules: Database

Extra programs: None

Ease of setup: ***

So far we've looked at several ways of building vocabulary lists. In Activity 1 we built
a simple class glossary. In Activity 8§ we set up a personal glossary for users to use
independently. The personal glossary is simple to set up and easy to use, but there
may be times when we'd like a more sophisticated personal glossary. That's what
this activity will set up. The database allows us to build and customize vocabulary
repositories for each student.

The reason this activity has come nearer the end of the chapter is because it's slightly
more complex to set up. A simpler but more comprehensive solution will arrive if
group mode gets added to the Glossary module, but that doesn't exist at the time of
this writing.
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This is what we're aiming for. The result looks clean and simple.

week he took his revenge and

sewer and out info the market

Separate groups | All participants |3 individual g |ossary
Here you can keep a personal list of words. Don't forget that you can record a sound
in the definition box by clicking on the audio button.
WView list View single Search Add entry Export Templates Fields Presets
Word Definition Related words Example
papersx made from papyrus. good for | need some more paper to
writing on! write my book!
CUp =% d something we drink coffee  mug glass would you like a cup of
from. It has a handle. coffee?
revenge £x d retaliating when someone | thought | was in the clear
does something to you that after | insulted Jim, but last
you don't like.
punched me in the mouth.
ratg x - this is like a long mouse mouse squirrel sewer the rat scurried along the
place
squirrel x a rat with a tail
Christmas £ix Celebration of the birth of god
Jesus at Christmas
catastrophes; x something absolutely awful
Entries perpage 10 |%] Search Sort by | Time added T#) Descending [#] [ Advanced search
“ Save settings

| love the family get-togethers

Here's how to do it

1. Setup a database. To do that, click on Turn editing on, which is on the

course page.

2. Click on Add an activity... and add Database from the drop-down menu.

3. Make sure we include the following settings. Other settings are optional.

Settings

Details

Common module settings

Check Visible groups. That will
mean that individual groups can

only edit their own databases, but all
groups can see each other's databases.
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- Groups

Don't set groups to Separate groups. If you do that, students
won't be able to add entries.

A

4. Click on Save and display.

5. Next, we'll set up the fields for our database.

Fields

"Fields" is the database term for each category of
information that we enter into our database.

We'll need to create separate fields for every part of each record.
Sensible fields for this particular database would be:
° Word

°  Definition
° Related words

o

Example

Let's do that.

6. Click on the Fields tab and so that we can create our
first field:

individual glossary 2

Wiew list View single Search Add entry Export Templates Fields Presets

There are no fields defined for this database.

Please create some below or choose a predefined set to get started.

Create a new field | Choose... Ble

Default sort field | Time added 3] | Ascending [3](Save "
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Now click on Create a new field, and choose Text.

Create a new field | Choose... (6]
Choose...
ult sort field | Time adds Ezf;“bﬂx BIED

File
Latitude/longitude
Menu

Menu (Multi-select)
Number

(1 Moodle L picryre

Radio buttans

You are logged in 2
Textarea
Url

LT

In the Field name let's write the name of the category we want in our first
column —word.

In the Field description, let's put write your new word here. That's what
teachers and students will read when they add words to the database
later on.

Let's not check Allow autolink, because we don't want individuals' words to
be linked to all the texts in Moodle.

Text field

Field name word
Field description  write your new word herg|

Allow autolink

" Add ) [ Cancel

Now create a new field for the definition.

Again, click on create a new field, and choose text area.
In the Field name, let's write definition.

In the Field description, put write the definition here.
Don't check Allow autolink.
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8. Now let's follow the same process (Steps 6 and 7) for two more fields, which
we'll call related words and example. I suggest we make related words a text
field and example a text area.

Formatting the data view

What we've done so far is set up the spaces for storing our data— the words. We next
need to find a way of presenting the words in an orderly way. We do that by creating
views. Our next step is to format these views. Let's start with the list view. That is
where we format the list of the database entries. You may find that the default views
for the other views are okay as they are.

1. Click on Templates | List template.
2. First of all, let's create the Header. That's the header row of our list of words.

Create a table by clicking on the table icon . Choose 1 row, 4 columns.

Insert Table

Rows: | 1]
Cols: 4 Width: 100 Percent I#l
Layout
Alignment: = Nat Set |- !

Border thickness:

Spading
1]
Cellspacing: 1

[ OK I Canoel

Cellpadding: 1

We need to decide whether to show table cell borders or not. The default
border thickness is 1 (pixel), which is a very thin line. Let's go for that.

3. (Click on OK to save the settings.
Now let's write in the words we chose as our headers.

This is what the final version of the header will look like:

Header
Trebuchet ?] 1 (8 pt) .:] ] Lar-,g.,] B XY US % B o

M SEEEE Tady —J»aws@ OQ¢Ogmi < @

Word ~ Definition  Relatedwords  Example
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4. Now let's fill the Repeated entry box.

Create a table by clicking on the table icon. Choose 1 row, 4 columns.

Again, decide whether you want to show table cell borders or not.

5. Now click inside the first cell.

Click on [[word]] in the Available tags column. It will be transferred to your

first cell.

word - [[word]]

Definition - [[Definition]]
related words - [[related words])
example - [[example]]

Edit - ##editsd
Delete - ##deleted# -
Approve - ##approved#

More - ##mored#

More URL - ##moreurl#s 1

Available tags (3

Trebuchet

[[word]J##

In the same cell, also click on ##edit## and ##delete##. This will provide
your students with useful edit and delete icons for their words.

6. Click inside the second cell, and click on [[definition]] in the Available

tags column.

7. Do the same thing for [[related words]] in the third cell and [[example]]

in the fourth cell.

We can also change the font face and font color or background color if we
want to make the database look a bit nicer. Click on the icons in the editor
menu to do that—top left-hand button for font faces and % % for font colors.

This is what the final version of the Repeated entry box will look like:

Repeated entry

T8 3] B 7 U S % x 8 oo

£ Tdy —Jeses QOQGE ©

o

OO 3 = SO
[word]J##edit###ideletedt# [[Definition]] [[related é{[example]ﬂ 5

words]]
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8. Now we've finished, let's click on Save template at the bottom of the page.

Well done! It's a bit fiddly getting the view right, but it's worth it. The
database is now ready for students to add entries. If you have set up groups
(see Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for help with this), then each stu-
dent will only be able to see his/her own vocabulary database, in addition to

the teachers, who can view all databases.

Database not visible?

Don't forget ... students will have to start inputting their own
% vocabularies before they can see anything. Also, if we as course
l teachers have added some words to try out the system, we'll
need to delete them unless we want all students to see them.

9. To add words, students click on the database activity on their course page.

They add the four bits of information:
° Word

Definition

°  Related words

°  Example
\isible groups | il participants |5 individual glossary
Wiew list View single Search
New entry
word: malsanetra

Definition: [ qopachet BT | B I U S
EEEE Mw SEFEE BN ® O¢O
a small house

Then they click on Save and view or Save and add another.
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Activity 11: Creating a gap-fill using the
Quiz module

Aim: Help students predict and practice vocabulary based on a given context.

Moodle modules: Quiz

Extra programs: Audacity needed for Variation 2

Ease of setup: ***

We're more than likely to want to test our students' memory and knowledge of
vocabulary at some point. And testing is one of the things Moodle does best, which is
why the whole of Chapter 9, Assessment is devoted to it. Moodle has a Quiz module
with many different task types: short answers, multiple choice, true/false, matching,
and several more. The Quiz module may seem a bit daunting at first, but if we

work steadily through an example and see how quizzes are organized in Moodle, it
shouldn't take too long to feel comfortable with it. Once you've learned how to use it,
you can use it to test listening, writing, reading, speaking, and grammar, too.

Hot Potatoes

If you want a simpler option, use Hot Potatoes. This is an easy-to-use
external program which lets you make a variety of quizzes, and is quite
intuitive to use. We can import Hot Potatoes quizzes directly into Moodle

%&‘ by adding a Hot Potatoes activity to your course. The disadvantages are
that we will not have so much statistical information on our students'
attempts afterwards, and we'll have less choice in setting up question
types. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for more information
about Hot Potatoes, and see Activity 9 for an example.

If you're still reading, then you've decided to take the plunge. You won't regret it, as
the results will look good.

We'll look at just three variations of the Quiz module in this activity. Variation 1
uses text as the stimulus for students to complete gaps. That's a great way to use
the context to work out what the best word is. Variation 2 has students doing a
gap-fill, but this time they listen to a recording first. This can be a fun way to learn
vocabulary. There's help on using the recording program Audacity in Chapter 2,
Getting Started with Moodle. The two examples in Variation 3 show how we can use
pictures as part of a gap-fill activity. Pictures often provide an attractive stimulus
that makes it easier and more interesting for students to complete gaps.
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As we'll see, one of the other helpful features in Moodle is that we can organize
it so that students get quick feedback on their efforts. That way they should feel
motivated to go on. And we will have some gratification for the hard work of
producing this activity in the first place.

Variation 1: Using a text as a stimulus for a
gap-fill

What we're aiming to do here is reproduce a gap-fill that we could easily use in class.

The big advantage of Moodle is that students can take their time, do it when it suits
them, and get quick feedback on their efforts.

We start with a text like this:
Everyday John got up early to check the post. Why was it taking so long to reply? He
urgently wanted to get the all-important letter. What would he do if he didn't get the job?

As an example, we'll remove the words post and get from the text so that the gap-fill
(called cloze test in Moodle) looks like this:

Everyday John got up early to check the . Why was it taking so long to reply? He
urgently wanted to get the all-important letter. What would he do if he didn't ____ the job?

Here's how to do it

1. On your course page, click on Turn editing on. Then click on
Add an activity....

. Adding to existing quizzes
& If you already have a quiz that you want to add a
/" matching question to, just open the quiz instead and
go to Step 4.

2. We're going to make a quiz question, so choose Quiz from the
drop-down menu.

3. Complete the set-up page. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle if you
need help with this. Remember that a quiz activity is a collection of quiz
questions, not just this particular question. So a good name will be something
like Week 1 test.
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MUpdating Quiz in topic 13

General

Name* week 1 rest
Introduction @

P (g B F U S = < 8B o

|
SiEwie gy —pheae QEO0GHE < @

This test will practicle language we covered in week one of your course

When we have finished, click on Save and display. Don't worry if Save and
return to course gets clicked on by mistake. Simply find the activity we have
just created on the course page, and click on the hand icon # to edit it.

4. Lots of people get puzzled here. Where's the quiz gone? Well, in fact we've
just produced the quiz wrapper. The next steps will produce the actual
questions for our quiz.

From the Question bank, go to Create a new question, and choose
Embedded Answers (Cloze) from the drop-down menu.

5. This takes us to the introduction page for our new quiz question, as opposed
to the quiz activity. And just to recap, since this is often confusing to teachers,
the front page (Step 2) gives general information about the quiz (availability,
etc.), and this introduction page provides specific information about this quiz
question, Embedded Answers, only.

Adding embedded answers (cloze)

Settings Details

Category Decide which category of quizzes you want your quiz to
belong to.

Question name Let's give our question a name. How about cloze 1?

Question text Now enter the text. To make the gaps work, you have to

supply some extra information in brackets for each gap.
The brackets look like this: { }.

It should look like this:

Everyday John got up early to check
the {:SHORTANSWER:~=post}. Why was it
taking so long to reply? He urgently
wanted to get the all-important letter.
What would he do if he didn't —=----{:
SHORTANSWER: ~=get} the job?

[143]



Vocabulary Activities

Don't forget to:

o

Put the correct answer in braces: { }

o

Put a colon after the type of answer: SHORTANSWER :

o

Put ~= before the correct answer

This is what the edited set-up page will look like:

Current Category Default for English 1 (12) ® Use This Category
Save in Category Jisk B

Question name* john
Question text* @

Trebucnet  18) (160 ) ) el B Z U S % <X @ oo
Mo =S :

Everyday John got up early to check the {:SHORTANSWER:-=post}. Why was it
taking so long to reply? He urgently wanted to get the all-important letter.
What would he do if he didn't ==~ -{:SHORTANSWER:-=get} the job?

Path:

Format @3 HTML format
Image to displa}-‘ peoplepix/2_oct_jeff.jpg ﬂ

Enhancing your gaps

We can also provide feedback by putting a # after the answer. For
example, { : SHORTANSWER : ~=post#well done! }.

We can also reward partially-correct answers. To do this, we need
- toadd the following: { : SHORTANSWER : ~=post#well done!

% ~%50%mail#nearly right!}.

A
In that example, the ~ precedes the next set of feedback, and the $50%
indicates what percentage of the mark the user will get.

We can also add an image to the text. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with
Moodle for help with uploading images to Moodle.

Remember that the gap-fill is not case sensitive.

Once we've written the text, click decode and verify the question text to

make sure we've included the text, answer type, and feedback that we want.

We can go back and edit it if necessary.
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7. We've nearly completed the activity, but not quite. The quiz activity we've
just created now appears in the Question bank, but it's not in the course yet.
As a final action, we need to click on the left-pointing arrow <4 against our
new activity to move it into our quiz. If you can't see the arrows, you might
need to click on the Quiz tab:

But note that we can't add or edit questions when students are already in the
middle of attempts on one of the quiz questions.

Adding more questions

You could now add other quiz questions if you so
wished. Just go back to Step 4.

Our activity question is now ready to use—finally! We can check what it
looks like by going to the course page, clicking on the activity, and then
switching to Student view.

You are logged in as Jeff Stanford (Logout)

@ Switch role to... ?_r Turn editing on 3
Switch role to...
Teacher ¥!

Non-editing teacher

Then if we click on the quiz we've just created, we can see what the quiz looks like
for students. Students can try it out by clicking on the quiz link on the course page.
This is what they'll see:

W
m

Everyday John got up early to check the . Why was ittaking so long to reply? He urgently
wanted to get the all-important letter. WWhat would he do if he didn't the job?

" Submit

We can check how well they're doing by clicking on the activity in our normal
view and then clicking on results. This takes us to the gradebook. You'll find lots
of information on the gradebook in Chapter 9, Assessment.
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Variation 2: Completing the lyrics of a song
from an audio file using Audacity

One of the great things about Moodle is that it allows us to combine lots of different
media in our quest for learning. So, as a particularly enjoyable way of practicing
vocabulary is to listen out for words in a song, this variation does just that. First of
all, we need to choose a song we'd like our class to listen to. Obviously, we want it
to be fun and useful at the same time. If we choose a good song, our students will
be singing it to themselves a lot, and will learn that vocabulary in no time at all. If
for any reason you don't want other people to have access to your song, don't forget
that a course enrolment key will stop non-authorized people from entering it. See
Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for more information on that.

If you can't find a good, copyright-free song, you could consider singing it yourself
or getting a colleague or friend with a good voice to sing it.

Here's how to do it

Edit Step 5 in Variation 1 so that the introduction includes an audio of the song you
want to use. Don't forget that you'll need the lyrics to create the gap-fill script. See
Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle if you need help for uploading audio files.

Making audio files work

Make sure the media filter is set to on.
s

Learn how to create a mini player in Chapter 2, Getting started
with Moodle.

This is what the song gap-fill based on Old MacDonald had a farm will look like when
it's finished:

Preview Old MacDonald had a farm!

Quiz: Week 1 test

Listen to the song and then fill in the gaps below!
: [ —

o T
Old MacDonald had a farm
Eeieeioh!
And on that farm he had some
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Variation 3: Completing texts based on charts
and other images

Images make a lasting impact on students. They often make it much easier to
understand language, and they are an important part of our daily lives. So another
engaging way of building gap-fill exercises is to include images as part of the
information that students need to understand.

Let's try this out with a few examples. We'll need to prepare an image that we want
students to transfer information from. For example:
e A family tree

e A picture of an activity

Next, we need to write a task that uses the image. Let's try out the following examples.

Example 1: Family tree diagram

In this example, students look at a diagram of a family tree and deduce information
from it, which helps them complete a text. We need to produce an image like this one
and import it into the introduction to our question.

Here's how to do it

1. We'll need to edit Step 5 in Variation 1 to import the picture. Otherwise, the
steps are the same. We can produce a simple diagram like this in a simple
drawing program.

Simon’s family tree

R

[simen | v

There are links to many drawing programs at http://www.drawingcoach.
com/free-drawing-programs.html.

2. Once we've produced the drawing, we click on the import image button H in
the HTML editing menu to upload it and import it into our instruction page.

Page contents:
Trebuchet B iem ) ) (g 5] B 7 U 8 =% » B oo
E MW s

FE Bl —beee QOQSM ©

i
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See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle if you need more help with
uploading images.

3. Once we've uploaded the image, we'll need to change the text to something
like this:

This is Simon's family tree! Simon is 24 years old. He is Mark's { :
SHORTANSWER : ~=brother}. They look like twins but Mark is one year
older. He's Jane's { : SHORTANSWER: ~=son}.

Here's what the set-up page looks like:

Adding Embedded Answers (Cloze)&

Calegory | Default for Test101 (13) 2]

Question name*  Family tree
Question text* @

Trebuchet ) (1@ F5) Mg B Z U8 =% < 8 oo
E=== M St Tl —Jese QEOOSERE ©

Simon®s family tree
This is Simon's family tree! Simon is 24 years old. He |
{ is Mark's|{:S_I:I_QRIAH_S_W_E_R:-=brother}.They look like |
- twins but Mark is one year older. He's Jane's
Hren |—| Mark {:SHORTANSWER: -=son}.

"
v

Path: body

And here's what the final version will look like:

Preview Family tree

Quiz: Week 1 test

Marks:
-2

Simon's family tree o . . ) .
This is Simon's family tree! Simon is

[ Jof b 24 years old. He is Mark's
i

.They look like twins but Mark is one
simon [—| Mark year older. He's Jane's

f_ Submit
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Example 2: Picture of an activity

The last example shows how we can take an interesting photo and encourage
students to think about it via a gap-fill. The following picture taken in 2008, for
example, shows all sorts of contrasts and is interesting to look at in its own right.
What's that building at the back? Why's a man holding up a Soviet flag?

Here's how to do it

As in the last example, we need to edit Step 5 in Variation 1 to import the picture
and change the text. Otherwise the steps are the same as in the first variation. The
text below gives an example of varied feedback depending on the correctness of
the answer.

Example Text:

This is what the Bolshoi Theatre, Moscow, looked like in October 2008. What

a lot of contrasts! There is a man holding a { : SHORTANSWER : ~=flag#well

done! ~%50%banner#nearly right!} wishing things were back the way they
were in the Soviet { : SHORTANSWER: ~=Union#well done! ~=period#well

done! ~%50%time#nearly right!}. There are two children running around. Pink
for { : SHORTANSWER: ~=girls#well done! ~%50%girl#tnearly right!} and blue
for boys. Things haven't changed. You can spot the two policemen because of their
wide { : SHORTANSWER: ~=caps#well done! ~%50%hats#nearly right!}. What's
all that { : SHORTANSWER: ~=scaffolding#well done! ~%50%building#nearly
right!} in front of the Bolshoi? Well, workers are busy { : SHORTANSWER: ~=
restoring#well done! ~%50%changing#nearly right!} it to its former
pre-revolutionary glory.
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Notice that the gap after Soviet has two correct answers. Here's what one student's
attempt looks like:

Bolshoi Theatre Moscow - 2008

This is what the Bolshoi Theatre, Moscow, looked like in October 2008.
What a lot of contrasts! There is a man holding a [flag " wishing
things were back the way they were in the Soviet jpericd  + . There are
two children running around. Pink for [gil -/ and blue for boys. Things
haven’t changed. You can spot the two policement because of their wide
[hats— 7 . What's all that puiding ./ in front of the Bolshoi? Well,
workers are busy [restering it to it s former pre-revolutionary glory.

(" Submit

Partially correct
Marks for this submission: 4.5/6. This submission attracted a penalty of
0.6.

It's really worth reviewing students' progress on these tests once they start using
them. We can do that by clicking the quiz activity on the course page, then on the
Results tab.

Attempts: 2
Showing graded and ungraded attempts for each user. The one attempt for each user that is graded is
highlighted. The grading method fer this quiz is Highest grade.
2 Time
First name / Started on Completed = taken Grade/10 # #2
Surname
18 June
o ** Josmith 2009, é?_;‘;":hfmg' 45secs 375 025 3.75/7.5
= 07:31AM  ©7
18 June :
o =° ;a"f'tf 2008, ;?_;‘;":;009' f 0"“”5 313 0/2.5 3.13/7.5
il 0727 AM " R
Kool 344 0125 344175
average
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The #1 and #2 refer to the quiz questions we have set up. By clicking on them,

we can see the students' actual responses. Maybe they thought of something we
didn't. We can use that information to edit the gap-fill text. A useful thing to do, for
example, is to partially reward more partially correct answers. One student wrote
"Soviet Country" instead of "Soviet Union". We could amend the gap like this:

{ : SHORTANSWER: ~=Union#well done! ~=period#well done!~%50%time#nearly
right! ~%20%country#you're on the right track, but think of the
official name of the country!}

Gradebook/Importing files
. See Chapter 10, Extended Activities for much more information on how
% to access, interpret, and export quiz scores in the Moodle gradebook.
v

Questions can be imported into the Moodle quiz module in a large
number of other formats, such as Hot Potatoes and XML. See Chapter 2,
Getting Started with Moodle for more information on Hot Potatoes.

Activity 12: Creating a text/text matching
activity using the Quiz module

Aim: Help students create associations between words and other
words/images/audio

Moodle modules: Quiz
Extra programs: Audacity needed for Variation 2
Ease of setup: ***

It's well known that making associations between words and other objects, thoughts
or sounds, is a good way to learn them. These other things can be images, sounds,
other words, movements, emotions. Buzan's website http: //www.buzanworld. com/
is a good source of information on this.
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There is Quiz question type in Moodle that lets us set up a matching question, which
helps students make associations. The way this works is that pairs of items are
arranged in two separate columns. The student matches them by choosing an

item from a drop-down menu in the right-hand column.

Quiz: Matching text to pictures

Match a word in column one with a word in column two.

keep Choose... |+
Choase..
hold your word
a play
rehearse a meeting

* Submit )

Lots of teachers get put off setting up Quiz module questions, because they are a
little more complex than most of the other activities in Moodle. The pay-off is that
once we've got them working, they can be a powerful tool for assessing our students
and helping them learn in an enjoyable way. We can edit questions and feedback on
our questions easily. We can access a wide range of statistics, and we can build up a
versatile question bank. But ... if these things aren't important, an easier suggestion
would be to create our matching question in Hot Potatoes and then import it into
Moodle, as suggested in Activity 9.

So, what things can we match? Well, the items in each column can only be text, but
the introduction to the exercise can include images, video, or audio. When students
do the matching activity, they are presented with a drop-down menu of all the
possible matching items.

Let's look at three variations. The first one matches words as in the screenshot above.
The second one matches pictures with text, and the last variation matches audio
recordings with text. The last two take a bit more time to prepare, of course, but
feedback from students is often positive when pictures and audio are included.

Variation 1: Matching words

There are all sorts of things we could match. The following are a few examples:

Collocations Words that frequently go with other words,
such as "hold" + "a meeting" or "as a" + "result"

Antonyms "black" + "white"

Common replies "how are you?" + "I'm fine, thanks."

In this variation we'll set up a collocations-matching exercise.
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Here's how to do it

1. Click on Turn editing on on our course page. Then click on Add an
activity.... We're going to make a quiz question, so choose Quiz.

2. Complete the set-up page. We can give an introduction and details about the
sort of general feedback we want to give. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with
Moodle for help with this. Remember that a quiz activity is a collection of quiz
questions, not just this particular question. So a good name will be something
like Week 1 test.

FlUpdating Quiz in topic 1@
General

MName* week 1 st

Intreduction @

Trebuchat _=| lL_Bl._rt?__E] e _=] LM:T‘“ I8 "« B =
EEIE mu SiEiEiE T —Jeae QEOQaR © @

This test will prar:ticb language we covered in week one of your course

Now we have finished. Click on Save.

Alternatively

Open an existing quiz where we want to add a matching

%&‘ question. To open an existing quiz, click on the activity link
in the course. Then click on the Edit tab. We can now go
straight to creating another question.

3. We are now inside the quiz environment. From the Question bank, go to
Create a new question, and choose Matching from the drop-down menu.
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Adding a matching question

4. We now come to the introduction page for our new quiz question. Don't
forget that whereas the front page gives general information about the quiz
activity (availability, etc.), this question introduction page provides specific
information about the quiz question. It's easy to mix them up.

Settings Details

Category Decide which category of quizzes we want
our question to belong to. (See Chapter 9,
Assessment for information on categories.)

Question name Give our question a name. Let's call this one
Collocations 1.

General box Write the instructions for the activity. This
is where we would include audio, video, or
images if we want them.

Question text Let's write Match a word in column one
with a word in column two.

5. Now enter the words for column one, one at a time in the Question box,
giving the Answer below.

Question 1

Question [strong cigarette |

Answer  mild

Question 2

Question |rough sea

Answer caim

6. Click on Save. The quiz activity question we've just created now appears
in the Question bank. It's not in the course yet. Just one more thing to do:
click on the left pointing arrow << against the new activity to move it into the
quiz. Sometimes, teachers end up with a question bank but no arrows. If that
happens, click on the Quiz tab and the arrows will appear.

[ Expanding the quiz ]
v

We could now add other quiz activities if we want.
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7.

Our activity question is now ready to use. Not such a big deal after all!

We can check what it looks like by going to the course page, clicking on the
activity, and then switching to Student view.

Then if we click on the quiz we've just created, we can see what the quiz
looks like for students. Students can try it out by clicking on the quiz link
on the course page.

We can check how well they're doing by clicking on the activity in our
normal view and then clicking on results. This takes us to the gradebook.
There is lots of information on the gradebook in Chapter 9, Assessment.

Variation 2: Creating a picture/text matching
activity using the Quiz module

The only difference between Variation 1 and Variation 2 is that we're adding

labeled pictures. Our quiz question will get students to match the labels with
their definitions.

Here's how to do it

Stages 1-3 are the same as in Variation 1. We will cover the next steps here.

4. In the introduction box, import the pictures we want to include in our
matching task. Don't forget to number them. The numbers will go in
column one below.

Our General box would look something like this:

Adding a Matching Questiona
General

Category | Default for Test101 (8) ]

Question name*  Animals
Question text @
% o @] o

Trebuchet B tem 3) BIEIELES T

s Tl —bede OO0gal © @

= M m

Picture 1

o
ol

Picture 2

14-51

Look at the pictures of animals. Match each one with the name of the animal D

Picture 3

with Moodle for help with uploading images.

[

Uploading images: Go to Chapter 2, Getting Started ]
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5. For the questions below the General box, write.

Question 1
Question plcture 1
Answer ca
Question 2
Question [picture 2
Answer dog
Question 3
Question [plcture 3
Answer rabbit

To finish off, just follow Steps 6 and 7 from Variation 1. And voila! We have a

matching question with pictures.

picture 1

picture 3

picture 2

( submit )

Look at the pictures of animals. Match each one with the name of the animal

Preview animals

Quiz: Week 1 test

picture 1 picture 2 picture 3

Choose... |% l
Choose... |:]
Choose... | 3]

Variation 3: Creating an audio/text matching
activity using the Quiz module

In this variation we'll have a question introduction text which includes sound
recordings. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for help with creating
recordings. Each recording will be labeled, and the students will match the labels
with their definitions. This is what it will look like:

[156]




Chapter 3

Quiz: Week 1 test
1 « Listen to the sound clips. Match each one with the description you hear.
Marks -
I Sound 1 [ ——
Sound 2
Sound 3 D —
sound 1 Chgoia _:1
.EEH.IF'II;" 2 Chookn T]
Eﬂt_lr'ld 3 Chooia _1
Sub=min

This is a great way to help students listen for the meaning of a word. So sound
clip 1 could be a description like "this is the first thing I do in the morning".
And the matching word could be "yawn". Of course, the other verbs shouldn't
be possible answers.

Sound clip 2 could be a description like "this is what I do to my clothes after I wash
them", which would match with "rinse". And the third clip could be something like
"this is what I do to the food in my mouth", which would match the word "chew".

Here's how to do it
Steps 1-3 are the same as in Variation 1. We will cover the next steps here.
4. In the Question text box, import the sound clips we want to include in our

matching task. Don't forget to number them. The numbers will go in column
one below.

Our General box would look something like this:

Adding a Matching Questiona

General
Category | Default for Test101 (3) B3]
Question name*  verbs
Question text @
Trebuchet .#! 1(8pt) ui] uC] Lang uC] BJIUODR %« B oo

SiEEE T —Jdbedpe QEOQap < @

sound 1
sound 2
sound 3
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There's a section on importing audio files and creating flash players in
Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle.

Mini-Flash players on your web page

Don't forget that the Mini-Flash players only appear after
you save the page.

5. For the questions below the Question text box, write:

Question 1
Question |scund 1
Answer yawn
Question 2
Question |scund 2
Answer rinse
Question 3
Question [sound 3
Answer  chew

Keeping the same order of questions

% Don't forget to uncheck shuffle questions on the quiz
- set-up page so that the sound clips remain in the same
order as we write them.

To finish off, just follow Steps 6 and 7 from Variation 1. And now we have a matching
question with sounds!
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Speaking and listening are at the heart of most people's foreign language learning.
Moodle makes it easy to practice speaking by helping students at various stages in
the development of their speaking skills. For example, they can practice identifying
sounds they need to use. They can also do lots of helpful repetition practice — think
how that can save your voice. They can prepare vocabulary and other language
material for class activities, and they can actually practice speaking on Moodle.
With those ideas in mind, this chapter's Moodle speaking activities are divided
into four areas:

e Pronunciation —identifying sounds
e Listening and repeating activities
e Preparing for speaking in class

¢  Online speaking activities

Pronunciation exercises: Activities 1 and 2

Exercises like these on Moodle can help low-level students practice basic
pronunciation by identifying correct sounds and matching sounds. To prepare

these exercises, we'll use core Moodle modules together with NanoGong or Audacity
(or your preferred recording software) to produce the recordings. Audacity is a free
recording program. There's more information about it in Chapter 2, Getting Started
with Moodle and a discussion of the pros and cons of using it in Activity 5.

Listening and repeating activities: Activities 3 and 4

Being able to repeat new or difficult sounds ad infinitum is a helpful feature of
Moodle. Students can practice saying things such as individual sounds, word stress,
intonation, as well as longer utterances. Students' recordings can be uploaded for
teachers to check, or students can compare them to original versions themselves.
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Preparing for speaking in class: Activities 5 to 7

The flexibility with time that an online system like Moodle gives allows students to
do some useful preparation for speaking activities before they come to class. They
can prepare their roles in role-plays, debates, or other activities. They can also think
about and practice vocabulary and grammar or idiomatic language that they want to
use in advance of an activity that will need it. For example, they could use a wiki to
build up ideas on pros and cons for a debate before they actually have the debate in
class or in an online forum.

Online speaking activities: Activities 8 and 9

Students can submit their NanoGong recordings to the teacher or just play them to
make their own assessment of themselves or each other.

The activities within each of these four sections are ordered according to the ease
of setup.

NanoGong

Unfortunately, Moodle doesn't currently have an in-built recording device, but
fear not. There is an excellent add-on module, called NanoGong, which allows

us to record directly onto Moodle web pages via an extra audio button. I'd also
recommend installing the add-on modules OUblog and OUwiki, which will allow
you to use NanoGong in blogs and wikis on Moodle.

Installing add-on modules

% You'll need to get your Moodle administrator to install these three
— add-on modules. There are instructions in Chapter 2, Getting
Started with Moodle on this.

Once you have NanoGong, you and your students can record, play back, and save
your audio recordings as WAV files through a simple audio player. WAV is one of
the many formats available for saving recordings. You're probably familiar with the
popular MP3 format used in MP3 players.

This is what the Moodle web page editing menu will look like with the extra
NanoGong button:

Trebuchet 1) 1 ..| ) g ) B 7 U8 %< 8 oo
E v Sici2iE Tandy —he=dgee D Ooaa@m © @
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Notice that there's a new audio button . To use NanoGong, simply click on the
button and a NanoGong recorder will appear.

806

If || | http://moodleforlang g b

Insert Sound =

Insert Sound

—Sound Recorder — =

> @) (. L8 (m

Caption:

Applet recorder started

Click on the red button to record, the square button to stop, the play button to

play back the recording. The x1.0 button allows us to speed up or slow down the
recording during playback, which is a handy feature for students who are struggling
to understand a recording and need to play it more slowly.

We can record about 5 minutes of sound. The quality's fairly good, and it's a

convenient way of recording. We have the option to write a Caption here that will
appear on the web page. Once you're happy with our recording, click on OK and an
audio icon will appear in our web page.

Now all our students have to do is click on the audio button ¢: and the NanoGong
player will appear. Here's an example of what we could write on a Moodle web
page with a NanoGong recording;:

English 1
mfl > E1

Resources

nanogong demo

Click here to listen to my nanogong recording! g

»® a7 9
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The Save button on the right of the panel allows students and teachers to save the
file to their computers. The audio file format choices are WAV, FLV, and SPEEDEX.
The default WAV files are readable in most audio players. So it's probably best to
stick with that. But, note that the Moodle Flash player does not play WAV files. You
can convert a WAV file to an MP3 file in Audacity. To do that, open the WAYV file in
Audacity. Then export it as an MP3 file. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for
help with this.

Possible delays: If you record a long NanoGong file, it can take well
» over 20 seconds to load, depending on the speed of your connection.
A 5-minute WAV file will be at least 6 MB in size — that's quite large.
If you make short recordings of up to a minute, NanoGong works
quickly and efficiently.

NanoGong not working?

If for some reason you can't install NanoGong on your Moodle,

N don't worry. Seven of the nine activities in this chapter don't need
it. A slightly time-consuming workaround for you, the teacher, is to
get your students to make recordings on their computers and email
them to you. You can then create Flash audio players as described in
Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle. Flash audio players look like
the following and are built into Moodle: [ L)

Here's an overview showing which activities require NanoGong:

Activity Module NanoGong
1 Forum x

2 Quiz x/v

3 Database v

4 Mediacenter x

5 OUwiki v

6 Wiki x

7 Chat x

8 Blog x/v

9 Assignment x/v
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Web conferencing: Another way of practicing speaking is through web
conferencing. This is an online activity that allows us to interact with
other people in real time. For example, it allows us to chat, see each other
_ via our webcams, share views of our Desktop, share presentations, etc.
% There are now open source web conferencing programs, such as Dimdim
L and WiZiQ Live Class, which aren't covered in this book, even though
they can be used with Moodle. As they become more reliable,
they could be well worth using in your online classes to practice
synchronous speaking activities. See http: //www.dimdim.com/
products/what_is_dimdim.html for more information:

Activity 1: Helping students improve
pronunciation using the Forum module

Aim: Provide oral feedback on students' pronunciation
Moodle modules: Forum

Extra programs: None

Ease of setup: **

How often have you listened to students' pronunciation errors, and thought "I
wish there was an easy way for them to listen to correct versions and repeat them"?
Well, one way Moodle can help out is providing a recording of the correct versions
for students to listen to in their own time and as many times as they want. We

can collect examples of errors we hear and then record a short commentary with
examples of more natural versions.

Here are some examples of the sorts of pronunciation errors students might make
that we could correct.

e Individual sounds.
e Elision (where a sound should be left out). For example, the "t" in "football".

e Assimilation (where the first of two adjacent sounds changes to match the
second one). For example, "Great Britain" sounds like "Grape Britain".
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e Intonation. This is used to express a grammar or attitudinal function.
Students may benefit from:

o

o

Making their initial pitch higher to show more interest

Having a clear rise or fall on the last content word of
the sentence

Practicing marked stress where a word gets extra emphasis

In the example below, we'll use a forum to store the recorded commentary. The

advantage of a forum is that we can also include written commentaries, and students

can easily respond with questions or spoken examples of pronunciation. Moodle

forums don't allow us to use NanoGong. So we'll create a Flash audio player. That
has the advantage of allowing us to make a recording longer than 5 minutes, if we

need to. This is what our forum introduction will look like when it's finished:

) Pronouncing words that come from French
by Jeff Stanford - Thursday, 9 July 2009, 08:57 PM

Hi Class!

Several words came up today that were a bit hard to pronounce.
Listen to this recording and practice saying the difficult words
again!

Have fun! &
Edit | Delete | Reply

Using other modules for storing recordings

If you don't want to use a forum, create a web page instead. Then you
can use NanoGong to record your commentary. See Chapter 3, Vocabulary
Activities, Activity 3 for help with setting up a web page. The introduction
to this chapter will guide you through recording with NanoGong.

You could also consider using a database if you plan to build up a bank
of recordings and want students to be able to see categorized errors. Or, if
you simply want students to hear your commentary, you could consider
making a podcast using the add-on Mediacenter block. See Activity 3 for
an example database and Activity 5 for an example podcast.
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Here's how to do it

Preparation

First we need to make a recording for our students to listen to.

Here's an example. Imagine that your students have been having problems with the
pronunciation of words that come from French and you want to provide them with
a few guidelines and examples. This is the sort of instruction you might include:

There are lots of French words used in English every day. Some of them are so common we
don't even realize they're French. Occasionally, we need to make them sound a bit more
French. Here are some words that came up last week. One word was 'debut'. Don't forget:

You shouldn't pronounce the 't' at the end. Try saying it: 'debut'... 'debut'. Another word
that came up was 'chauffeur'. That's not a 'ch' sound as in 'church' but a 'sh' sound as

in 'shower'. Try saying it: 'chauffeur'. Notice that the stress is on the second syllable 'eur'
'chauffeur'. Etc.

1. Make a recording of this instruction using your preferred recording program.
If you don't have one already, I'd recommend Audacity. See Chapter 2,
Getting Started with Moodle for download details.

Practice makes perfect

If you're new to this, you might find that you need to
record your commentary a few times to get the hang of it.

Leave a pause after key words to give students time

M to repeat.
Write down the keywords in the forum text so that
students can read them, too.

Don't speak too fast.

If the students' level of understanding is low, make
your recording of the introduction to the activity in
their first language.

2. Save your recording as an MP3 file, by clicking on Save As in the File menu
in Audacity, as in this screenshot. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle if
you need help saving MP3 files in Audacity.
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Activity

Now we'll set up the Moodle forum that will use this recording.

3.

Click on Turn editing on on your course page. Then click on

Add an activity....

Choose Forum.

Complete the introductory page. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle
if you need help with grades, outcomes, and common module settings. If
you're uncertain, just leave them, but do pay attention to the following:

Settings Details

Forum name Let's call it Pronunciation clinic.

Forum type Decide what type of forum you want. I suggest you choose
either a single simple discussion (this may be the most
appropriate if you only want one discussion on pronunciation)
or a standard forum (that's useful if you want students to
be able to start new threads on the forum). A thread is a
new discussion within the same forum. The following
screenshot shows us three threads: one on adverbs, one
on a pronunciation question, and one on like to go.

" Add a new discussion topic
Discussion Started by Group Replies
adverbs & Jeff Stanford 0
pronunciation question: ‘'surgeon’ hla Jeff Stanford 2
like to go T. Maria Stanford 0
As you can see, students start new threads to change the topic.

Forum Explain what the purpose of the forum is. In this case, it is to

introduction help students review their pronunciation, so you could write

something like this:

%Updating Forum in topic 4

General

Forum name”*  pronunciation clinic
Forumtype (@ |standard forum for generaluse |4
Forum introduction* @

Tahoma ) (1em 8

B (eg ) B Z U & %= B oo
= — oo QEO96HMR © @

pronundation that you've been working on this week. Click on the
posting you want to hear and then ciickl on the flash player to hear
your teacher’s commentary.

[

=

a
i
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Varying the introduction to the activity

* You could also include a spoken introduction, images, or even
% video. Images could make the page more attractive, or focus
students' attention on the activity. See Chapter 2, Getting Started
with Moodle for help with uploading images and videos.

6. Click on Save and display. Your forum should look like this:

Visible groups Al participants [ This forum allows everyone to choose whether to subscribe or not
@ Force everyone to be subscribed

Show/edit current subscribers
Unsubscribe from this forum

V' This forum contains recordings which cover some
of the pronunciation that you've been working on
this week. Click on the posting you want to hear

and then click on the flash player to hear your
teacher's commentary.

“ Add a new discussion topic 3

7. Next, click on Add a new discussion topic. Then start a new post. In the
post, write an introduction to the recording. Upload the recording we made

for this activity, following the instructions in Chapter 2, Getting Started with
Moodle if you need help.

8. Now click on Post to forum at the bottom of the page. We can now see our
forum posting with the mini Flash player. If students want to reply to our
message with queries, they just click on Reply.

Your reply
Subjecl' Re: Pronouncing French words
Message™ @
Trebuchet ) (1@en F¥) B (o) B Z O 8§ % < B oo™

=i Thd —bedgew OdODGRA ©

Dear Teacher

| still don't understand the pronunciation of début. Is the stress on the first
syllable or the second?

Thanks

Xenia|

And after that, they click on Post to forum.
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Activity 2: Creating a word stress
matching activity using the Quiz module

Aim: Help students identify sounds
Moodle modules: Quiz

Extra programs: NanoGong

Ease of setup: ***

When students are at early stages of learning, matching exercises can be an effective
way of helping them identify sounds. In this activity we'll use the Quiz module to
create two variations of a matching exercise. In Variation 1, students will group
sound patterns without hearing them, so no recording equipment is needed. In
Variation 2, they will listen to sound recordings.

If you cut your teeth on the Quiz module in Chapter 3, Vocabulary Activities, Activity
12, you might enjoy having another go here. You can also use Hot Potatoes to
prepare a quiz, but you can't record directly into Hot Potatoes. So Moodle is possibly
easier to use for matching activities which include sound.

In a matching exercise, pairs of items are arranged in two separate columns. The
items in each column can only be text, but the introduction to the exercise can
include images, video, or audio.

Example 1: Word stress

Preview Guess the word stress

| Start again |

14
Mirksr obsolete Choose... | &1
. Sl 66
important
revision
rerecord Choose... |9)
wonderful Choose... |3)
caravan Choose... 3]

| Submit )
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Here students have to decide whether the stress of a column 1 word like wonderful
is on the first (0oo), second (000), or third (000) syllable and match the word
accordingly, choosing a stress pattern from the drop-down menu on the right.

Column 1 Column 2
wonderful Ooo
caravan O0oo
important o0o
revision 00o

Example 2: Sounds with audio

Preview rhyming 1

Quiz: Guess the word stress

Listen to the recordings below. Which word on the right rhymes with the words
you hear.

For example. You hear 'cat, mat sat'. They rhyme with ‘fat'!

recording 1
recording 2
recording 3

recording 1 “Choose... |4)
recording 2 Choose... | &1
recording 3 bow

plane
[ Submit | say

Here students hear an audio introduction, which includes a group of rhyming
words. They have to match what they hear to another word with the same sound. In

the following example, pane, drain, and vein in recording 1/ Column 1 rhyme with stain
in Column 2.

This is the text that you would record:
recording 1: pane, drain, vein rhyme with...
recording 2: go, snow, throw rhyme with...

recording 3: ray, play, weigh rhyme with...
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These are the matching columns you'd produce:

Column 1 Column 2
recording 1 stain
recording 2 blow
recording 3 eBay

Example 3: Intonation patterns

or a falling sound.
4 hello, how are you today?

4 never do that again!
4 could | have some sausages, please.

hello, how are you today (click on recording above) ' choose.. [+]

never do that again. Choose... | ¢]

could | have some sausages, please? Choose... | #]

“ submit

Listen to the soundclips. Decide whether each underlined word is a rising

In this example students see a text with an underlined word. They click on the audio
button and hear the utterance. They then decide whether the intonation is falling or

rising and choose the corresponding intonation in column 2.

Other ideas

This activity type is useful for practicing:

"sieve" and "give")

e Intonation (see Variation 2)

M e Word stress (as in Example 1)
Q e Individual sounds (matching words with different

spellings but the same sound, like "sea" and "see",

Variation 1: Getting students to identify

word stress

Let's look in detail at how we can create the word stress matching question activity

illustrated in Example 1.
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Here's how to do it

1.

We can either open an existing quiz and add a matching question to it or we
can create a new quiz activity. To do that, we click on Turn on editing on the
course home page. Then click on Add an activity. We're going to make a quiz
question, so choose Quiz.

Complete the introduction page for the quiz activity (see Chapter 2, Getting
Started with Moodle if you need help with this). When we have finished, click
on Save and Display. Don't worry if you clicked on Save and return to
course by mistake. Simply find the activity we have just created and click on
the hand icon # to edit it.

We are now inside the quiz environment. From the Question bank, go to
Create a new question, and choose Matching from the drop-down menu.

Adding a matching question

4. Now we come to the introduction page for our new quiz question. Whereas
the front page gives general information about the quiz activity (availability,
etc.), the question introduction page provides specific information about the
quiz question.

Settings Details
Category Decide which category of quizzes we want our question to belong to

(see Chapter 9 for information on categories). We can leave it as it is for
now and change it later if necessary.

Question name  Now we give our question a name. Let's call it Guess the word stress.

General box Write the instructions for the activity. This is where we would include

audio, video, or images if we want them (see Variation 2 in a bit).

Question text Let's write this:

Match a word in column one with the right stress pattern in
column two.

Editing a Matching Question@

You have permission to :

» Edit this question
* Move this question
+ Save this as a new question

General
Current Category Default for English 1 (18) ® Use This Category
Save in Category §
Question name*  Guess the ward stress

Question text @

Match a word in eolumn one with the right
stress pattern in column two.
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5.

6.

Now we enter the words in the first column, one at a time in each question
box. In the answer box, we indicate the word stress using the o and 0 letters,
where 0 represents the stressed syllable in each case. Here are the first three
words. We can create more question boxes by clicking on the 3 more sets of
blanks button at the bottom of the page.

Question important

Answer oo

Question [wonderful

Answer oao

Question caravan

Answer 0ao

Click on Save as new question. The quiz activity question we've just created
now appears in the Question bank. It's not in the course yet. Just one more
thing to do: click on the left pointing arrow €& against the new activity to
move it into the quiz.

Our activity question is now ready to use. We can check what it looks like
by going to the course page, clicking on the activity, and then switching to
Student view.

Then if we click on the quiz we've just created, we can see what the quiz
looks like for students. Students can try it out by clicking on the quiz link
on the course page.

English 1

mfl » E1 » Quizzes » Guess the word stress
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We can check how well they're doing by clicking on the activity in our
normal view and then clicking on results. This takes us to the gradebook,
which is covered in some detail in Chapter 9, Assessment.

There is a screenshot of the finished question in the introduction to
this activity.

Variation 2: Getting students to identify
intonation

In this variation the introduction text to our question includes sound recordings.
The sound recordings can be individual sounds, examples of word stress, intonation,
or any other aspect of pronunciation (see examples given in this activity). Each
recording will be labeled, and the students will match the labels with their
definitions. This is what we want to achieve:

Listen to the soundclips. Decide whether each underlined word is a rising
or a falling sound.

¢ hello, how are you today?
& never do that again!
< could | have some sausages, please.

hello, how are you today (click on recording above) Choose... | +
never do that again. Choose... [+

could | have some sausages, please? Choose... |+

" Submit

First you need to make sure that NanoGong is installed on your Moodle so that you
can record directly into the instructions box. A slightly more fiddly alternative is to
make recordings separately and import them into Moodle. See Chapter 2, Getting
Started with Moodle for details on how to do this.

Here's how to do it
Stages 1-4 are the same as in Variation 1. We will cover the next steps here.
5. In the introduction box, write the instructions as seen in the last screenshot.

The audio buttons are NanoGong recordings. Go back to the introduction to
this chapter if you need to be reminded how to use them.
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This is the text we read out for each recording:
Recording 1: hello, how are you today? (falling intonation on "you")
Recording 2: never do that again (falling intonation on "again")

Recording 3: could I have some sausages, please (rising intonation on "please")
The introduction text will look like this:

| Trebuchet

m Langmﬂfg-s— * x* W] ) o
iE Tad —hede QTR O

Listen to the soundclips. Decide whether each underlined word is a rising or
a falling sound.

& hello, how are you today?
& never do that again!
<k could I have some sausages, please.

These are the matching columns we'll produce:

Question 1
Question hello, how are you today (click on
recording above)
Answer falling
Question 2
Question [never do that again.
Answer falling
Question 3
Question |could I have some sausages, please?
Answer rising
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6. Click on Save changes. Our activity question is now ready to use.

Other ideas
Gradebook: See Chapter 9, Assessment for information on how to
M access, interpret, and export quiz scores in the Moodle gradebook.
Q Importing files: Questions can be imported into the Moodle quiz
module in a large number of other formats such as WebCT, Hot
Potatoes, and XML. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for
more information.

Activity 3: Adding a sound extension to
vocabulary lists

Aim: Help students practice the pronunciation of words in their vocabulary lists
Moodle modules: Database

Extra programs: NanoGong

Ease of setup: *

It's often useful to be able to add sound to a student activity. This activity provides
an extension to Activity 10, Using a database to set up categorized vocabulary lists in
Chapter 3, Vocabulary Activities. The addition will mean that students can read a
word, see its definition, look at related words, and hear how it's pronounced.

This is a fairly simple operation, and is a matter of adding a recording to your
existing definition. Your enhanced database would now look something like this:

Separate groups | o indiv R individual glossary
Array
WView list View single Search Add entry Export Templates Fields Freseis
Word Definition Related words Example
revengesx ¢ retaliating when someone | thought | was in the clear
does something to you that after | insulted Jim, but last
you don't like. week he took his revenge and
punched me in the mouth.
rate=ix - this is like 2 long mouse mouse squirrel sewer the rat scurried along the
sewer and out into the market
nlare
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Here's how to do it
1. Click on the database you created in Chapter 3, Vocabulary Activities,

Activity 10.

Topic outline

[ News forum
&) individual glossary

2. Now click on the editing icon # next to the first word, paper.

Word

papersx

Cupsx

Wiew list

View single Search Add entry Export Templates Fields Presets

Definition

made from papyrus.

good for writing on!
something we drink

coffee from. It has a
handla

Related words Example

| need some more paper
to write my book!

mug glass would you like a cup of
coffee?

3. Click on the cursor to the left of the first word, made.

word:

Definition:

paper

Trebuchet Fsl 1py |

)¢

m.!.angmﬂfg_s. % xt W)

.
-
£

(/I T S

i

Elad —dbede OOQSB

hade from papyrus. good for writing on!

4. Now we click on the audio button ¢ in the editing menu and record the
word paper, which is the word being defined here. See the introduction to
this chapter if you need help with using the NanoGong audio button

5. Abracadabra! We now have a definition with a recording.

word:

Definition:

paper

Trebuchet B (1eey B ) (g B 7 0 8 =% < B
EE=E=E v EEEE T —Jbede BGOSR

dmade from papyrus. good for writing on!
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6. Click on Save and view. The recordings are now ready to be used. See the
screenshot in the introduction.

Problems with NanoGong in database

If, by any chance, you have problems making your NanoGong

recording appear in the Database module, don't forget that you can
Al save the NanoGong recording to your computer and create a mini
~ Flash player instead. Instructions for this are in Chapter 2, Getting
Q Started with Moodle. It will then look like this instead:

\Word Definition Related words Example
papersx made from | need some more paper
papyrus. good for writing to write my book!
on!
= -
Other possibilities

e Change the instructions so that students add their own
pronunciation of words to their lists.

‘Q e Use the group tool in Moodle to divide your class up.

e Make each group consist of just one person so that individuals
only contribute to their own lists or to group lists.

e Setarule that whoever provides the word and definition also
makes the recording for the word.

Activity 4: Using OUwiki to help students
learn by repeating

Aim: Help students practice speaking by listening and repeating
Moodle modules: OUwiki

Extra programs: NanoGong

Ease of setup: **

There is much value in helping students listen repeatedly to the targeted language.
It helps them get used to the sounds and the meaning. This activity goes one step
further as it allows students to listen to a model text and then to record their own
version of the same text. The easiest way to organize this on Moodle is by using
NanoGong to record and OUwiki to write the scripts and embed the sounds. Don't
forget that NanoGong doesn't work in the normal Moodle Wiki.
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In this example we're going to record a poem line by line. Poems often work well,
because there is a strong rhythm, and they can be interesting and enjoyable as well
as useful.

What it will look like

Each mini-recording will go in a table on a wiki. Students click on the audio button
to hear the model. Then they record their own version next to it. Here's what the final
version will look like:

This wiki provides you with a recording of a poem line by line. Listen to each line by clicking on the audio icon. In the
columns to the right of the model make your own recording of the same line by clicking on the space under your name and
then clicking on the audio icon.

Start page Edit page Comment on page
Latest edits: Tuesday, 9 December 2008, 03:14 PM (Admin User); Tuesday, 9 December 2008, 03:08 PM (Admin User); full history

[model alice ben carol david earl fay graham |helen inga kay
&
a5
I
- Here | am, walking through time

- taking these steps, through this life of mine

- Where am | now, and where will | go
Isitall anillusion? - | really don't know.

Here's how to do it

1. Click on Turn editing on in the top right-hand corner of the course
home page.

Now click on Add an activity... and choose OU wiki.
3. Complete the introductory page. Pay particular attention to the following:

Settings Details
Name Now we give our question a name. Let's call it Poem practice.
Summary This is what students will see when they open the OUwiki.

Let's write this:

This wiki provides you with a recording of a poem line by
line. Listen to each line by clicking on the audio icon. In the
columns to the right of the model make your own recording
of the same line by clicking on the space under of your name
and then clicking on the audio icon.
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Settings Details

Sub-wikis There is a choice between:

Single wiki for course: This means that everyone on the course
sees the same wiki. That's what we'll choose for this activity.

If you have a lot of students, it's worth creating groups and
going for the next option. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with
Moodle for information on creating groups.

One wiki per group: This means that each group sees a totally
different wiki according to what the group members contribute.
Our introduction will still be the same.

Separate wiki for every user: This could be useful if you
don't want students to hear and see each other's contributions.

Time allowed for edit Choose No timeout, as we want students to have as much time
as they need when making their recordings.

See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for information on common mod-
ule settings and outcomes.

«wUpdating OU wiki in topic 1@

Name* Poem practice
Summary @

Trebuchet ) 1em |

Mo =

P (g8l B F U & = ¥ ® oo

T —bese OEOQa@ ©

This wiki provides you with a recording of a poem line by line. Listen to each m
line by clicking on the audio icon. In the columns to the right of the model
make your own recording of the same line by clicking on the space under your

mama and than cliclkkina am tha audia ican

Path:

Sub-wikis @ -Single wiki for course (&3
Time allowed for edit @ | Notimeour  [%]

4. Click on Save and display.

5. Now click on create a page. This is where we set up the table with the model
recording and the space for students to make their own recordings.
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6. Imagine there are ten students who are going to use this wiki. Create a table
with 11 columns and 5 rows by clicking on the table icon [T].

am0e Insert Table (=]
; T AL N
[ || http://moodleforlanguages.co.uk/moodle/lib/editorLy |
Insert Table
Rows: 5
Cols: | 11 Width: 100 Percent | :—]
r~ Layout ~Spacing
Alignment: | Left [ Cellspacing: g
Border thickness: 1 Cellpadding: 1
oK 1 Cancel |

We click on OK once we've entered the details.

The first column is for your recording. The other columns are for students
to record their voices. So, label the first column model. Then label the other
columns with the students' names. The rows are for you to record your 4-line

poem, line by line.

78) (g 3] B £ U8 % < #)
Tdy —beoste QEO@HP ©

) Cu

7. Click in the cell immediately under model. We need to do that because that's
where we want to position the first recording.
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Now we click on the audio icon ¥ in the editing menu.

Make a recording of the first line of the poem. There are full instructions
on recording with NanoGong in the introduction to this chapter if you
need them.

10. Next, click in the third row and record the next line. Do the same for every
line of the poem. We can also write the full text at the bottom, too, to help
students. The finished wiki will look like this:

This wiki provides you with a recording of a poern line by line. Listen 1o each line by clicking on the audio icon. In the
columns to the right of the model make your own recording of the samea line by clicking on the space under your name and
than clicking on the audio icon.

Stal"t pagﬂ Edit page Commer on pape
Lates! ecita: Tuesday, 9 Decombaor 2008, 03:14 PM (Admin Usert Tuesday, § Docember 2008, 0308 PM (Admin User) full histony
[model  [alice Tben lcarol [david  ear fay ‘graham  |helen  [inga Jkay

Here | am, walking through Eme

taking these steps, throwgh this life of mine
Whare am | now, and where will | go

Is it all an illusion? - | mally don't know,

When students use the wiki, they will click on the model audio to hear it,
then click in a cell in their own column, click on the audio icon in the editing
menu, and record their own version. They do the same thing for each line just
as we did.

Now your OUwiki is ready to use.

Al Assessing instead

If you want to assess students' attempts at pronouncing,
you could adapt Activity 9.
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Activity 5: Dialog Minus One—helping
students build dialogs using a podcast

Aim: Help students participate in a dialog
Moodle modules: Mediacenter (Inwicast)
Extra programs: Audacity

Ease of setup: **

How can we use Moodle to help students prepare themselves for dialog work? Well,
one way is to set up a recording where they hear just half the dialog and they have
to provide the other half, using prompts that they can listen to independently. Let's
call it Dialog Minus One. This sort of activity can help students listen carefully and
get used to new words or expressions and practice new language functions such as
interrupting, inviting, asking questions, and refusing. The big advantage of Moodle
is that they can listen in their own time as often as they want.

Other ideas

You could also consider producing a video podcast, sometimes called
M a vodcast. The only disadvantage might be that they're bigger in size
and so take up more of your and your students' storage space. The
Q advantage would be that you could act out the scenes and illustrate
body language as well. You'd need a video recording program, such as
Movie Maker or iMovie. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for
more information on this.

Which recording program?

What's the best recording program to use? Maybe you have a preferred recording
program on your computer already. If not, I'd suggest Audacity. Why use Audacity
rather than NanoGong, you might be asking? NanoGong is excellent for making
short recordings within HTML blocks, blogs, and wikis (though NanoGong only
works within the OU versions of blogs and wikis: OUblog and OUwiki), but the
media module offers several advantages:

e Higher quality recordings — that is particularly important if the recording is
longer, or includes several sound sources

¢ Longer recordings — the maximum recording length for NanoGong is
5 minutes

e More manageable recordings — playback features allow you to pause and
start recordings anywhere in the recording
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Which Moodle module?

And what's the best Moodle module to use? Well, there's no built-in module for
collecting recordings. So we're going to use the add-on media module, Inwicast,
which appears under the name Mediacenter on Moodle. It provides a clean interface
and allows us to create a directory of different media. They can be:

e Audio recordings
e Video recordings

e Embedded videos (that is, links to videos hosted on other sites, such as
YouTube)

It has a few other attractive features, too:

e Choice of recording format —converts AVI, MP3, and WAV to Flash files.
e Choice of media—video, audio, slidecasts, and screencasts.
e Organization—all podcasts are available within one Moodle podcast directory.

e RSS—recordings available as an RSS feed. Once you have made your
podcast, students can download it onto their iPods, iTunes, or cell phones
to listen to and use

Mediacenter/large files

You'll need to get your Moodle administrator to install the Inwicast
M Mediacenter module for you. There are instructions for installing add-ons
Q in Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle.

You'll also need to check that the server settings allow you to upload large
files. Alternatively, you can FIP the files to your server. Chapter 2, Getting
Started with Moodle provides more information on these topics.

In the following example we're going to set up a dialog in which two people discuss
their plans for the evening.
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Here's how to do it

Recording
1. First you'll need to open your recording program. Since Audacity is free and

works extremely well, we'll use that in this example.

Before we make a recording, we need to think carefully about what we plan
to say. Let's imagine we want our students to practice a simple dialog in
which they greet and exchange personal information. They will hear one part
of the dialog and then get a prompt from us so that they can respond with the
other part of the dialog. Our prompts can either be in the language students
are learning or in their first language, depending on their level. Ideally, we'll
have a partner to record with us. It works best when there is a woman's and
man's voice, as the contrast in pitch is greater. However, Audacity also
allows you to change the pitch of recordings so that one voice is higher or
lower than the other. (See the Sound section in Chapter 11, Formatting

and Enhancing Your Moodle Materials for more information on how to do this.)

Write out the dialog instructions in advance. They could look something
like this:

Jane: Hi. How are you?

Sam: In a half whisper, say you're OK. Ask Jane how she is.

3 seconds pause. Then say:

I'm OK. How are you?

Jane: I'm good. Are you doing anything this evening?

Sam: In a half whisper, say you're not doing anything. Ask her what she has
in mind.

5 seconds pause. Then say:

No, I'm not doing anything. Why? What do you have in mind?

Jane: Well there's an interesting exhibition on at the Met, and I don't fancy going
alone. I was wondering if you fancied coming with me.

Sam: In a half whisper, say you'd be delighted. Ask her what time she wants to go.
5 seconds pause. Then say:

I'd be delighted! What time do you want to go?

Jane: How about quarter after six?

Sam: In a half whisper, say you can't manage that as you have a meeting till 6.30,
and ask her if 7 would be OK.

5 seconds pause. Then say:
I can't manage that, as I have a meeting till 6.30. Would 7 be OK?
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Jane: 7 would be fine. That's great!

Sam: in a half whisper, tell Jane you're looking forward to it and that you'll see her
later.

5 seconds pause. Then say:
I'm looking forward to it. See you later.

When you're ready, record the dialog and save it as an MP3 file.

Making the podcast

2.

3.
4.

Now we need to open up a media block. To do that, click on Turn editing on.
Go to the Blocks menu, and choose Mediacenter.

Now a new Mediacenter block will appear on our page. Click on course
videos in the block to access the Mediacenter.

Next, click on Upload media.
Browse to the audio or video file that you have saved, and fill in the rest of
the details carefully. The description that we give is what students will read

when they open the Mediacenter, so provide useful, focused information
here, as in the next screenshot:

Once the details are in place, click on Upload. The dialog recording will now
be added to the files available in the center.

Mediacenter

Course videos | Upload media | Add link to media Unpublished media

My courses " E1-english1 3] j
Media Title Description Viewed Date
s Dialog Minus Jane and Sam 0 29.06.2009
One: discuss how to spend
I Ih Discussing the evening. You take
evening plans  the part of Sam.

Students can access the file through the Mediacenter block on the course
home page.

RSS feeds

Students can also download the media file to their computers
~ or other electronic devices by clicking on the orange RSS
button EJ on the Mediacenter page.

See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for more
information on collecting RSS feeds.
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Activity 6: Preparing for class speaking
practice using a Wiki

Aim: Help students prepare contents for later class speaking activities
Moodle modules: Wiki (or optional, OUwiki)

Extra programs: None

Ease of setup: **

Sometimes useful preparation can be done for speaking without actually doing any
speaking. In this kind of activity, students prepare content for a speaking activity
that they will later do in class. The class activity could be a role-play, an interview,
or a debate, for example.

The following examples show how we can set up dialog practice (Variation 1) and a
debate (Variation 2). In each case, students will have time to think about what they
would say in advance, and to look up words, if necessary. Also, in the dialog in
Variation 1, it is only by reading the subsequent part of the dialog that the student
can work out what to say. So the student will also have valuable reading practice.

We can adjust the number of students responding to the wiki by making groups
with one or two students per group, or we can allow a whole class to edit the wiki.
(See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for setting up groups, if necessary.)

Variation 1: Building a dialog

This first variation will help students prepare for a dialog.

Here's how to do it
1. First, click on Turn editing on on the course page.

2. Choose wiki or OUwiki. We don't need OUwiki for this activity unless we
want to add sound or make the wiki available for editing between fixed
dates. So let's stick with the Moodle wiki for now.

Don't forget that if you do want to use OUwiki, you'll need to get your
Moodle administrator to install it for you. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with
Moodle for help with this.
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3. Fill in the settings page. Pay attention to the following:

Settings Details
Name Enter an appropriate name. Let's write Dialog: negotiating a solution!
Summary This will tell the students what to do. Let's write this:
This wiki gives you practice at building a dialog in advance of our
class on 2nd May. Read part A of the dialog and try to write in part
B. You will be working in groups of 4 so together produce the best
version you can. You can always go back and edit your text
if necessary.
Type Let's choose Student, so that each student has his/her own wiki.
Common Let's choose Visible groups. That way only the student and the teacher

module settings

Student admin
options

can edit the student's wiki, but all students can see each other's wikis,
which could be useful. If we don't want students to choose each other's
wikis, we can choose Separate groups here.

Don't check any of these.

Timebound

Ny If you're using the OUwiki, consider making the wiki editable between
certain dates and telling students the dates so that they can organize
their time.

Al

4. Click on Save and display.

5. We now have a ready-to-use wiki in front of us. Let's create a table in the
wiki with two columns. To do that, we click on the table icon [ in the edit
menu. We're going to organize the page that students will read from and
write onto. This dialog is ten lines long, so let's create a simple table with
one column and eleven rows. That includes one extra row for the heading.
See Activity 4 if you need more help with setting up tables.

Our wiki will now look like this:

Edit this page 'negotiating a solution! dialog’

Try not to worry too much about formatting, it can always be improved later.

Trebuchet M (1em B ) ang[3) B Z U %= @) oo
== W SiEEE hTd —Dbede OEO0GE ©

[
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6. Now we can input our dialog.

Edit this page 'negotiating a solution! dialog’

Try not to worry too much about formatting, it can always be impraved later.
Trebuchet 1 B9 B (= P £ U & =< B oo

Ty —heoee OEOQGR ©

negotiating a solution! dialog : m
A: He ‘
8 |
A: That's absolutely no excuse. Why don't you use your own?

B:

7. Once we've finished, we click on Save. The wiki is now ready for students to
try to complete. Here's what they'll see:

Student Wiki for Jeff Stanford: Other Wikis: = choose...

( Search Wiki: ) - Choose Wiki Links — | choose..
_— ——  _ )ane Smith-negatiating a solution! dialog

James Smith-negatiating a solution! dialog

Jill Smith:negotiating a solutien! dialog

This wiki gives you practice at building a dialog in ¢ Jo Smith:negotiating a solution! dialog

on 2nd May. Read part A of the dialog and try to write in part B. You will
be working in groups of 4 so together produce the best version you can.
You can always go back and edit your text if necessary.

View Edit Links History
QREIGREhE ARG
Thank you for your contribution.

negotiating a solution! dialog

inegotiating a solution! dialog

IA: Hey. | thought | told you not to touch my things!

B:

IA: That's absolutely no excuse. Why don't you use your own?
B:

IA: Yes, but Jane was helping me and | said it was OK.

B:

\A: That's a lie and you know it!

B:

\A: Well now you're talking. | could eat it with some coffee later. Looks like you
isaved yourself this time!

B:

Notice that we can choose which student wiki to use from the drop-down
menu in the top-left corner.

Discuss how to use wikis with the class in advance.

\
~ e Set a strict timetable for using the wiki
e Agree on a wiki etiquette; for example, being
polite and friendly
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Variation 2: Preparing for a debate

The setup for the debate wiki is similar to the dialog one, except that we're going to
create two groups and allocate half the class to one group and half to the other. See
Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle if you're not sure about setting up groups.

Before setting up the wiki, make sure you have divided your students into two
groups. When they prepare for the debate, each group will only see the ideas
generated by its own group.

Here's how to do it

1. First, click on Turn editing on on the course page.
2. Choose wiki.
3. Fill in the settings page. Pay attention to the following;:

Settings Details

Name Enter an appropriate name. Let's write negotiating a
solution! dialog.

Summary This will tell the students what to do. Let's write this:

This wiki gives you practice at preparing ideas for a
debate. In class on 4th September you will debate the
pros and cons of the following topic:

Should the voting age be lowered?

Angela, Benjamin, Chrissy, David, Earl and Fay
should write down pros in this wiki. Graham, Helen,
Inga, John, Kay and Lorna should write down the
cons. Write your ideas below. Put your name by
your idea. Remember the wiki will close on 2nd
September.

Type Let's choose Groups, so that the different groups in our
class have their own wiki.

Common module settings  Let's choose Separate groups. Then groups can only
see their own wiki.

Student admin options Don't check any of these.

4. Click on Save and display.
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5. Now the wiki is ready for the students to pool their ideas. This is what they'll
see when they click on the activity from the course page:

This wiki gives you practice at preparing ideas for a debate. In class on
4th September you will debate the pros and cons of the following topic:

Should the voting age be
lowered?

Angela, Benjamin, Chrissy, David, Earl and Fay should write down pros
in this wiki. Graham, Helen, Inga, John, Kay and Lorna should write
down the cons. Write your ideas below. Put your name by your idea.
Remember the wiki will close on 2nd September.

View Edit Links History

| Reload this page |

Edit this page 'debate: voting age’

Try not to worry too much about formatting, it can always be improved later.
Trebuchet BT RE ) em3) B 7 U8 = < ® oo

s —beoée QGEOQEE ©

Activity 7: Preparing a class discussion
using Chat

Aim: Help students prepare vocabulary and points of view for a
face-to-face discussion

Moodle modules: Chat
Extra programs: None
Ease of setup: *

One way of preparing students for a chat in class is to write your chat in the Moodle
Chat module first. This gives students more time to think of the vocabulary they
need and allows you to feed in new vocabulary or expressions. Since it's hard to
have a Moodle chat with more than about six participants, try breaking the class into
two or more groups and inviting them to separate chat sessions. Each one could last
about ten minutes. This separation allows you to prepare different aspects of the
same topic. So if, for example, you're going to have a discussion about the pros and
cons of watching videos on cell phones, you could chat with one group about the
pros and with another group about the cons.
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You could just nominate groups in your f2f (face-to-face) class to attend Moodle chat
sessions at certain times, but if you create Moodle groups within your course, you
can publish the times of the chat and ensure that only specified group members enter

the chat room at the published time.

Here's how to do it

1. Setup a chat session. To do that, click on Turn editing on.

2. Add a Chat activity.

3. Fill in the settings page. Pay attention to the following in particular:

Settings

Details

Name of this chat room

Introduction text

Next chat time

Save past sessions

Group mode

Enter an appropriate name. Let's put pros and cons of video
on cellphones.

This will tell the students what they'll be chatting about. We can
include pictures by clicking on the image icon in the edit menu.
Let's write Preparation chat on the pros and cons of using
cellphones to watch videos.

Choose the date and time of the chat session. Students will see
this scheduled time when they click on the activity. Remember,
you'll need to update these details for the second chat session.

Let's choose Never delete messages. That way we always have
access to the chat transcript.

Make sure this is set to Separate groups. That way we can
ensure that the groups we've set up don't come to the chat room
at the same time. See Chapter 2 for help with setting up groups.

General

Name of this chat room™  pros and cons of video on cellphones

Introduction text™ @

Trebuchet

t'Updating Chat in topic 7@

[3) g f8) B 7 U8 % #W oo

Tl —besw QEOOG® ©

Preparation chat on the pros and cons of using cellphones to watch videos

Path:

Save past Sessions | Never delete messages |5

Everyone can view past | ves |3/

Repeat sSessions | Don't publish any chat times !

Next chat time [ 23 [5) June ) 2010 B (14 ) (25 9)

sessions
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4. Click on Save and Display. The chat session is now ready to use. When
students click on the chat activity on the course page, they'll see this:

pros and cons of video on cellphones

Click here to enter the chat now

(Version without frames and JavaScript)

Preparation chat on the pros and cons of using cellphones to watch
videos

5. They click on Click here to enter the chat now. Then they can take part in the
chat as in Chapter 3, Vocabulary Activities, Activity 7.

Preparing for your chat session

Before you start the chat session, make a note of the points
you want to include. So for the session on the "pros of using

cellphones for watching videos" you could write something
like this:

~
Pros of using cellphones for watching videos:
¢ You can watch videos whenever you want to

¢ You can download directly from the Internet
e  You can listen privately with earphones
¢ You can learn on the go

¢  You can watch streamed video

Just in case you've never been in a chat session before, here's how your chat
session might go:

You: Hello everyone! As you know tomorrow we're going to have a discussion about
using cellphones to watch videos. You're going to think of good reasons. The other
group will think of reasons for not doing it.

Juan: OK

Pii: OK

You: What good reasons can you think of?
Pii: Well, you can see it all places

You: Yes, you can watch it anywhere

Pii: You can watch it in the bus for example.
You: Exactly.

And so on...
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As you can see, the chat room allows you to pick up on errors and
reformulate them. Some students will pick up on their errors straight
away. Others may not, but the activity will make you more aware of
problem areas, and will provide useful practice.

. Saving your chat session
)

Ny You might find it useful to make the transcript available to
yourself and the students after the chat session finishes. In that
case, don't forget to 'save past sessions' on the chat update page.

Activity 8: Producing presentations using
an OUblog

Aim: Get students to present monologs in their Moodle blogs
Moodle modules: OUblog

Extra programs: NanoGong

Ease of setup: *

There's nothing like having to give an oral presentation to focus students' minds
and help them prepare and develop their speaking skills. This activity combines

an OUblog and a sound recorder on Moodle to do that: students record their own
presentations and publish them in their own blogs. Once again, we'll use NanoGong
to record voices and the add-on OUblog to present the recordings.

. Using a regular Moodle blog
¥ If your administrator has not added the OUblog module, you can use a
regular Moodle blog, but you won't be able to include the instructions
in the blog, and you won't have a comment facility.
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Once students have made their recordings, they can embellish their blogs with text
and images. Here are some examples of presentations our students could do:

e Narratives

e Stories

e Diaries

e Descriptions

e News
In our example they're going to talk about their ideal days.

There are several advantages of recording a monolog online, rather than just
presenting it in class. Students will be aware that their work will remain accessible
and judgeable, and will often want it to be as good as possible. That means they will
practice harder to create a good product.

We have a choice as to whether we help students prepare their monologs in class
or via Moodle. It's likely that preparing in class will motivate students and help
ensure that the various elements they will need to take into consideration are
absolutely clear.

Even if we prepare students for the task in the classroom, we still need to ensure
there is a clear statement of the task on Moodle.

Here's how to do it
Let's set up the OUblog.

1. On your course home page, click on Turn editing on. Then click on
Add aresource....

2. Choose OUblog from the drop-down menu.

No OUwiki? If you can't see OUwiki in the menu, it's
+  because you haven't installed it, or it is hidden. See
% Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for installing
’ add-on modules like OUwiki, and for unhiding
modules and blocks in the Site Administration menu.
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3. Complete the settings page. Pay particular attention to the following. The
other settings are optional.

Settings Details

Blog name Let's call it My ideal day.

Summary Write something like this:
Hello, Class 4b!

Allow comments

Instructions for writing your OUblog
The blog link is below this link.

The topic is 'My ideal day'.
Preparation

Make some notes about 4 or 5 things that would make your ideal
day. You can also add some pictures if you want to.

When you're ready, click on the audio button and start recording
your blog. If you're not happy the first time, you can delete it and
start again.

You can also add:

¢ weblinks to your blog for anything that relates to what you
wrote.

e tags or keywords which will help other people find
your blog.
Now we decide whether we want to allow comments or not. Allowing

comments means that students can ask each other questions about
their blogs. Students are likely to be used to doing this already.

4. When you're ready, click on Save and display. The OUblog is now ready for
students to use. The instructions are on the right-hand side of the page, out of

the way.
English 1 ki (<) |lumpto.. |69
mil » E1 > OU blogs » My ideal day {"Update this OU blog |
IJ_ New blog post ."I My ideal day

There are no visible posts in this blog. your ideal day.

Record a presentation about

Hello class 4b!

Instructions for writing
your OUblog.
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5. To use the OUblog, students click on the OUblog link on the main course
page and then on New blog post. If they haven't produced a blog before, it's
worth producing an example blog for them to see. For example:

New blog post
Title |jeff's ideal day
Message® @
| Trebuchet Bl 1ot B9 B g 8] B X U § = x ® 00O
EE=EEvn SiSiEE gy —besgee QEOQap © @A

Here's my ideal day! <

Path: body

Tags @ 'ideal, day, rest, sun, fun|

Allow comments 3 Yes %)

(" Add blog post ) (" Cancel

Don't forget to separate the tags with a comma. Once the blog post is saved,
the tags will be visible in a tags block on your OUblog page. To save the blog
post, simply click on Add blog post. Point this out to the students. It can be a
good way of rousing interest.

You'll also notice that when you open a completed blog post, there is an
option to add a related web link. Just click on Add link.

Related links
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Then complete the details of the link. Afterwards, click on Add link. This is
a good way to get the students to help each other and encourages them to
point out sites that have a link. Don't forget to write in the Full Web address
(sometimes called URL). For example:

Add link

Title™ perfect day

Full Web address*  hitp:/ fwww.youtube.com/watch?y=0YEC4TZsy-Y|

Students can also comment on each other's presentations by clicking on Add
your comment under the blog post.

8} Jeff's ideal day

Saturday, 4 July 2009, 12:.05 PM
by Jeff Stanford

Here's my ideal day! <

Tags: ideal day rest sun fun

Add your comment

After another student has added a comment, the OUblog page will look
something like this:

J| Jeff's ideal day

g Saturday, 4 July 2009, 12:05 PM
by Jeff Stanford

Here's my ideal day! <

Tags: ideal day rest sun fun

Add your comment

Comments

Saturday, 4 July 2008, 12:28 PM
Jo Smith
Way to go!

| love what you wrote about having fun by getting the adrenilin going... @

Delete
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Giving feedback

Consider how you're going to give feedback, if at all. There are
various options:

M e Discreetly collect errors, which you could use
Q anonymously in an error clinic later on
°

Use the comments facility to respond to the content
(not the language errors) in the blog

e Create an error analysis wiki (see Chapter 3, Vocabulary
Activities, Activity 7 for details)

Podcast alternative

their own blogs is to get them to use NanoGong to save their
recordings, which you can then upload into the Mediacenter

directory. See Activity 5 for an example.

_\‘Q An alternative to students' publishing their recordings in

Activity 9: Presenting a monolog using
the Quiz module

Aim: Help students produce monologs for assessment

Moodle modules: Quiz

Extra programs: NanoGong (optional)

Ease of setup: ***

In Activity 8 we helped students create blogs for public viewing. Sometimes it is
more appropriate to make the presentation private. The Quiz module helps us
do that. Here are the main reasons for using a Quiz module, rather than a Blog or
Forum, as a showcase for students' recordings:

Quizzes are private.
It's easy for teachers to record individual feedback.

Teachers can grade student attempts: the grades are automatically
incorporated into the Moodle gradebook.

Students may be more motivated to produce the recording if they know that
their peers won't hear it. Though for some students the chance to show off is
the key motivator.
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The easiest type of recording is a monolog, but it may well be feasible for students to
get together and record a dialog. In fact, that could be a fun, useful process in itself.
The list of possible dialogs is endless. Here are some obvious categories:

Interviews
Discussions
Problem-solving
Role-plays

Simulated telephone calls

Monologs are likely to include the following;:

Describing a photo

Planning

Narrating or telling a story

Presenting something (family, product, holiday)

Giving directions

As always, it's important that students have clear instructions on how to complete
the task. It might be useful to do some preparation in class beforehand. It's also
generally good practice to include an example task and answer.

Here's how to do it

1.

We can either open an existing quiz and add a matching question to it or we
can create a new quiz activity. To do that, we click on Turn on editing on the
course home page. Then click on Add an activity.... We're going to make a
quiz question, so choose Quiz.

Complete the introduction page for the quiz activity (see Chapter 2, Getting
Started with Moodle if you need help with this). When we have finished,

click on Save and display. Don't worry if you clicked on Save and return to
course by mistake. Simply find the activity we have just created, and click on
the hand icon # to edit it.

We are now inside the quiz environment. From the Question bank, go to
Create new question, and choose Essay from the drop-down menu.

[199]



Speaking Activities

Adding an Essay

4. Now we come to the introduction page for our new quiz question. Whereas
the front page gives general information about the quiz activity (availability,

etc.), the question introduction page provides specific information about the
quiz question.

Settings Details

Save in Category Decide which category of quizzes we want
our question to belong to (see Chapter 9,
Assessment for information on categories).
Let's leave it on default for now. We can
change it later, if necessary.

Question Name Write the name of the activity. Let's call it
Presentation practice 1.
Question text Let's write something like the following;:
General

Current Category Default for Engllsh 1 ('12) # Use This Category
Save in Category  Default for English 1 (12

Question name”™  Presentation practice 1

Question text @)

Trebuchet ) iem ) ) eg ) B I US =X 7
EEEE AN EEEE Tl —Dhedse DO P
Task:

Look at the picture below. Tell a story about it. First think about
who the boy is, what he's doing, why he's there, what's he about to do...

b
Tl A
Path: body

More help with images and settings

* See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle if you need help with
% uploading images or if you need help with Common module settings.
See Chapter 11, Formatting and Enhancing Your Moodle Materials if you
need help with image layout.

5. Click on Save changes.
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6. Click on the arrows €€ next to the Presentation practice question we've just
made to add it to our quiz.

Question bank

Category  Default for English 1 (12) 3
# Display questions from sub-categories too
1 Also show old questions

) Show guestion text in the question list

The default category for questions shared in
context 'English 1'.

Create new question @

Choose... (3]
~Sort by type, name |3
Action  Question name Type
«a& X O dictation 2 ]
« &4 X O Presentation practice 1 O

If you can't see the quiz, click on the quiz tab at the top of the page. This is
what students will see when they click on the presentation quiz:

Task:

Look at the picture below. Tell a story about it. First think about
who the boy is, what he's doing, why he's there, what's he about to do...

When you're ready record your story by pressing the record button in the panel. &

Your teacher will reply with thoughts about your story and make suggestions about your

language if that seems helpful.

Enjoy the task!

Answer:
Trebuchet 1) (1 75 (o) B Z US %o B o=
EEEE AN EERE B —Jede QOSSR © @
Path:

 Submit

sl
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7. They record their answer in the Answer box. They then click on Submit. To
see and listen to students' attempts, click on the quiz activity that we created
on the course home page, called Presentation practice. Click on Attempts at
the bottom of the page. Of course, if there are no attempts, we won't be able
to see any. This is the overview we'll get:

Info Results Preview Edit
Overview Regrade  Manual grading Item analysis

See all course grades
Attempts: 2

Showing graded and ungraded attempts for each user. The one attempt for each user that is graded is
highlighted. The grading method for this quiz is Highest grade.

First name / Started on = Completed Time Grade/10 #1
Surname taken
R " 4 July 2009, 4 July 2009, ®
O Jo Smith 01:27 PM 01:27 PM 29secs 0 /10
| . 4 July 2009, 4 July 2009, .
B & James Smith 01:28 PM 01:29 PM 3d4secs 0 {10

Overall

0 -10
average

8. Next, we click on the Grade, highlighted in green. That takes us to a link
where we can grade or comment on the student's submission.

Answer: This is my story! &

Make comment or override grade

9. We can then add comments, include our own recording to help students
practice anything they found difficult, and we can give a grade if we want.

Presentation practice 1

Comment: renichet ) 180 B B B 7 U & % x B oo

B —deee QOO0 E © &

EEE= g E

Well done, Jo. Your story is full of imagination. | really like the way you described
the boy's feelings about being alone in the middle of nothingness.

There's one sentence which isn't clear. Try repeating this & to see if you can
improve it.

Path:
==
Grade: o7 /1

Save
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Most teachers like to teach grammar, but do all students like to learn it? Sometimes it
may seem boring. Sometimes it seems too difficult. Using Moodle, we can try to spice
up grammar a bit, by introducing images, sound, video, and a game element. We can
incorporate helpful feedback, which individual students can process in their own
time so that they begin to understand grammar points better. Also, students have

the advantage of being able to repeat exercises to their hearts' content.

This chapter is organized in grammar sections that might be taught in a
communicative language teaching classroom.

Section

Section contents

1

Presentation and knowledge — Activity 1

Moodle is ideal for explaining and illustrating grammar with audio, video,
image, and text support.
Noticing activity — Activity 2

This activity helps students identify aspects of grammar within a spoken or
written text. Authentic texts can be used here, as they are invariably more
interesting and fun to use for students.

Controlled practice — Activities 3-5

Moodle lends itself well to the more mechanical aspects of controlled
grammar practice. For example, sorting language according to grammatical
categories, testing grammatical knowledge. One key advantage is that
students can review difficult grammar as often as they like.

Production activities — Activities 6-8

Students can produce longer texts and receive feedback on the grammar
they use in a variety of ways, either from the teacher or from peers.

The activities have been arranged according to ease of setup within each of the above sections.



Grammar Activities

Activity 1: Creating a Podcast lecture to
present grammar in a lively way

Aim: Provide students with a recorded presentation, illustration of grammar
and drills

Moodle modules: None
Extra programs: Mediacenter block, Audacity
Ease of setup: **

Listening to a grammar explanation is not everyone's cup of tea, but some students
like it and find it useful. One way of making recordings like this available on Moodle
is by creating a Podcast. Podcast is computer speak for an audio recording that is
posted to a website and is made available for download so that people can listen to

it on their personal computers or MP3 players. Making a Podcast requires quite a lot
of preparation work for the teacher, but it can really pay off in terms of personalizing
the information you give to your students, and can be used over and over again.
What's more, you can try to make the presentation entertaining by choosing
memorable examples of grammar so that students actually look forward to

your grammar presentations.

Before you make the recording, you'll need to think carefully what you're going to
say. Some useful questions to ask yourself are:

*  What grammar point are you going to cover?
*  What problems are students likely to have?

* How is it similar or different to the same grammar item in the students'
first language?

*  What examples can you give?

* Should I speak in the students' first language or in the target language?

There are several ways of preparing the recording. The longest, but easiest way is to
write out the whole transcript and then record it. An alternative would be to make
notes on the key areas you're going to talk about and base your recording on the

notes. Of course, it's also possible that your Podcast is just going over some grammar
problems that have recently come up in class, in which case you might be able to make
a recording more spontaneously as if you were giving feedback in class. The recording
could also usefully include gaps where you allow students to repeat a model.
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If you haven't heard a language-teaching Podcast before, Praxis Language Ltd
provides a few good examples. You could listen to the Spanish, Chinese, French, or
Italian Podcasts, available at http://spanishpod.com/, http://chinesepod.com/,
http://frenchpod.com/, and http://italianpod.com/. Click on Sample a
Lesson, and then click on the Lesson player to hear the Podcast.

In this activity we're going to make a Podcast that illustrates how you talk about
making plans in English. The Mediacenter with the final Podcast will look like this:

Mediacenter

Course videos Upload media Add link o media Unpublished media

My courses | E1-English1 %)

Media Title Description Viewed Date

~ Making plans Listen to this podcaston 0 12.07.2009
how to make plans in

]{ ll English.

What students see when they click on Making plans will look like this:

English 1 Jump to_.
mfl » E1 » Mediacenter ~ Making plans

Listen to this podcast on how to make plans in English.

View Download

Before we begin, make sure your administrator has installed the Mediacenter block
on your Moodle site. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for more information
on how to do that.

Here's how to do it

Making the recording

1. First you'll need to open your Audacity sound recording program. See
Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle if you need help with this. You can
use other recording programs if you prefer. Since Audacity is free and works
well, we'll use it in this example.
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We're making a recording for a low-level class. This one is in English, but
you might consider recording it in the students' first language. Here's the
beginning of our example transcript:

Hi class! We're going to practice making plans in English. One way to do that is to
use the construction "-ing". Yes, I know that's also used for talking about what you
are doing now, but it's a common way of talking about definite plans in the future,
too. Listen to this dialog:

Jane: Hi, John. What are you doing tonight?

John: I'm going to the cinema. Do you want to come?

Jane: 1'd love to, but I'm preparing for my presentation tomorrow.
John: Sounds good! I'm coming, by the way!

Jane: Really! You didn't tell me!

John: I wouldn't miss it for anything.

In the dialog Jane says "what are you doing tonight?", not "what will you do?" or
"what are you going to do?". She wants to know what John's plans are, so she uses
the "-ing" form: "what are you doing tonight?". The "-ing form" is used for telling
other people about our definite plans. Now you try saying that: "What are you doing
tonight? [3-second pause]". OK. And now try repeating the answer: "I'm going to
the cinema [3-second pause]", etc.

When we're ready, we can record the dialog in the Audacity program and
save it as an MP3 file. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle if you would
like to know more about Audacity or need help with this.

Setting up the Podcast

2. Now we need to upload our recording into the Mediacenter so that students
can listen to it. First we need to open up a Media block on our course page if
we don't have one already. To do that, click on Turn editing on by clicking
the button in the top right-hand corner of the page.

3. Scroll down to the drop-down block menu on the right, and
select Mediacenter.

This is what we'll now see in the Blocks column.

You are logged in as Jeff Stanford (Logout)

(3) _Switch role to... ?f’_ Turn editing on

Mediacenter

I Course videos
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4. Click on the Course videos link in the Mediacenter block.

5. We want to upload our recording to the Mediacenter, so let's click on
Upload media.

Here we fill in the details of the recording. The description that you give is
what students will read when they open the Mediacenter, so provide useful
focused information here. Then we browse to the audio or video file that we
have saved.

Once the file is uploaded, students will be able to access it through the Mediacenter
block. They will also be able to download it to their computers or other electronic
devices by clicking on the orange RSS button & on the Mediacenter page. They

can also add it to an RSS Aggregator —that's a website that collects multiple RSS
feeds —so that we can refer to it easily. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle
for more information.

Other ideas
* Record yourself giving a lesson to one or two students.

*  Use Audacity to include an authentic interview or

~ presentation which allows you to focus on a grammar
point. For example, news broadcasts often start with the
present perfect.

*  Use snippets of mood music to introduce your recordings.
See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for help with
editing your Audacity recordings.

Activity 2: Using the Lesson module to
get students to notice grammar points

Aim: Help students identify grammar points
Moodle modules: Lesson
Extra programs: Audacity, YouTube

Ease of setup: ***

One useful process is to help students spot grammar points as they are actually
used in real life; for example, in authentic texts. This authenticity makes it easier

for students to see the meaning that the grammar has, and authentic texts are often
interesting and therefore motivating for students, if chosen with care. Of course, this
requires a bit more work on the teacher's part in terms of selecting and preparing
texts, but the payback is good.
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The texts could be written, audio, or video. The written texts can usefully be
illustrated with images. Videos and audios from websites that provide embeddable
code (such as Google, TeacherTube, and YouTube) can very conveniently be
included in your lessons. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle for help

with embedding videos. Here are some ideas for texts:

Written texts

* Personal letters or emails (made anonymous where appropriate)
* Stories

e Reviews

* Reports
* Blogs

* News

* DPoetry

Audio and video texts

* Stories

* News

* Clips from interesting radio programs

* Interviews

* Presentations

* Songs

* DPoetry

* Documentaries
The Lesson module allows students to progress through a lesson one step at a
time. Students read or hear a text, then read the question that goes with that text.
Depending whether they get the answer right or not, they either do it again or go on

to the next question. They can also go back over the questions if necessary, providing
we ensure that multiple attempts are allowed on the settings page.

In this activity students will listen to a story taken from YouTube, called There's an
alligator under my bed, and will notice the grammar that they hear. I found the story
by doing a search for "story time" on the YouTube website. Here's what the first
question will look like:
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English 1 (4 )[umpro

mfl ~ E1+ Lessons » There's an alligator under my bed

There's an alligator under my bed

Attempt: 2

Listen to the first part of this story carefully!
While you listen decide what the storyteller says.

There's An

b o —— 1 W) L]

*tq'i*—
1

[ . 0:00/4:49 < = E9

0 | had to be careful.
(¢] | have to be careful
(¢] | have got to be careful

( Please check one answer |

Note that the YouTube video is not broken up into chunks, so students will be
presented with the whole video lasting 4 minutes 49 seconds each time. There are
three solutions to this:

* Students get the whole video and use the player controls to listen to the part

they want.

* Students listen to the whole story for each question. Younger students in
particular enjoy that.
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* Edit the video into smaller chunks. See Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle
for help with this.

To keep things simple, we're going to embed the whole video each time in this
activity. The complete lesson consists of 3 pages plus. Since the process for each new
page is the same, we'll just look at how we produce one page. Then you're free to
add as many question pages as you want.

Here's how to do it

Preparation

1. First we need to go to the YouTube website and find the video. In this case,
it's http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=sNES8pOE4NVU.

2. We want to embed our chosen YouTube video in the lesson content. To do
that, we click on the Embed box on the right-hand side of the YouTube page:

Yﬂum UK | English (0)&8 & violinjas ¥ | Account | QuickList (0) | Help | Sign Out
Home | Subscriptions | Videos | Channels alligator under my bed Search Upload | w
There's An Alligator Under My Bed-Story Time (2]

RS )| critterpaw Subscribe
i January 28, 2007
(more info)
Mercer Mayer reads his picture book, There's An
Alligator Under My Bed

URL  http:fiwww.youtube .comiwatch?v=sNESpDE

Embed <object width="425" height="344"><param ﬁ
THERE'S AN ALLIGATOR > More From: critterpaw
UNDER MY BED SRR

=| Grandma's Story Time:
Nightmare in my Closet
6 554 view

| 5
M| 6,654 views
grandmastorytime
Just Me And My Dad Part 1
167 440 views
@ critterpaw

p = o1esas0 0| =0 E9
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Click in the Embed box and copy it onto your computer memory (clipboard)
by clicking on Cmd + C (on a Mac) or Ctrl + C (on a Windows computer).

Sign Up | QuickList {0) | Help | Sign In

Search Upload
2°°9 dslocsdonl Subscribe
= 5| 28 January 2007
{more info)

Mercer Mayer reads his picture book, There's An
Alligator Under My Bed

URL htip:/fwerw youtube.comiwatch™=sMEBpLE4

Embed -ghject width="425" height="344"><param ne |&E

¥ More From: critterpaw

Setting up the Lesson

3. Next we need to set up the Lesson introduction page. To do that, go to the
course page and click on Turn editing on. Go to the Add an activity... drop-
down menu, and select Lesson.

4. Complete the introductory page as follows. Pay particular attention to the
following items. The other settings are optional.

Settings Details
Time limit This is not a test, so don't put a time limit.
Maximum number of branches This is the number of possible answers students will

have. The default is 4. Let's leave it at that. It doesn't
matter if we just include 2 or 3 answers to some of
the questions.

Practice lesson If we check this, the results will not show up in the
gradebook. Since we want the exercise to be used for
fun, don't check it.

Maximum grade Leave this at 0, as the grade won't appear in
the gradebook.
Student can re-take Check this. We want students to do the practice as

often as they want.

Handling of re-takes Ignore this, as we won't be grading students' work.
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Settings

Details

Display ongoing score
Allow student review

Display review button

Maximum number of attempts

Action after correct answer

Lesson formatting

Don't check this. Scores are not relevant to this activity.
Check this so that students can change their answers.

Don't check this. If you do, it won't be possible for
students to follow the path we have set up for them.

How many times will we allow students to try to
answer any of the questions? Let's put 10 so that
students can try out the activity up to ten times.
The default is Normal - follow lesson path. Leave
it at that. Once we have written all the situation
(question) pages, we will edit the path.

Don't check Slide Show.

English 1

mfl ~ E1 » Lessons

There's an alligator under my bed » Editing Lesson

General

Name*

Time limit (minutes) @
Maximum number of answers/branches @

Grade options

Practice lesson (3
Custom scoring @
Maximum grade @)
Student can re-take &
Handling of re-takes @
Display ongoing score (3

Flow control

Allow student review @

Display review button @
Maximum number of attempts @
Action after correct answer @
Display default feedback @
Minimum number of questions @

Number of pages (cards) to show &

Lesson formatting

Slide Show @

Slide show width® @

Slide show height* @

Slide show background color* @

Display left menu &

Seitings | Lecally assigned roles | Override permissions

fsUpdating Lesson in topic 103

There's an alligator under my bed|

20 - Enable

480
#FFFFFF
No 7.1
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5. Click on Save and display at the bottom of the page.

6. Now we have a choice. Let's keep things simple and just add a series of
Question Pages. Click on Add a Question Page.

There's an alligator under my bed@

Preview | Edit | Reporls | Grade Essays
Collapsed Expanded
What would you like to do first?
Import questions
Import PowerPoint
Add a Branch Table
Add a Question Page

This is where we can start building our questions.

7. We have a choice of question types. Let's choose Multiple Choice.

There's an alligator under my bed

Add a Question Pagea

Question type: @

Multiple Choice | True/False | Shorl Answer | Numerical | Matching | Essay

8. Now fill in the details for the first question:
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Settings Details
Multianswer Leave this unchecked, as we want only one correct answer for
each question.
Page title The text is a linear sequence. So let's write 1. We can write 2, 3, etc., for

Page contents

Answer 1

Response 1

Jump1

Answer 2
Response 2

subsequent pages.
Let's write the first chunk of text here. For example:

Listen to the first part of the story carefully. While you listen decide
what the storyteller says.

Next, we're going to embed the YouTube video. To do that, click on the
HTML toggle tag <>.

If you're just recording a sound using NanoGong, or writing a text, you
won't need to click on the HTML tag. You can go straight ahead and
write and go to Step 10 in these instructions. But we're going to embed
code, so we need the HTML code page to do one simple copy and paste.

We now need to paste the embed code that we copied in Step 2. To
do that, Press Ctrl+V on a Windows machine or Cmd+V on a Mac.
Alternatively, you can right-click the mouse and choose Paste.

This is what the Page contents will look like now:

There's an alligator under my bed®

Question type: @

Multiple Cheice | True/False | ShortAnswer | Numerical | Matching | Essay

Multianswer: @

Page title:

Page contents:
Trebuchet 1(8pt) Lang BT S EE B e
T e RUDOCRE o

You are in TEXT MODE. Use the [<>] butten to go back to WYSIWYG MODE.

<pbject width="425" height="344">Listen to the first part of this story carcfullymb* />While
you listen decide what the storyteller says. <br /><br /><param name='movie"
value="http://www.youtube. com/\r/sN‘BpUm\WUanl enkfs=1" {><pa“am name="allowFullScreen"
value="true" /><param name="allowscriptaccess" val\m— always"” d ‘height="344"
sres= htt.p # v youtube. com/wsHEBpO, \Lﬁhl ensfs=1" type="application/x-shockwave-flash"
taccess="always" allowful n="true"” />

Now complete the answer boxes below.
I had to be careful.

well done! He is telling us what happened when he was a boy. So he
says "I had to..."

Set this to Next page. Students can then go on to the next question.
Write 1 for Score.

I have to be careful.

No. This happened in the past. Try again.
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Settings Details

Jump 2 Change this to This page. That means that students will have a chance to
try the question again.
Write 0 for Score.

Answer 3 I have got to be careful.

Response 3 No. This happened in the past. Try again.

Jump 3 Leave this at This page.
Write 0 for Score.

9. We've now completed our first page. Click on Add a Question Page, to add
this page to the lesson.

10. Next we're going to add a new question page. To do that, we navigate to
the bottom of the screen and click on Add a question page here. Don't click
on Add a question page here at the top of the page by mistake. If you do,
you'll be inserting a question before the one we just wrote. We want the next
question to come afterwards.

There's an alligator under my beda
Preview Edit Reporis Grade Essays
Collapsed  Expanded
Updated page: There\'s an alligator under my bed
import questions | Add a Cluster | Add a Branch Table | Add a question page here

There's an alligator under my bed & =< x

Listen to the first part of this story carefully!
While you listen decide what the storyteller says.

There's An Alligator Under My Bed-Story Time °
> . ™ -

r\'oum

P& - 000/ 443 ofi =0 E9

Multiple Choice
Answer 1: | had to be careful.
Response 1:well done! He's telling us what happened when he was a boy. So he says
'l had to.."
Score 1:1
Jump 1: Next page
Answer 2: | have to be careful
Response 2: No. This happened in the past. Try again.
Score 2:0

Jump 2: This page
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If you see the following screenshot instead, don't worry. Just click on
Expanded to get the full version.

mfl ~ E1

Eﬂg“sh 1 B E -f]Jmpm... ,

[Y)

Lessons - There's an alligator under my bed “ Update this Lesson

There's an alligator under my beda

Preview Edit Reports Grade Essays
Collapsed Expanded

Page title Page type Jumps Actions

1 Multiple Choice Next page & =& X | Addapage.. [%)
This page
This page

11.

Later on, if we discover that the question pages are in the wrong order, we
can change the order. To do that, click on the move icon + at the top of a page
you want to move. And then click on the position you want to move it to.

Now we can write a second question. For the second question and all
other questions, we need to embed the video again so that students
can listen to it while they notice the grammar. If the video is chunked
(edited into smaller sections), then we can embed the second part plus
some appropriate noticing questions, and then the third part and so on
until all the parts have been included.

We now repeat the process of adding questions and responses for the rest of
the text. That's going to be just three question pages in total. When we reach
the end of the third question page, we must make sure that our jump link
choice for the correct answer is End of lesson. You can see an example at
the bottom of the following screenshot. Otherwise, the activity will not
close itself when students reach the end.
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When he crawled into the garage

There's An Alllgailor Under My Bed-Story Time .
= ¥ i -

[ S e | |

Fath:

Answer 1: [Use editor: £ @ ]

I stamped on the door and I locked it

Response 1: [Use editor: £ @ ]
nearly. He didn't stamp on the door. He made a loud neoise with it.

Hump 1:  Next page %] @ Score 1: 0

Answer 2: [Use editor: 0 3 ]

I slammed the door and I locked it

Response 2: [Use editor: [ @ ]
That's right! That way the alligator stayed insidel

Hump 2: End of lesson ) @ Score 2: 1

12. We can test out our lesson at any time —even before it's finished — by
clicking on the Preview tab. And we can edit any pages by clicking on
the edit icon 4.
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Students access the lesson by clicking on the link from the course page. When
they click on the correct answer, they'll see this:

EngllSh 1 lE__J|JJmpm...

mfl - E1+ Lessons » There's an alligator under my bed

There's an alligator under my bed

Listen to the first part of this story carefully!
While you listen decide what the storyteller says.

There's An Alllg:llr Under .M_';'('Bed-Slory Time |

“J ~

> ® o:oor4:49-l-lll == ..

Your answer :

| had to be careful.

well done! He's telling us what happened when he was a boy. So he says 'l had to..'

I Y
(" Continue

*  You can change the question type by choosing true/false, short
answer, essay, numerical, matching, etc.

N *  You can use the next page to provide feedback in the form of
~ images, video, or audio to provide extra support for the students.
*  Click on Update (top right-hand corner) if you need to change the

basic settings for this lesson. You can convert the lesson into a test
by changing the lesson settings, where you can set time limits, the
number of attempts, the grading, etc.
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Activity 3: Using polls to get students
to vote on the correctness of grammar
items

Aim: Get students to focus on a grammar point in a fun way

Moodle modules: Choice
Extra programs: NanoGong (optional)
Ease of setup: *

Another way of bringing a fun element into grammar is to turn it into a game. In
this activity, students vote on whether some grammar is correct or not. The activity
is similar to Chapter 3, Vocabulary Activities, Activity 6 in which students vote on the
meaning of a word. Here are some ideas for questions that we could set up:

* Agreement (subject + verb)

e Tenses
e  Word order
* Spelling

e Punctuation
¢ Modal verbs

In this example students have to vote on whether a sentence is acceptable in a given
register. This is what students will see:

English 1 E (<) mee-
mfl - E1 ~ Choices - A question of register

Visible groups | Al participants [%)
Wrong or right?

Decide whether the following question is correct or not:

What you gonna do this evening?

OK in formal English OK in informal English wrong

“ Save my choice |
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Here's how to do it

1. On the course page, click on Turn editing on. Go to the Add an activity...
drop-down menu, and select Choice.

2. Fill in the settings page as follows.

Settings Details

Choice name Write an appropriate title for the activity. Let's call this A question of
register.

Choice text Write a simple question for students to answer. ['ve written:
Wrong or right?

Decide whether the following question is correct or not:

What you gonna do this evening?

Choice 1 Next to Choice, write OK in formal English.
Choice 2 Next to Choice, write OK in informal English.
Choice 3 Next to Choice, write wrong,.

Display mode  If we have a lot of students, we can go for horizontal. If we have few,
then vertical would be appropriate. Let's put horizontal for now.

Listening instead

% Instead of writing a Choice text in the settings
/A above, we could click on the NanoGong audio
button ¢ and record an utterance.

3. Click on Save and display. The poll is ready to use. Students click on the
activity and then choose the answer.

The results could lead to an interesting discussion in class (or a forum discussion on
Moodle) on what is acceptable and what isn't in different registers of English. For
example, students could learn to distinguish between:

* Careful style

* Neutral style

* Casual style

...and learn when informal grammar is acceptable.
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Identifying register is a fairly high-level activity. Here's what a choice activity that
gets students to decide on a relatively simple choice of tenses could look like:

Mr Obama is back in Washington now, but what did he do recently?

He has gone to He went to He's been to He was in
Russia Russia Russia Russia

'_ Save my cheice 3

Activity 4: Practicing grammar through
dictation

Aim: Get students to listen out for grammar and transcribe it accurately
Moodle modules: Lesson or Wiki

Extra programs: NanoGong

Ease of setup: **

Dictations are an excellent way to get students to home in on grammar. There isn't

a Dictation module in Moodle, but there are several alternatives which can be used
effectively. We'll look at two variations. The first uses Lesson and helps us lead
students through the dictation. The second uses a Wiki and encourages collaboration.

If you don't have the audio recorder, NanoGong, installed, you can follow the
procedure for creating an audio player in Chapter 2, Getting Started with Moodle.
Using NanoGong is a quicker way of setting up the activity.

Preparing for a dictation

First we need to choose a text that illustrates some grammar points that we want to
practice with our students. Make sure it's an appropriate length. If possible, choose a
text that will motivate the students because of its content, too. For both variations, it's
worth remembering the conventions for producing dictations.

¢ Read the text three times. First time round, read the whole text. Second time
round, read individual phrases. Third time round, read the whole text.
¢ Read in a natural manner.

* Divide up the text into natural chunks and leave pauses between phrases.
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In our example we'll provide a recording of the whole text first. This should help
students get a general understanding of the passage. We'll then provide chunked
recordings which students listen to and transcribe. On Moodle they can listen as
many times as they like before submitting their version.

Variation 1: Creating a dictation using Lesson

In this variation we'll use the Lesson module to dictate a text phrase by phrase. This
time we'll use the short answer question type to check students' answers. We can set
up Lesson to allow individuals to spend as much time as they want on each segment
of the recorded text. Each segment appears on a lesson page. So to set up the activity,
we will create a suite of question pages. We can provide feedback in the form of
hints, which will help students get the answers right. This is what students will

see when they click on the dictation lesson:

English 1 4| umpo..

ar

mfl = E1 I Lessons  Dictation: Happiness by Raymond Carver

Dictation: Happiness by Raymond Carver

Lesson menu

Happiness @

You're going to hear and write down a poem called
‘Happiness’. Once you've done the dictation you
can find out more about the author by following
the link on the last page!

First listen to the whole poem <

Then try to write it down one line at a time. Write
your answer in the box below. Don't forget to
check your spelling.

Line one i
B !:')
!) o x1.0 .!

Your answer:

Please enter your answer in the box
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Here's how to do it

1. First we need to set up the lesson introduction page. To do that, go to the
course page, and click on Turn editing on. Go to the Add an activity...
drop-down menu, and select Lesson.

2. Complete the introductory page as follows. Pay particular attention to the
following items. The other settings are optional.

Settings

Details

Time limit

Maximum number of branches

Practice lesson

Maximum grade
Student can re-take
Handling of re-takes
Display ongoing score

Allow student review

Display review button

Maximum number of attempts

Action after correct answer

Lesson formatting

This is not a test, so don't put a time limit.

This is the number of possible answers students will
have. Let's set this to the maximum, which is 10. That
way we can provide feedback on up to ten variants of
the answer. We can increase this later if need be.

If we check this, the results will not show up in the
gradebook. Since we want the exercise to be used for
fun, don't check it.

Leave this at 0, as the grade won't appear in the
gradebook.

Check this. We want students to do the practice as
often as they want.

Ignore this, as we won't be grading students' work.
Don't check this. Scores are not relevant to this activity.
Check this so that students can change their answers.

Don't check this. If you do, it won't be possible for
students to follow the path we have set up for them.

How many times will we allow students to try to
answer any of the questions? Let's put 10 so that
students can try out the activity up to ten

times — the maximum.

The default is Normal - follow lesson path. Leave it at
that. Once we have written all the situation (question)
pages, we will edit the path.

Don't check Slide Show.
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English 1
mfl » E1

Lessons

General

Time limit (minutes) @ 0
Maximum number of 10 2

Dictation: Happiness by Raymond Carver

Settings

You are Iq

Lecally assigned roles

saUpdating Lesson in topic 103

Editing Lesson

Override permissions

Name™  bictation: Happiness by Raymaond Carver

—Enable

answers/branches (3

Grade options

Practice lesson @

Custom scoring (3 ves |5
Maximumgrade & o |3

Student can re-take @
Handling of re-takes @

Display ongoing score 'wo [#

Flow control

Allow student review @ | ves [+
Display review button (3

Maximum number of |10 |4

attempts @

Action after correct ' Normal - fallow lesson path | C]

3. Click on Save and display.

4. Now click on Add a Question Page.

Dictation: Happiness by Raymond Carvera

Preview | Edit | Reporls | Grade Essays

Collapsed Expanded

What would you like to do first?
Import questions

Import PowerPoint

Add a Branch Table

Add a Question Page

This is where we can start building our questions.
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5. We have a choice of question types. Let's choose Short Answer. This will
allow students to write down the short phrase that they hear.

Dictation: Happiness by Raymond Carvera

Multiple Choice True/False Short Answer MNumerical Matching Essay

Add a Question Pagea

Question type: @

6. Now we are ready to produce the contents of the first step of the dictation.
We need to try to predict the mistakes our students will make and write
down slightly wrong answers in the Answer boxes, giving hints as to what
students should change.

Settings

Details

Page title

Page contents

Answer 1
Response 1
Jump 1

Answer 2
Response 2

Write 1. This is the first step of the dictation. Future steps can be
labeled 2, 3, etc.

We could write something like this:

You're going to hear and write down a poem called 'Happiness'.
Once you've done the dictation you can find out more about the
author by following the link on the last page!

First listen to the whole poem «

Next you should record the whole poem using NanoGong. To do
that click on the NanoGong audio button in the HTML editing
menu <. See the introduction to Chapter 4, Speaking Activities if
you need more help with using NanoGong. See Chapter 2, Getting
Started with Moodle if you need to install NanoGong.

Then write in the contents box on the same page:

Then try to write it down one line at a time. Write your answer
in the box below. Don't forget to check your spelling.

Now record the first line again, separately. Then complete the
sections below

So early it's still almost dark out.
well done!

Set this to Next page. Students can then go on to the next question.

Write 1 for Score.
so early it's still almost dark out.

Nearly. Don't forget to begin with a capital letter and finish with
a period.
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Settings Details
Jump 2 C